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Introduction

My Friend “The Sicilian’
One cannot just consider the role
and significance of the opening
stage of a game in the modern
chess struggle in isolation. Experi-
ence has shown that the results of
the opening battle, with one of
the sides winning even a small
positional or material advantage
in the early stages, can be trans-
formed by the pure technical
equipment of the skilled chess-
player to be a determining influ-
ence on the whole course of subse-
quent events, careying on into the
middiegame, and at times, the end-
game. Figuratively speaking, the
opening is the seed, the shoots of
which grow on every part of the
chessboard and yield the harvest
in complete dependence on the
original groundwork.

The higher the class of the chess-
player, the depth of his strategic
conceptions, the variety of his tac-
tical and technical resources which
are used in the process of the chess
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battle, the more important the
factors of the opening ideas
become, the more principied the
theoretical dispute.

As World Champion Gary
Kasparov has suggested: "A con-
test between high class chess
players often becomes a proving
ground for the testing of new ideas,
where the opponents try to prove
the truth of their opening concep-
tions. And evidently, a victory in
such a theoretical duel is essen-
tially determining the success of
the battle as a whole.”

This is why an acute concern of
every chessplayer about his open-
ing reperioire runs through all the
years of his perfection in the art
of chess and serves as a prevalent
element of his analvtical work and
practical preparation. Of course,
an opening repertoire is put
together, formed, crystaflized and
honed according to established
rules in every stage of the player’s
deveiopment.
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At the outset of a player’s career
the first moves of the opening
generafly  bear an  accidental
character — the 1aste of the amat-
eur is omnivorous and special
opening attachments have not yet
been developed -— he plays any
posttion with equal interest. But
once a basic grasp of the game is
acquired, is strategic rules and
tactical possibiiities, every chess-
player gradually conceives hisown
subjective criteria of factors in the
war of chess and in accordance
with his character and tempera-
ment develops his own style, An
inclination arises either towards
peaceful play of the ‘positional
type, or towards dashing combi-
national attacks, to sirategical or
tactical methods of creative self-
expression, this individual ap-
proach leading to a preference
towards positions of a closed,
semi-closed or open character,
according to taste. There is now a
period of formation of individual
ideology, style of play, in short, of
a creative credo of a chessplayer,
and he purposefully tries to dictate
the choice of opening scheme
and construction. Moreover, the
necessity arises to formulate a
solid and not too broad repertoire,
which will allow him to develop
his own individual creative traits
to the maximum — ‘A chessplayer
cannot and must not play all the

openings  known  to  theory)
advises Mikhail Botvinnik, for 3~
4 opeping systems are quite
sufficient for White in one match
and the same number for Black.
But these systems must be well
nrepared.” This means that the
chessplayer, having set himsell
serious goals, should pay some
attention to research work. And
this work is capacious, diverse and

. endless, for it lasts through
one’s entire creative e, Max
Euwe once described it as “Titanic”.

It is also apparen{ that to under-
stand the secrets of any opening
one must gather the relevant infor-
mation, continually adding to it,
study specialist theoretical litera-
ture, examine a great number of
positions, research all possible
ramifications on the basis of past
experience and only then begins
the most interesting and fascinat-
g part of knowledge -~ the
search and development of new
independent  ideas and plans.
Through this coges the mastery
of opening syst¢ms, which allows
one to successfully plan in the
arising and changing circum-
stances on the board and make
expedient decisions ¢ven during a
surprising or unforeseen turn of
events,

The creative credo of the author
of this bock was also formed
according to such a scheme. Halfl

a century of an active chess life
set against the background of
achievements and inevitable fail-
ures, my joys and disappointments
were shaped not only by my chess
tastes, persuasions and style, but
also by the ‘endurance’ of hun-
dreds of tests of my thoroughly
researched opening  repertoire.
The alterations to it from year to
year went from quantity to quality,
from width to depth of under-
standing. And finally, as Botvinnik
also advises, White retains 3-4
opening schemes in his armoury
and Black much the same, but
they are mastered and, mainly ‘feit’,
as they say, ‘to the bottom of the
heart',

The Siciian Defence became
ane of the leaders 1 this “sciect
circle”. Perhaps, it was namely this
opening scheme that imitiated the
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attention, interest, keenness, and
finally, loyalty of the author. This
staunch friendship of the "Sicilian’
has already lasted at least four
decades and aithough certain
other atiractions have appeared
on the creative path from time
to time (French and Spanish) my
global attachment is unchanged.

In this book the author sets out,
on the basis of his rich practical
expericnce and with broad analyt-
ical deductions, to open up before
the reader the {ascinating world
of Sicilian ideas and problems,
leading him into the creative
thoughts of & Grandmaster, where
strategic directions and concrete
paths of development are investi-
gated in one of the richest open-
ings of modern times -— the Sicii-
ian Defence.



1 The Sicilian Defence

A Few Words About Our
‘Heroine'
The 'Sicilian’ is a lady of age. Her
‘christening’ may date towards the
beginning of the XVIH century.
History suggests that in the year
1617 the Haban chessplayer Pietro
Carrera, & Sicilian by origin, was
first to introduce the initial moves
f ¢4 c3 in his treatise of openings
and this gave the Englishmuan Sar-
ratt the grounds, at & somewhat
later time, 10 name the embryonic
opening the ‘Sicilian Defence’. At
first the *Sicilian” did not form a
reputation - it was considered to
be a bad opening for Black, and
# only became used more than 3
hundred vears later after the
cfforts of that great Frenchman
La Bourdonnais, who successfully
tested # in his match with Mac.
Donnell in 1834; 1t won for him a
solid position in the demanding
world of opening theory {I e4 c5
214 e6 3 &3 43 4 e5 was then
considered to be the main vari-

ation, not however presenting
Black with serious problems).
Significant, by way of illustration,
is the evaluation given by the
eminent Russian  theoretician
Jaenisch in his book, dated 1842:
‘The move 1 ... ¢5isin our opinion
the best reply to | ¢4’}

The eminent maesiros of the
nineteenth century Andersen and
Paulsen added impulse fo the
developments  of the Sicilian
Defence, proposing original paths
and plans of counterplay for
Black. ¥t is significant that right
up to the present day one of the
most modern systems in the Sicik
an Defence bears the pame of its
first ipitinter Louls Paulsen But
in the whole of the last century,
the defence came under the banner
of open opening schemes and was
not evaluated according to the
merits of the depth and creative
potential  that we nowadays
associate with the Sicilian Defence.
Full recognition only arrived in
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our century, and particularly more
recently, as the inquisitive chess
nature of the researcher has led
to & more critical approach, not
being satisfied with the classical
aspects of Black being assigned
the primary role of defender, but
starting to persistently search for
opening systems where the orderly
strategical balance may be broken,
and wider possibilities in the fight
for the initiative would be revealed
for both sides. The assymetrical
Sicilian Defence could not answer
these demands better.

An era of multilateral research
began into the strategical and tac-
tical dynamics of the Sicilian struc-
tures, the development of this rich
opening being, as they say, ‘broad
and deep’. One harmonious sys-
tem after another arose, diverse
according to their own principled
directions, strategical problems
and character of the game, New
paths were built and the Sicilian
Defence found a powerlul analyt-
ical foundation which guaranteed
the stability of its theoretical
evaluation.

The most prominent Grandma-
sters of the last decade have taken
the ‘Sicilian Defence’ into their
armoury and included #t in their
opening repertoire. Suffice to say
that its most prominest inter-
preters have been (some as Black,
some as White) almost all World

Champions. ¥or each one of them
the Sicilian Defence has turned
out to be some sort of speciai
attractive frontier, so far as the
main divisions of the opening (‘the
Paulsen systemy’, ‘the Scheveningen
variatien’, ‘the Dragon variation’,
‘the Rauzer and Sozin attacks’, ‘the
Najdorf variation’, ‘the Taimanov

_systeny’, ‘the Sveshnikov or Peli-

kan variation’, ‘the Closed vari-
ation’ and other branchings) are
fullt of content, providing great
scope for the fantasies of chess-
players with the most diverse cre-
ative aspirations. Dynamism —
this is the main magnetic force of
the ‘Sicilian’. As Anatoly Karpov
aptly put it: “The Sicihan Defence
18 an opening of special stock.
Here the fate of the game is often
decided before the players have
deployed half of their pieces.”

Of course, the research of an
opening comes in two forms —the
scarch for more expedient ways of
developing the initiative for White,
and at the same titne, with no less
intensity — adequate reactions
based on creating counierplay for
Biack.

As a resuit the Sicilian Defence
has become one of the most devel-
oped openings of our time and
occupies a most worthy place in
the list of openings which open
boundless possibilities for valu-
able creative conflict,

Sources of Personal Tastes
T was acquainted with the Sicilian
PDefence even in my youth, playing,
as did also all of my contemporar-
ies, practically every opening. Per-
haps, at first it attracted even less
of my attention than, say, the
Spanish game and other opening
schemes. My enthusiasm arrived
somewhat later, when my sporting
ambitions were already deter-
mined and the necessity arose {o
equip my repertoire with ‘'shock’
opepings, suitable for sharply
intensifying play in critical tourna-
ment situations. I began, as i3
usual, with the study of one of the
sharpest variations — the Dragon
variation, but my attempts ‘to fol-
fow one’s heart’ to this system were
unsuccessful; my kingside often
smashed before 1 had succeeded
in developing active operations on
the queenside - apparently not
having been able to fathom the
secrets of this complex system.
Then | switched over {o the Boles.
lavsky variation with its unusual
strategical content and felt drawn
to the dynamics of this original
opening conception. The Boleslav-
sky variation has been part of my
repertoire for some time, bringing
some saccess, but the choice of
this or another system depends
not only on one’s own desires
{especially when defending as
Black), but also, to a significant
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degrze, on the tastes of one’s
opporent. When the potentizl of
White's active strategical ideas in
the Boleslavsky variation dried up
Hittle by little, the more aggressive
Rauzer and Sozin attacks came as
replacements to this scheme. Thus
my SiciHan ‘re-training’ came
about and, it must be said, also a
full creative gratification. If you
play one and the same variation
for a long time, even if it is attract-
ive according to its strategical con-
tent, jike it or not at some time a
period of satiety wilt dawn with 2
desire to ‘change the record’. The
natural evolution of opinions is
also of significance, Every chess-
player tries to fully express his
creative credo, in terms of perfec-
tion, and new opening experiences
become necessities. In short, the
Rauzer afiack and the Sozin
attack firstly alternated with the
‘Boleslavsky variation’, but there-
upon these new lines occupied a
dominating part in my repertoire.

Many fascinating games were
piayed with these complex vari-
ations, there being periods of for-
tunate analytical searches and
finds, but also inevitable dis-
appointments, though overall the
conceptions were  vindicated,
Nevertheless the dialectic of the
development of every opening is
such that the more it gains in
reputation the more diligently and
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carefuily i is selected as a “key' to
other aspects. Such also occurred
with Black's possibilities in the
Rauzer attack. Little by little, but
unflinchingly, theoreticians and
apologists of White in this vari-
ation found solid paths to neutral-
ize the intended counterplay,
bringing successes to the attacking
side so that adherents of Black
naturally began to deplete in num-
ber. | had to rebuild once more,
This was now difficalt, but ...
obligatory. | confess, it didn't take
fong to choose — the Scheven-
ingen sct-up was noti 100 much in
my spirit, sharp ‘shide-rule’ vari.
ations of the Najdotf or Pelikan
type are clearly not my strength,
s0 my interest was focussed on
the flexible and versatile Paulsen
construction, Here, perhaps, my
creative aspects, now of a mature
period, found most abundant
grounds for self-expression. The
Pauisen does not make the most
demands in the solving of strateg-
ical problems, but its elasticity
makes it simple for opening fan-
tasy, aliowing one to vary plans
and embrace the widest sphere of
opening ideas. Now, within the
bounds of these constructions, 1
succeeded not only in researching
and improving many popular vari-
ations, but also in laying new
paths, gradually formulating a
harmonious opening scheme,

taken inte literature under the
name of the Taimanov system. By
perfecting my understanding of
the Pauisen system and my ‘trade
mark’ system and alternating their
usage, this turned out to be
sufficient opening equipment for
ME OVEr many years, so as to be
able to feariessly withstand, as
a whole not unsuccessfully, the
attacks of my rivals supporters of
the knightly opening 1 e4) and
conduct fascinating theoretical
and practical discourses  with
them. | happily take the opportun-
ity to share my reflections with
the reader on the basis of the
multitude of games played,
analyses and evaluations of the
principied systems of the Sicilian
Defence where 1 can consider
myself an expert and originator.

Sicilian Motifs

The first question, which is asked
in any conversation about the Sic-
iftan Defence is semantic — how

are the strategical features deter-
mined and originality attached to
this opening? The first move which
characterizes the Sicilian Defence
is already an interesting ploy — 1
... €5in reply to | e4 bears with
it the seed of opening conflict.
Black does not oppose the white
pawn in the centre, ‘the official’ of
the opponent, as he does in, say,
open games, the Queen’s Gambit
and symmetrical variations of the
English Opening and does not
present himself with urgent aims
connected with the speedy mobil-
ization of his forces peculiar to,
say, the Nimzo-Indian Defence or
the King's Indian Defence. Black’s
main goal is otherwise — not to
resist his opponent’s intentions fo
seize space in the centre with his
pawns but to attack a strikingly
pronounced asymmetrical charac-
ter to the play, where the advan-
tage of the advance may be com-
pensated by some other specific
opening achievements. So, for
example, if White, as is usual,
carries out the 44 advance happily
conquering space, then after the
exchange of the flank c-pawn for
the central d-pawn Black not only
formally possesses an extra pawn
in the centre but, significantly,
obtains the semi-open c-file at his
disposal, which is no minor factor
for the prospective development
of operations on the gueenside. If
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White instead refrains from such
an active plan of expanding his
central nfluence and prefers the
idea of slow development of his
forces along the lings of the Closed
Variation (2 @cd), then Black is
able to increase his influence on
the d4 square by way of the devel-
opment of his knight on c6 withan
eveniual flanchetto of his bishop
along the h8-al diagonal and
obtain equal chances in the centre.

Motifs of the Sicilian include
active pawn operations on the
queenside with the help of the
b. and a-pawns, whilst a timely
counter-thrust in the centre with
the d- or e-pawns is also charac-
teristic in many variations,

In short, the dramatic sharpness
underlying the Sicilian Defence
embraces a broad specirum of
ideas and plans, based on the
dynamic features of the pawn
structure. Departing from this
somewhat scholastic reasoning, |
shall present other arguments.

I remember my fippant evalu-
ation of the opening problems in
my youthful years, expressed by
one of my colleagues — a Mastor:

‘1 don't understand,” he said,
‘how White can be permitted to
play so carelessly in the opening
of a game? First of all he advances
a central pawn to the undefended
ed square; whereupon, as a rude,
he exchanges his d-pawn, which
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from the d3 square could still have
defended its audacious neighbour;
and 1o crown it all he hastens into
advancing his f-pawn two squares
also, forfeiting the central strong.
hold of his last cover and con-
demning the recklessly thrust e4
pawn {o its inevitable fate ..

Of course, here White's custom-
arily sharp opening steps have
been comically exaggerated -
each of the named programmed
pawn advances contains iner
expedience and evident energy.
But a grain of truth in these evalu-
ations can also be perceived. It is
often the central ¢4 pawn that
becomes the subiect of concern,
and when it has to advance it
frequently unmasks the af-hi
diagonal where Black, with the
aid of his light-sguared bishop,
sometines linking up with the
queen, succeeds in developing
significant pressure. Interestingly,
in 1841 the great Staunton, in
the magarine ‘The Chess Plavers’

Chrenicle’, also evaluated the idea
of the d2-d4 advance as quite
mistaken!

The ¢2 pawn fundamentally also
becomes an Achilies’ heel for
White in the Sicilian construction;
it is positioned on the open c-file,
which White voluntarily places at
his opponent’s disposal for the
sake of achieving his own opening
objective - the conquering of
space in the centre, the mobiliz-
ation of his forces on the d-file and
the free development of his pieces.
So with these dialectic contrasts
there are mutually characteristic
peculiarities and potentially rich
chances for both sides in the Sicil-
an Defence.

For familiarity with my own
ideals, | present this book to the
reader in the same order In which
1 comprehended the secrets of this
opening myself,

The then fascinating Rauzer
attack became my very first Sicil-
ian passion.

2 The Rauzer Attack

Whe is Quicker?

Amonyg the various strategic con-
ceptions which determine the
character of the chess fight in the
realms of the Siclian Defence, one
of the most principled, interesting
and double-edged is the fank
attack theme with castling on
opposite wings. It is the most
concrete and dynamic theme,
demanding from each player not
only resourcefuiness and fantasy,
but also boldness and energy in
the realization of his plans. The
motive of & headlong mutual flank
storm permeates many systems of
the Sicilian Defence, but perhaps
the Dragon variation and the
Rauzer attack determine the strug-
gle with the finest clarity and most
categorically. In my experiences |
have had many troubles, joys and
griefs defending Black’s position
in these schemes, and especially
remember certain games which
were piayed in the style of hand
to hand combat, using the prede-

termined strategic ideas which
were developed in the time of the
famous Soviet analyst, Rauzer.

Vsevolod AHredovich Rauzer
did not have a long life - only 33
years - but his greatest contri-
bution as a chessplayer was as
a researcher. He was a Master,
having at times achieved good
results in multi-Union compet-
itions and fully deserved his repu-
tation as a strong practician, but
his main reputation in the history
of chess was his work as a theoreti-
cian. Rauzer was obsessive as an
analyst and his creative fantasy
prompied him into surprising dis-
coveries. He believed, from a sub-
jectively paradoxical argument,
that the advantage of the first
move should vield a tangible
advantage with an energetic treat-
ment of the opening. 1t would
seem that Rauzer wanted to
demonstrate that in the initial
chess position, as in a study, one
could formulate the task — ‘White
to piay and winl’
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Of course, this is an intentional
exaggeration, but in pursuing his
ideals Rauzer was actually able to
find many original strategic ideas,
which have significantly enriched
White's active resources in a string
of open and semi-open openings.
His deeply thought out plans of
seizing the initiative in the Span-
ish, French Defence and Sicilian
Defence have passed the test of
time having, for haif a century,
stimulated the theoretical mind
and are still important points in
the repertoires of many of the
world’s  strongest chessplayers.
The Rauzer attack has proved to
be one of the most nteresting
and theoretically rich openings in
modern chess,

Nezhmetdinov-Taimanoy
USSR Ch. Semi-Final, 1951

{ ed c5

2 &Hf3 Hieh

3 d4 exd4
4 &yxd4 )

5 &Hiel de

& L85

This thrust is the introduction
te the plan of development pro-
posed by Rauzer. White speedily
mobilizes his queenside pieces. The
ather continuations 6 RKe2 or 6
&cd are usually associated with
the preparation to castie short and
bear a more restrained charaeter.

6 ... eb
7 wd2 4567
The alternative 7 ... aé is dealt

with in a later annotated game.

8 600 40

The variation on the theme —
8 ... hxd4 9 wxd4 0-0 is approxi-
mately equal (sce the game
Totush-Taimanov below).

The critical position of the
Rauzer attack, bearing with it a
dramatic charge of enormous
dynamic force, since castiing on
opposite wings usually leads to
uncompromising ‘hand to hand'
combat.

At first glance, this opening for-
mation is undoubtedly favourabie
for White — he has an advantage
in space and in development, an
active position in the centre and
significant pressure along the d-
file where, moreover, his opponent
has a backward pawn. However,
{again an "intricacy’ of the Sicilian
set-upl} the situation on the board
shouid by no means be considered

to be simple. Black, although only
developed on the third rank and
somewhat cramped in his scope
of operations, nevertheless 8 not
faced with any difficulties with the
development of his pieces, and,
very importantly, has his ‘zone’
under control. Besides which, tak-
ing into accoun! the intended
mutual flank operations, he has
an imporiant ‘trumyp’ in the semi.
open c-file, directed at the cover
of the white king, while his own
king is situated in sufficient safety,
g  &Hb3

An instructive moment. It
would seem that White can try to
directly usilize his infiuence on the
d-file by way of 9 &xf6 2xi6 {of
course 9 .. gf would be extremely
risky for Black) 10 &xco be 1t
Wxd6, However, in positions with
opposite-side castling  muaterial
gains costing the concession of the
initiative are not justified strategi-
cally and are usually fraught with
dangerous consequences. So also
here - after 11 .., Who! 12 wg3
Ib8 Black's initiative finds real
contours and White must be rec-
onciled with the worse position
after 13 b3 Qxc3 14 Wxc3 wxf2.

According to the same motives
the thrust 9 £db5 is of no use to
White. After 9 ... wa5 10 §xf6
£x16 11 Hxd6 (11 wxde? gg5+
12 &bl md8 13 wal Exdi+ 14
Bxdl wd2') 1t ... Bd8 12 f4 e5!
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13 Wd5 WcT 14 15 Hdd 15 Hidbs
Wald 16 wcd §xfS! 17 of Rack,
Black obtains an attack which
amply compensates for the sacri-
ficed material. For example, 18
Wad Wxad 19 Hixad Hb3+1 20 ab
£g5+ and White has to think
about saving the game. Typical
varigtions!

The text move {9 £ib3) looks
somewhat inconseguential and
insipid, but it has its own logical
strategic foundations. Above ali,
White avoids the simplifying ex-
changes which are possible, say,
after 9 ge? or 9 4 (we will
examine these later in concrete
exampies}, bul besides this, he
prophylactically strengthens the
defensive covering force of his own
king in particular retaining
some control of the a$ point, via
which the Black pieces often
approach the cover of the castled
position,

Apart from ail this the concrete
positional threat of 10 $x[6 is
created, since now 10 ... &xf6
winning a pawn by way of |1
Wxd6 is not associated with any
risk for White. For example, 9 ...
ab 10 2xf6 &xf6 (of course on
10 ... gf the Black king becomes
valnerable) {1 Wxd6 wbhé 12 {417
and 12 ... &xc3 13 be Wel+ K4
db2 Wxed is not possible due to
15 2d3 with the subseqguent 16
&xh74!
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9 .. Whe!?
Thanks to this tactical possi-

bility (10 &xf6? &xi6 11 Wxd6
#x{2), Black gains time for the
manoeuvre ... 2d8 and success-
fully solves his immediate prob-
fem - solid cover of the 46 pawn.

10 i3

With such methods White not

only strengthens his central out-
post, but aiso prepares for a king-
side pawnstorm. The continuation
10 fe3 WeT 1] {3 (11 &b57 whE
12 &Hixd6 &xd6 13 ¥xd6 wxdé
14 BExdé Sxed) 11 ... ab 12 g4
only leads to a transposition of
moves. The continoations 10
&x86 and 10 &4 have indepen-
dent significance. The first of these
is examined in the next example;
the other is well-known, as in the
game Goldin-Taimanov (USSR
1951) and leads after 10 ... Rd8
11 Wel a6 12 2d3 we7 13 Bgl
b5 14 g4 b4 15 e2 a5 to a typical
structure of mutual flank attacks,
where Black’s chances look more
preferable — the white knights on
the queenside play a minor role,
‘draw fire on themseives’, and the
Bishop on g5 only hampers
White's dynamic pawn offensive.

1 ... ab

11 ged w7

‘The opening is conciuded. Both
sides have brought the majority of
their pieces to convenient pos-

itions, ‘concealed’ their king
behind a solid pawn barrier and
fortificd their position in the cen-
tre. The asymmetry of castling
now becomes the principal feature
of the position which determines
the appropriate plans. In such
cases mutual flank attacks find
special acuteness and dynamism,
whereupon an avant-garde offens-
ive may be mounted by the ‘infan-
try’ free from the responsibility of
shielding their own ‘high com-
mand’. Success is also determined
by the purposefuluess of the
action, the concreteness of the tac-
tical operations and attentiveness
to the counterplay of one’s
opponent in any all-out storm.
Thus,

12 gb bs
13 g5 nd7
4

White is first to cross the demar-
cation line and hurries towards
the shelter of the enemy king, but
a direct confrontation is still far

away, since Black's pawn chain
does not have any flaws,
4 .. Hbet?

An instructive moment, 14 ...
b4 would be an impulsive decision,
but in this case after 15 fiad
Biack’s active resources would
come up against a blockade, It
is therefore necessary to firstly
regroup one’s forces. A motto for
the offensive is ‘hot heart, but cold
mind!’

15 wf2 b8
16 hd Hadl?

And again a non-stereotyped
decision! Although the advance 16
... b4 would be more well-founded
{17 De2 H1cdl?), on this one would
have to contend with the simplify-
ing operation {7 £xb6 Wxb6 18
Wxb6 Xxb6 19 Had HbS 20 L2,
depriving Black of any ambitious
hopes. Inany case the knight man-
OEUVES cOntains more ‘vepom'.

17 4d2

Necessary. In the event of 17
Dxa4 ba the open b- and c-fles
would be extremely dangerous for
While,

17 .. axel
18 &xc3 hd
19 242 a5

20 &bl a4
2t &l sd?
22 243 Ric8

As a result of the latest successful
operations Black has managed to
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balance the rhythm of the mutual
pawn storms and to vitalize the
position to the utmost. The ques-
tion now of whose attack s the
most effective will be literafly
decided by a tempo. Each
opponent sets ail of his frumps
into motion with the next moves.

23 BhS 125
4 18 Zed
P 218
26 go!

The triutaph of White's assault?
1t would seem that having stolen
up to the very threshold of the
biack king's shelter his "infantry’
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must inflict a rout in the enemy
camp, but as the subsequent
course of the battle and deeper
analysis of the position shows,
such an impression is deceptive,
and things for Black are by no
means so lameniable as they may
appear at first glance. What is the
secret here? White's attack is not
so effective now for two reasops -
first of ali, his pieces are positioned
far from the centre of events, and,
importantly, Black's position is
very solid and the opening of jines
for a direct strike does not succeed.
True, precise counterplay is
demanded from Black.
% ... Wes!

Only so! Offering the exchange
of White’s main attacking piece,
Biack gains valuable time for the
important redeployment of his
forces and simultaneously gains a
tempo for the counter-attack.

27 gxhTa

As often happens in tense con-
tests, at the decisive moment
someone fails in objectivity. In
no way does White wish to be
reconcited with the wrecked
iHusion of his mating attack but
then, after lengthy thought, he
came 10 the conclusion that retain-
ing queens, and those planned
threats to the biack king, would
not vield an advantage (on the
tempting 27 Wg2 one would have
to contend with the counterbiows

27 ... a3 or 27 ... wdd). White
should voluntarily simply  ex-
change the main forces 27 Wxc5
Hxd2+ (27 ... Bxel is worse due
to 28 g+ &x{7 29 &xcd Rxod
30 fg &xg7 31 Rfd1+) 28 Hxd2
nxcs 29 gl+ {29 h6!? gf! 30 g7
£e7) 29 ... &xf7 30 fg Lxg7 3!
¢S5V forcing the transition {0 a
level ending.

This would have been the worw
thy and logical conclusion to a
fascinating contest.

The dubious text move gives
Black the initiative.

b &h817

One shouid pay some attention
to this method. Practice shows
that sometimes one can use nol
only one’s own pawns for the
king's cover but also those of one’s
opponent, Clearly, Black would
come under direct fire in the event
of 27 ... &xh??

1/ wxed

The queens have to be ex-
changed in less favourable circum-
stances than on the previous move.

28 ... Hxeh

29 4f4

Having lost the thread of his stra-

tepic plan, White begins to stum-
ble at each step. By continuing 29
&xcd Hxcd 30 fg+ &xg? 3t &f4,
White might still achieve a satis-
factory outcome to the battle.

29 ... gxf6

36 Hel2 2T

The knight, happy to have kept
its Hfe, imperiously intrudes into
the course of events,

3 gel 258
32 IZhgl dxh7

As a result Black has an extra
pawn with an excellent position.
The rest is now a matter of simple
technique.

33 he

3 .. b3
Finally the biack infantry steals
up to the enemy king, and with
the support of the heavy artiflery!
Events now develop quickly.
34 cxb3 axh3

33 a3 Zxd3
36 mxdd -3
3 md2 He2!
B HI4 2xd2
392 gxd2 2 xhé
40 Xkl &g’

41 OHixeb+  fxeb
42  &xhé+  $p6
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43 4 €5
4 mgl+ &7
45 3d2 4d3+

and White resigned.

A fascinating, typical Sicilian
battle. What sort of conclusions
can one draw on the basis of this
game?

Firstly, with castling  on
opposite sides flank attacks usuo-
ally become sharper and more
dangerous, so far as the pawns
fink up with the advanced forces
to attack the position of the enemy
king.

Secondly, for a successful com.
bination of attack and defence,
whenever possible, one should
avoid weakening the structure of
the pawn cover of one’s cwn king,
taking into account that pawns
possess their greatest durability on
their original squares, and any
advance by them would facilitate
a confrontation of fosces advanta-
geous to the opposition.

Thirdly, success comes to the
player who utilizes his resources
the more purposefuily and ence-
getically,

Fourthly, when attacking one
should not forget about the
opponent’s threats and, whenever
possible, should rationally com-
bine aggression with caution.

Fifthly, one radical way of
weakening the opponent’s on-
staught is through simpiifying ex-
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changes, if this is possible without
serious positional concessions,

And, finally, one should not
‘bury oneself” when attacking by
unnecessarily ‘burning one’s own
bridges’ — positional principles
must not be sacrificed for emotion.

These points wih become
clearer with the examples which
are examined below.

Suetin-Taimanov
Leningrad 1951

I ed 5
2 of3 feh
3 d4 exdd
4 Hixdd 56
5 He3 a6
6 %g5 €6
7 wd2 fe7
8 3-0-0 8-6
9 Hh3 who

The reader is already familiar
with this position from the pre-
vious game. There White played
16 £3, which is acknowiedged by

theory as the more advisable
plan — another route is tested in
this example.
0 &xfe
A highly  straightforward
decision, based on the knowledge
that the reply 10... gf is connected
with obvious risk because of the
weakening of the castled position,
Suetin tries to exploit the weak-
ness of the d6 pawn, but, as the
subsequent  course  of events
shows, this idea has major defects
and is refuted tactically.
10 .. £xf6
11 HDad
it was precisely on this thrust
that White had placed his hopes.
Of course 11 Wxd6 is not good in
view of 11 ... Wxi2,
1 ... w7
12 f4
The course has to be switched.
Only now does Suetin realize that
the planned 12 Wxd6 does not
work in view of 12 ... &g5+
13 &bl 2d8! But this opening
miscalculation leads to serious

CONSCGUENCES . ..
1z ... nds
13 gd ab
4 g5 &e?
15 M

White's position is  highly
attractive at first glance. Although
tactical operations regarding the
capture of the d6 pawn have not
worked, in full accordance with

previous

the general plan of the chosen
variation, White is the first to
begin a pawn storm against the
enemy castied position and seizes
a great deal of space. The offensive
looks impressive, but its potential
is not great, As is now apparent
to the reader well-versed in the
example, advanced
pawns not supported by pieces do
no! guarantee the success of a
campaign, as White's forces are
now disunited and find themselves
far from the main arca of the
evenis. Moreover, the position of
his knight on the edge of the board
is also quite disharmonious and it
is namely this circumstance which
has the most significance in the
current situation.

15 ... b5
16 &Hed b4
17 &He2

17 Dad is inadvisable due to 17
. 847 and the knight's position
is extremely unstable. In contrast
to the preceding exampie, White
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has no dark-squared bishop and
is not hitting the b6 square.

It now becomes clear that the
Black offensive break has turned
oui to be more successful than
that of his opponent. His pieces
are prepared to support the pawn
offensive, and the semi-open c-
file promises to be an additional
resource for the attack. In the first
instance, the advances 18 ... a4
and 19 ... b3! are threatened.

18  &Hhdd &b7
19 g&g2 d51?

Making use of the advantages
of his position Black broadens the
operational front, bringing into
the attack the only piece which is
stifl situated outside the active
208,

20 €5

Forced. In the event of 20 ed
Hxd4 21 Hxdd gxdS, the open
piay would only emphasize

White's disharmonious formation.
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20 .. %4
21 &b
White should have exchanged
in order to lessen the threat of 21
... b3 {one must always remember
this method!). By means of 21
Hxeh fxc6 22 Hd4 (and i 22 ...
b3 then 23 <&bl'h the defence
may stifl have been held.
2F .. Das
A typical Sicilian manoeuvre,
significantly energizing Black’s
offensive.
pr A
Here, when every tempo is of
account, moves regarding ‘general
considerations’ are inappropriate.
1t would have been better to have
either switched over to the defence
compietely by way of 22 &cl,
relying for the moment on the
king’s solid pawn cover, or 10
launch a desperate counter-attack
by way of 22 g6!7 and if 22 ... hg,
only then 23 h5!7

22 ... b3!
Black wins the race for a frontal

breakihrough and is the first to
undertake hand to hand combat in
hostile territory. In many similar
positions this is also the decisive
factor for success,
23 exb3

There is not sufficient time for
White to contemplate a counter-
attack. On 23 g6 there could have
followed 23 ... ba+ 24 dal &ed
and Black’s attack is irresistible.
True, now White's position is also
unenviabic.

23 .. axb3
24 axh3 wht
28 &l £h4
26 wd3 Aab

Black's pieces find themselves
with full scope — they have the
main files and diagonals at their
disposal, even on the decisive bat-
tie sector! 1t is impossibie to with-
stand such an onslaught.

27 wi3 ScSi?
28 Hde? X db8
29 gb

Alas, too late.
29

A colourful picture — Black’s
entire army participates in the
attack on the White king! The rest
is clear without notes!

0 exf7+ &8
H  Hal £e3!
32 Hh3 Zyxb3
33 Qaxb3 &xb3
34 Rd2 was
35 &ixb3 Exb3

White resigned.

This game emphasizes the vital
importance of time during mutual
flank attacks. It is true to say, in
such contests ‘delay may mean
death”.

The role of dynamism and speed
in attacks against oppositely pos-
itioned kings is  graphically
demonstrated i the next game.

Tolush-Taimanov
USSR Ch. 1958

i ed ]
p/ anf3 106
3 a4 exdd
4 Sixdd 56
5 &Hed dé
6 ags b
7 wd2 £e7
8 000 Hxd4

One of the subtle variations of
which practical experience has
shown the value. The early ex-
change in the centre limits White
in his choice of plans in the baitle
for the initiative, which is very

The Rauzer Attack 17

broad on the relatively unsophisti-
cated 8 ... G0
9 wxdd 9-0

We now have the familiar situ-
ation of opposite castling, bat in
another setting. In contrast to the
previous game, the early exchange
of knights has caused a lessening
of tension in the centre and the
reduction in the dramatic poten-
tial of the position. However, the
general strategic motif has not
changed - flank attacks remain
as the main motives of the impend-
ing struggle, but the ¢entral break
ed-¢5 appears among the new
resources White has of developing
the initiative, while Black has the
possibility of an active thrust of
the queen to as.

i 4

This position also often arises
after a different move order (8 ...
0-0 9 f4 Hxd4 {0 Wxd4) and is
regarded as characteristic in the
highly developed theory of the
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Sicilian. The possibility of the
pawn break e4—¢5 supplements
the usual arsenal of ways that
White has of fighting for the
initiative, but it should be held
in reserve. So, for example, the
straightforward opening of play by
way of 10 5 de 11 Wxe5 would
be premature since after 11 ...
£d7 12 hd (or 12 £d3 g 12
... Bc8 Black obtains a fully level
game.

Evidently, in the light of the
store of impressions of the games
so far examined, in which White
became disadvantageously temp-
ted by the winning of a pawn, he
should avoid this path since in the
event of 10 &xf6 &xi6 11 Wxdo
Wa5 he comes under attack.

19 ... he™

An instructive moment - Black
breaks one of the principal stra-
tegic rules, which says that,
without a concrete tactical motive,
one must not weaken the pawn
structure on the part of the board
which is chosen for active oper-
ations by one’s opponent. Al the
more so with opposite castiing; for
such an error retribution inevi-
tably ensues.

The normal 10 ... waS would
have been the correct continu-
ation, which is examined in the
next example,

1T &4
Here again pursuit of the pawn

by way of 11 &xf6 £xf6 12 ¥xd6
would be inadvisable. After 12 ...
Was 13 e5 Nd8 14 Wald Rxdi+
15 Hxdl Wxa3 16 ba &e7 Black
has fully sufficient compensation
for the insignificant material loss,
the more so as the white queenside
pawns are weak.
1 § R waS

This interesting position has
been encountered repeatedly in
my experience. The following
plans did not have to be
repulsed! — 12 e5 de 13 WxeS
Wxed 14 fe Dd5 15 &xeT Dxe?
16 4d3 {Ivkov-Taimanov, Yugo-
stavia—TUSSR 1956); 12 Led el 13
fe de 14 wd3 WS 15 &xf6 2xf6
16 &bl geb 17 fxe6 fe I8
w6 wed!? (Gligoric-Taimanov,
Stockholm 1952); and 12 &e2 ¢5
13 w2 ef {I dont even recal
against whom now!); and each
time did not e¢ncounier any
difficulties. In any event, I did not
have to suffer the consequences

for the weakness of my kingside

pawn chain — play basically went

on in the centre. But my deserved

‘punishment day’ finaily came ...
12 wgi?

An original, sharp and profound
idea! White not only deprives his
opponent of his intended counter-
play, associated with the energetic
advance £5 fon which 13 5t would
now follow with great forcel, but
more importantly prepares the
speedy lunge of the g-pawn
through which, with the presence
of a convenient target in Black’s
camp {the pawn on h6) splendid
attacking prospects are promised,

i recall how this manoeuvre
forced me to regret my tenth
move ..,

12 ... 247
13 g4 &cb
4 gell?
Again an interesting man-

oeuvre, characteristic of the
distinctive creative style of Alex-
ander Tolush. White not only
drives away the black queen from
an active position {the threat of the
&d5 thrust in various situations
may be extremely unpleasant), but
also frees the way for his h-pawn
tolink up in the attack with tempo.
The direct 14 g5 promises nothing
if only because.of 14 ... He8!?

4 .. we7

15 243 ds

Black has clearly not achieved
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his intended play on the queenside
and is forced to search for other
methods by which to deflect his
opponent from his contemplated
pawn storm of the black king's
castled position. The text move
at the same time adheres to the
classical formula - answer your
oppenent’s flank operations with
a counterblow in the centre!
16 €5 Hed

Black has succeeded in gaining
a foothold in the centre and even
creates the positional threat of a
bishop invasion via ¢5 and €3. This
is, of course, a definite achieve-
ment, but it cannot compensate
for the organic defects of the black
king’s pawn shield and if White
had not allowed himself to be
diverted from his general offensive
plan, but had continued with the
consistent 17 hd! he would have
made it very difficult for Black.

This appraisal would not be
altered by some material gains,
possible after 17 ... &c5 18 wh?
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Sxcd tor 18 ... Red+ 19 &bl
oxed+ 20 Kxc3 d4 21 kb4
&xhl 22 2xhl) 19 £xc3 ¢4 20
£d2 gxht 21 Zxht,

With the absence of counterplay
Black would be doomed to dismal
defence.

But the actual course of events
took a different turn ...

17 &xed?

How a chessplayer of Tolush's
sharply attacking style often over-
estimates the attacking resources
of his opponent and hurries to
crush him in the corner! This is
why {and in no way is it the
fear of losing the exchange} he
unflinchingly exchanges the black
kpight which is irritating’ with its
activity. But  this  impulsive
decision sharply affects the rhythm
of his attack and the situation on
the board changes fandamentaliy.

| 2 dxed
18 hd bs1?

Suddenly Black’s piay finds
dynamism. Without the light-
squared d3 bishop, imprudently
exchanged by his opponent, Black

now becomes iess afraid of the
break 19 g5 in view of 19 ... hS
and, turning the tables, opens the
path for a queenside pawn storm.
Couid Black have dreamt of such a
metamorphosis a few moves ago?
19 4p3

19 wel b4 20 &LHixed does not

serve in view of 26 ... Wb 21

Bd4 Madg
19 .. bd
0 He2 Ad5!

Black’s imitiative  develops
quickly. He not only threatens the
straightforward 21 ... &xa2, but
also 21 ... Wed or 21 .. MfcB H
is evident that White's position is
close to being critical.

21 Exds?

in any case, the best practical
chance, With the sacrifice of the
exchange Tolush not only repels
the immediate danger and breaks
up the rhythm of his opponent’s
attack, but also sharply changes
the character of the struggle, which
always has its own psychological

advantages.
P4 T exds
22 wdl nfds?

Tolush’s calculations are just-
ified. Instead of trying to develop a
winning initiative on the queenside,
Black is diverted to the defence of
his material acquisitions, and ...

let’s slip the lon's share of the
advantage. More in the spirit of
the position would be the energetic
22 ... 2ce5 23 wxdS &eld+ 24
&bl Rad8 25 wWxed Rd2! with
dangerous threats (o the white
king.

As 30 often In chess, ‘mercenary’
considerations  destroy the

dynamics of the attack!
23 Hd4 Wwed
24 &bl AeS
25 4f2 as

26 gs!

Exploiting the short respite,
granted at the price of the
exchange sacrifice by the material-
ism of his opponent (22 ... %{d8"),
at the first opportunity Tolush
resumes his thematic pawn storm
on the kingside. The struggle inten-
sifies once more.

6 .., hs
27 el

Tolush is in his element! By

defiecting the {7 pawn he creates
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a powerful wedge in the immediate
proximity of the black king and
begins to create threats.

oL fxeb

28 g6 aq¥

This tactical slip ts not acciden-
tal, however, with such a dramatic
development of events. ¥ is as
if Black has forgotten about the
radical method of neutralizing the
opponent’s ipitiative - the
exchange of attacking forces. By
continuing 28 ... 4xdd4 29 gxdd
¢3! he may have disrupted White's
attacking potential again with a
pawn sacrifice and then seize the
itiative  himself by positive
means, For example, 30 $xe3
Wed!l; or 30 Mel ad! 31 Hxed Bf8
32 &e5 MIS and Black has a clear
advaniage in both cases.

2% Hixed!

In truth I had not foreseen this
showy move. On 29 ... &xf2 -
30 wxh5 decides. The number of
times the ‘spirit of attack” triumphs
over crude material in this game!

P4 S d4
318
Onward . only!

It is already evident that the
pursuit of material gain contra-
dicts the logic of events. In the
case of 30 Hixd8 Hxd8 31 wxh$
e3! the picture changes sharply
again.

30 ... 43
There is nothing ¢lse left now,
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A piece must be given up in the
search for diversionary counter-
play.
3 &xed b3
A despairing attempt to compli-
cate play. With 31 ... ¥xc24 32
Wxc? do-+ 33 dbxc2 BdS 34 gd4!
matters would jead into a simple
technical phase without any hope
for Black.
32 exb3
Perhaps it would be simpler to
play 32 od wxd3+ (32
Hxd3? 33 wxh5) 33 wxd3 HExd3
34 Rel, though here the choice of
paths to victory is determined
by creative factors. Tolush always
searches for tactical solutions,
even if some risk is involved,

2 .. axbh3
33 axh3 Wab
34 gald

4 ... a
How rich indeed is the content
of double-edged play on both
flanks! Even when it seems as
though all the resources have beea

gxhausted, ‘impossible possibiii-
ties” are found. Here also if White
were 1o venture 35 WxhS {with
‘anstoppabie’ mate!) ... he would
be mated first after 35, Wd3+ 36
wa2 Txal+! Of cousse, Tolush
sidesteps this trap.

35  &Hixd$ Wd3+
36 a2 e3
37 nh2

With 37 Wxh5 one would again
have to contend with 37 ...
Exad+ 3R Pxad  Wdb+,
although 37 6! would be the most
decisive continuation.

37 ... Wxd8

37 ... EbB looks tempting, but
the fine combination 38 fé! gf 39
He6! wxb3-4+? 40 wxb3 Rxbi 41
HeT+ sh8 42 gl4+! &xg? 43
&Hf5+ and 44 Hxeld! wins.

38 el

Only thus! As before 38 Wxhj

would be dangerously answered

by 38 ... Xxa3+!
B .. gxf6
39  wxhS Ka7
46 2hi wd3
41  WeS!

Now at last all is clear! There

foliows:
41 .. "xal3-+
42  wxa3 d1(W)
43 nOxdi wxdl
44 wel

and Black resigned,
An instructive contest, once
again underlining how during

mutual flank atiacks speed and
purposcfulness of operations can
be more important than material
gain.

As Tolush has remarked ‘Loss
of time in sharp positions is the
route to doom.”’

Here s an example of piece
attacks on opposite wings, also
often encountered in this variation
of the ‘Rauzer Attack’

Keres—-Taimanoy
USSR Ch. 1952
1 ed 5
2 &3 Hich
3 cxd4
4  Hixdd Hfh
5 Hiel d6
6 LS £6
T wd2 $e7
8 040 Sixdd
9 Wxdd 00
0 was

The reader is by now well-
acquainted with this interesting
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position after seeing the preceding
games. There, true enough, the
moves h7-hé and $hd4 were
included, which, as we discovered
only complicated Black’s prob-
lems, but the general strategic con-
ception remains unchanged: for
White — either play in the centre
with his e4—e5 trump or an attack
on the kingside; for Black — coun-
terplay against the queenside,
which will sooner or later involve
play on the c-file, or tactical oper-
ations in the centre with the aid

In the first instance, naturally,
the choice must be made by White,
and in practice many methods of
fighting for the initiative have been
tried.

Here are the main ones:

fa) 11 €8 de 12 WxeS Wxe5 13
fe Dd5 14 &xe7 HHxe7 15 &d3,
but Black, with the means of 15
... b6!7 16 4ed TDb8 17 Hhel
207 1B Rd7 4xed 19 Nxed Hich
20 T d6 XEc81?, neutralizes White's

sin, Minsk 1982).

fb) 11 &bl hé thers this move
has a tactical basis — on 12 £h4
Black achicves a comfortable
game immediately with the central
thrust 12 ... e5) 12 h4!? nd8l?
{accepting the piece sacrifice would
be very risky. After 12 ... hg 13
hg Hgd 14 2e2 €5 15 H)d5S! wdB
16 wgl!? White's attack, associ
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ated with the threat of 17 &xgd
Sxgd 18 Wh2, was shown in the
game Belyavsky-Tsheshkovsky,
USSR 1981, to be very dangerous)
13 g4 517 14 wgl ef 15 2xf6 (if
15 &xf4 then the simple {5 ...
£xgd) 15 ... &xf6 16 DdS g5
17 25 h5 {also worthy of consider-
ation is the simplifying 17 ... &e6
18 gh £xd5 19 ed whb) 1R fcd
(18 g6!7 is better) 18 ... gb and
White is not left with a hint of
initiative  {Boivshev-Taimanov,
USSR Ch. 1952).

fc) 11 &ed £d7 12 €5 for 12
£b3 £ch 13 Bl h6l? 14 4hd
Wh5 15 23 457 16 ed Xfd8 and
Biack has everything in order} 12
... de 13 fe $c6!? {extra gvidence
of the advantage of the move 10
... Was over 10 ... h6&) 14 4d2
{or 14 hd £cS 15 W4 DhS 16
w4 g6 with mutual chances) 14
L. BdT 15 Hd5 wd8 16 DxeT+
wxe7 17 ZThel RfcB and although
White has a spacial advantage
on his side, Black has attractive
counter-chances (Karpov-ngu-
reanu, Skopie, 1972}

These examples of the variation
graphically demonstrate the var-
ity of possibilities in the structure
examined. They characterize the
broad spectrum of ideas of plans
for both sides.

A more interesting try to brea-
the new life into this well-analysed
position is undertaken in the text

game by that searching artist of
chess, the late Paul Keres,
o wd3?

An original conception! The
obvious goal of this unusual
manoeuvre is the neutralization of
Biack’s active resources associated
with the break 11 ... e5, on which
12 15 would now follow with the
advantage. But Keres' idea is more
profound: he intends to transfer
his queen to the kingside in order
to create a piece attack against
Black’s castled position.

noo... Rd8
12 wh3 £47
13 2d3

Keres” plan has crystallized —
White's pieces are unequivecally
aimed at the black king and con-
crete tactical threats arise, for
example, 14 &xf6 &xf6 15 e5

3 ... EacB!?

This bold move, directed at

counter-attack, is not only objec-

tively best in this position, but
also has a psychologically subjective
foundation - it testifies to Black's
reluctance to submit to the will
of his opponent and go over 1o
defence. The move calls for precise
calculation of the variations.

Here are some of them — 14 ¢5
de 15 &xh7+ {or 15 Lxf6 $xi6
16 Wxh7+ $f8) 15 ... $f8 and
ROW:
fa) 16 £d3 ef 17 wh8+ &High
18 fxe¥+ (i 18 £h7, then I8

. &xgs 19 Exd7? RExd7 20
WxgB4 o7 21 Wxe8 3+ 22
&bl fg 23 Mgt Rc7 and Black
wins} 18 ... dxe? 19 wxgl D6
with excellent play for Black;

{(b) 16 fed Hxc3 17 Whi+
Hp8 18 Sxe7+ {18 be o) 18 ...
dxe? 19 Whd+ D6 20 be Wxel
and the chances are only on the
side of Black.

So, with faith in the stability of
the Sicilian ‘covering forces”, Black
succeeds in avoiding panic and
retains the rhythm of his counter-
play, a factor which is s0
important in double-edged pos-
itions.

14 Hhel

Convinced of the correctness of
Black’s idea Keres does not force
matters, but moves up his reserves
in order to reinforce the threat of
{5 e5. But it is Black’s turn fo
move ...

7 eS!
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5 15

15 ... = xed

Exactly at the right time! This
thematic sacrifice removes all the
dangers.

16 bxcd

The alternative 16 £d2 is infer-
esting, but it mects with a refu-
tation - 16 ... Txd3 17 &xal
Hxh3 18 4xd8 4£xd8 19 gh £V
and Biack’s three minor pieces are
stronger than the two rooks.

16 ... Wxc3

16... d5™ gives nothing in view
of 17 &bi?

17 &bi? Wwhd+
18 dal Wel+
Draw agreed.

This game emphasizes that
Black also has sufficient resources
in a mutual flank attack with
pieces — the c-file plays its role!

The following instructive exam-
ple testifies to the significance of
this trump even in more peaceful
situations.
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1, Kashdan-M. Taimanev
USSR v USA, Moscow 1955

H 4 <8

2 &Hi3 Hieh
3 &4 exdd
4 Dxdd o6
8 £ic3 a6

6 L5 ¢6

1 wWd2 se?
. 0-0-6 0.8
9 14 4517

Y

The reader has had the chance
from the games examined above
to satisfy himself of how rich the
content of the ‘Rauzer Attack’
structure really is and how wide a
scope for variety in one’s plans
there is even based on just one
main theme - castling on
opposite sides. There saw mutual
pawn storms and picce attacks on
the position of the enemy king and
double-edged skirmishes in the
centre {e4—¢3 for White and e6-
&5 for Black} with the resources of
the position nevertheless far from

exhausted. The text game gives an
example of yet another strategical
idea which is possible with the
pawn structure of the variation —
the break d6-d5, this being an
active reserve for Black in many

ramifications of the Sicilian
Defence.
19 5

Of course, by simply closing the
centre ‘tight” and conquering more
space White can try to highlight
the shady side of Black’s idea,
which also leads to a further
restriction to the mobility of the
light-squared bishop on ¢8 and
the renouncing of any later pawn
influence on White’s major piece
outpost at d4. White gains nothing
by opening up play with the aim
of exerting pressure on the d-file.
For exampie:

(a) 10 ed ed 11 &b3 &b4? 12
ke2 &S 13 43 Zac? and
despite the evident weakness of
the dS pawn, Black, thanks to his
active pieces (especially on the ¢-
file!) has a fully equal game (Mar-
janovic—Mochialov, Minsk 1982);

(b) 10 @b3 de 11 £xf6 &xf6
12 Hixed Wxd2+ 13 Exd2 £d877
14 $¢2 £b6 15 Decs 51?7 16 fe
Hxe5 17 Rd5 EeB 18 2b5 HeT 19
Bel &c7 and Black has excellent
prospects in a complicated end-
game thanks to his pair of influen-
tial bishops. {(Corall-Taimanov,
Hastings 1955/56),

.. ad7

A surprising opening metamor-
phosis has occurred on the
board - the double-edged Sicilian
formation has acquired pure
‘French’ contours, where it is as
though the fixed pawn chains dis-
rupt the tempo of the development
of events. But the essence of the
global strategic problems con-
fronted by the two sides is
unchanged: opposite castiing has
led to flank operations.

i1 4

Natural, but apparently not the
most energetic way of developing
the initiative. So far as Black's
castled position has no defects at
the moment, a pawn storm here is
slow and less advisable than a
piece assault. As practice has
shown, White is best served by
reorganizing according to the
scheme — &3, £d3 with the
subsequent transfer of the queen
to the kingside. For example:

{2) 11 &3 Sbbdor 11 ... gxes
12 Hxg5 Hb6 13 £d3 b6 14 HiI)
12 £d3 £d7 13 wel!? and the
threat [4 @xe7 Wxe7 15 £xh7+
&xh? 16 &Hg5+  secures the

initiative for White;

{b) 11 &xe? WxeT 12 Df3 Hibé
13 wel for 12 Wi2, as Bronstein
has played here) 13 ... &£d7 14
243 15 115 £xh74 is threatened
and on 15... hé there is the strong
16 h4) 15 ef wxf6 16 g3 and,
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by combining threats against the
black king with positional press-
ure in the centre, White achieves
a good position {Matanovic—
Minev, Maribor 1967),
1 ... Hbb
The plan of Black’s counterplay
is connected with a regrouping of
forces by means of ... &b, ...
£d7, ... X¢B and subsequently
... &a5 when possible. Refraining
from this purposeful manocuvring
would be risky; as you are already
aware every tempo is of account
with opposite-side castling.
An example of this is the game

where after 11 ... a6 12 {31716
13 of Hixf6 14 £d3 Black soon
found himself in a dangerous situ-
ation,

12 ge2

*Consistent’ development of the

pawn offensive by way of 12 g4
would be ‘striking thin ait’, since
a concrete method of ramming the
fortified castied position is not yet
possible. But time is very dear,
instead of a limp developing move,
relying on ‘general consider-
ations’, it would be better {o play
12 &3 here, with a subsequent
13 %d3, which would retain the
mitiative for White.

12 ... &d7

13 &bi1%

But this is now simply an

unforced loss of time,
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1t is obvious that by consistently
implementing his plan, based on
the possibility of active operations
along the c¢-file, Black has been
allowed to outstrip his indecisive
opponent in the creation of con-
crete  preconditions for  the
development of an initiative. The
thematic manoeuvre 14 .., Dal is
now threatened.
14 DchS
Apparently the  American
Grandmaster has placed his hopes
on the tempting transfer of his
knight to d6. However the queen-
side ‘belongs’ to Black in this
opening and he is invulnerable on
this part of the board.

4 ... ab
18 &6 Be?
16 &xel

‘The tension has to be broken -—
16 ... B was the threat here. So
we see that 11 h4 has turned out
to be superfiuous.

16 ... Wxe?

17 wWel HeBt?
I8 Hxes Hfxe8
19 44d3 Hixdd
20 wxd4 £b517

The crowning of Black's strat-
egy. Al of his opponent’s active
pieces have been exchanged, and
his main trump — the c-file —
is shown to have all the more

significance.
21 3 Axd3+
22 wxd3 Red
23 g3 b5
24 °h5 h6

A text-book position. White's
strategic battle is lost: he has no
resources of active play whatso-
ever, whilst Black dominates in
*his’ sphere — the queenside.
There is, in essence, a purely tech-
nical phase ahead.

25 xhfl b41?

A typical ploy — the white
king's cover has been weakened
by the advance of pawns
{remember? - the best defensive

covering force for the king i8 the
initial pawn structure), and this
allows Black to widen his sphere
of influence with yet another open
file,

26 exbd Wxhd
27 Rel kb8
28  Ec2 xxe2
29 wxe2 Wwal!
¥ xgl Wil
3N wem

The very experienced Kashdan
displays great stubbornness in a
difficult position. He sets two
immediate traps with the text
move - 31 .., Bxb2+7 32 $xb2
W2+ 33 b3 wagl 34 wcel+
$h7 35 Wc2+; and 31 ... Rb4
32 WeB4+ $h7 33 we2+ Red
34 Zel! and White achicves his
desired draw in both cases.

n ... Wwd3+
32 @al b4
33 wel? WhS
34 b2

On the immediate 34 WeS+
&h? 35 We2+ Bed 36 Hel, there
is the strong reply 36 ... wWed.
Black must now contend with this
positional threat.

K ” R Red
33 Rel Rxel+
36 vixel

Kashdan's ingenious defence
not only repels the direct strike,
but also manages to exchange
fooks, thereby simplifying his prob-
lems. But the queen ending also
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remains dangerous for White —
the black queen is very active.
3 ... Wd3
37 b2 Wil
3 M wxhS
39 a4 i3
40 b5
it is well-known that in queen
endings the quantity is not so
important as the guality of pawns
and the American Grandmaster
quickly creates a passed pawn.
This is undoubtediy his best
chance.
40 ... axb$
41  axhs d4
And Black is not outdone ...
The d-pawn is ro worse than the
b-pawn and their exchange is in

prospect.

47 wd2 Wil
43  WaS welt
4 Pl d3

45  wd2 Wed
46 bé Web+
47  Pdi Wwxb6
48  Wxd3 wel+
49  del weg2+
50 el g6

51 we3 &h7

52 wd) Pg?

This position promises Black
excellent chances of victory — he
has an extra pawn and an active
queen, whilst White has no kind
of counterplay available and must
patiently await the unavoidabic
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opening up of play, whereby the
black king will come into the zone
of accessibility.

White has no more than a prac-
tical chance of a draw which, with
accurate and technically precise
play by Black, shouid not play a
major role. Nevertheless the game
concluded in a draw ... Af some
moment, in the region of seventy
moves, Black broke his vigilance
and a near win was let slip. But |
won't fire the reader with the
details of this guite monotonous
ending. Moreover, it deviates from
the bounds of our theme. The
game though turned out to be
instructive so far as even fixed
pawn chains, which are generally
not characteristic of the Sicilian
pattern, do not alter the principal
strategic character of the position
of opposite-sided castling, in
which energy and speed during
the implementation of flank oper-
ations and the purposefulness of
those operations, drawing on ali

. the available major “trumps’, are

the relevant factors of success.

Can One Go Without Castling?

1 ed s

2 a3 LAt ]
3 44 exdd
4 SHxdd &t
5 5l 46

6 Lg5 26

7 wa2

Again the starting position of
the ‘Rauzer Attack’, which has
excited the creative mind for sev-
eral decades now. It has given
stimufus to the research of the
many global probiems of modern
strategy and has particularly
heightened the understanding of
the value of time and dynamism in
the development of the initiative.
Examples of games with opposite-
sided castling underline the sig-
nificance of literally every tempo
during flank operations.

iy
L]

From among the scarch for
methods of utilizing the time factor
arises the idea of the possibility of
the development of a flank initiat-
ive by Black even before the com-
pletion of the mobilization of his
forces, this economy also involy-
ing delayed castling. In positions
of the semi-closed type, theory
suggests, the retention of the king
in the centre is not so risky, as
long as the pawn cover is
extremely solid, whilst the force
for the developing attack by Black
on the queenside can also often
manage without the Kkingside
pieces. So yet another double-
edged variation has come into
common practice, which has
further enriched the arsenal of
active methods in the Rauzer
attack. The variation begins with
the moves:

7 :17
&d7

§ o080

Black’s plan is clear: he endeav-
ours to purposefully develop an
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offensive according to the now
familiar scheme — Rc8 and Dals
{or #a38), ignoring his kingside for
the moment. Let us recall what
Karpov said: ‘the fate of the game
in the Sicilian Defence is often
decided before the players have
deployed half of their pieces. The
fact is that the battle forces in
this opening are concentrated on
opposite flanks and are prepared
10 be thrust at the enemy king at
any minute’

In trath 1 myselfl have been
convinced of this characteristic
more than once ... Here are some
of those memorabie games.

Jimenez~-Taimanov
Havana 1967

We now take it up from diagram
26, where it is White to move:
9 f4
The well-known strategical pos-
tulate {to answer flank operations
with a blow in the centre!} could
not be more appropriate than
here. Biack has left his king in the
centre, and is behind in develop-
ment, 50 White's most decisive
obiective lies in the opening of
play. White’s main trump now is
a well prepared break with ed—e5.
9 se?
Black, alas, cannot manage
without this, which departs some-
what from his projected plan. On
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the ‘routine’ 9 ... Hc8 there may
follow 10 213 and if 10 ... Wwa5,
then 11 &b1!? (the tempting 11
25 is answered by the tactical refu-
tation — 11 ... @b4! 12 ef Txcl
13 6d4 Ral3 H . b5 12e5 b4
f3efbe 14 fg £xg7 15 Wxdé X7
16 &e5 and White has a dangerous
attack,

True, 9... h6is possible, leading
to interesting complications, This
is worth special consideration and
this continuation will be examined
in a separate example below.,

10 &f3

The basic course of White's
initiative is the ed-e3 break. The
alternative 10 £5 is covered in the
next game.

10 .. bs

There is no time for turning
round now. In the event of 16 ...
HcB 11 &bl WcT there follows
IZeStde 13fe &d5(13 ... &xesS
14 SHxes wxe5 15 &xfe) 14 Hixds
ed 15 &xe? &Hxe? 16 £d3 and
matters for Black are unenviable
{Spassky-Taimanov, USSR Ch.
1956},

Il e5

The signal for the ‘hayonet’
charge!

Other methods are clearly less
energetic. For example:

(a) 11a3 b4 12 ab Hxbd 13
&b! {13 57 Was 14 &bl &Hed)
13 ... &cH 14 fcd 0-0 15 Hhel
Wc7 and Black has excelient play

{Vasyukov-Wade, Moscow 1962},
(bY H1 £d3 b4 12 £¢2 00 (or
i2...a5 13 ¢S de 14 fe HAS 15
&xe7 HxeeTy 13 Hgl wad 14
&bl ht 15 4h4 Rab8 and
Biack’s chances are no worse.

{cy 11 &xi6 {one of the advan-
tages of Black delaying castling is
the possibility of weakening his
kingside pawn structure without
any particular risk, en account
of the strengthening of his king's
pawn cover in the centre. A similar
construction is encountered in the
game continuation) {2 fSGWbé 13
&bl 0-0-0 (this is also & charac-
teristic method — Black’s king is
compietely at ease on the queen-
side). 14 g2 &b 15 &h3 {perhaps
I5fe fe 16 &h3 is better) 15 ...
b4i? 16 Hie? e5? (it is important
to deny the white knight the d4
and 14 squares from where it could
increase the pressure against the
¢6 pawn. Theevident weakening of
the d5 square is not too important
here since the white knighis are

awkwardly placed) {7 ¢4 £a5 18
b3 4&cb!? 19 wd3 H1b71? 20 &d2
Af87 21 W3 £h6 22 Hhel &cs
and Black has an attractive game.
This example is highly typical of
positions played with similar
pawn configurations {Boleslav-
sky-Tammanov, USSR 1970}
n .. b4
Just so! The faint-hearted 1] ...
de 12 ke &£d5 simply leads to
a prospectless position after 13
Hixd5 ed 14 LxeT HixeT 153 443,
12 exfé
The gambit venture does not
work — 12 ed be 13 Wxc3, in view
of 13 ... 418 1415 wasi? 15 axf6
gl 16 Wxi6 Ng8 17 fcd £27 18
fe fe 19 Whd 208 and Black seizes

del Plata 1936).

12 .. bxed
13 wxed gxf6
4 ohd

Not attracted by the tempting
tactical blow 14 Xxd6 &xde6 15
£xf6 in view of 15 ... &bdl;
nothing is promised either by {5
Bdueto 15... 4517 16 fe fe 17
&d4 wast?

4 .. a5

i4 ... d5 15 &bl Das 16 15
ReB 17 wd2 %cy, has also been
played, but the text move is per-
haps more expedient.

A fascinating picture! The tough
tactical skirmish on the two flanks
sharpens the situation still further.
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Which is the more composed king?
Practice has shown that although
their pawn covering forces are
equally sohd, Black already has
an open file on which if is perhaps
easier to organize activity against
the enemy king, but then White
has the more harmonious inter-
action of pieces. In so many words,
chances are roughly equal.
5 &bt

A usefl prophylaxis. The
Austrian master Beni, in Vienna
1954, played 15 4d4 against me
here, which did not turn out oo
well. After 15 ... @bd 16 bl
Eb8 17 wd2 who I8 ¢3 &dS it
became clear that White's inten-
ded 19 £02 falls to the sharp
tactical blow 19 ... Wxb2+ 20
Wxb2 Sxed+ 21 &2 Hxbi+,
but after 19 &bl (19 ... &Hx4
was threatened) 19 ... a4 20 &12
axc3+! 21 be WbT7 22 Red ab 23
£xb3 Rad 24 we2 £xb3 25 ab
Wxh3+ 26 Wxb3 Kxb3 he simply
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remained a pawn down in the
endgame.

Of course, 15 a3 is also passive
for White, since after the natural
continuation 15 ... HcB 16 wel
e/, Black is the first to go over
to the offensive{Pilnik -Spaaniard,
Beverweik  1957), while in the
event of 15 £d3 Zb8 16 Rhel
&ib4 Black's game is also the
more preferable (Zhelandinov—
Vistanetskis, LISSR 1934},

15 ... b4
16 a3

By using tactical methods White
succeeds in ousting the enemy
knight, but this still does not give
him the chance to seize the initiat-
ve.

16 ... S¢8
17 wd2 Has

Obviousty unsuitable are both
17 ... &xc2 in view of 18 &d3,
and 17 ... %xc2 due to 18 wWel,
since Black incurs material loss in
both cases.

18 od

Jimenez is forcing simplifica-
tions not without basis, as far as
an attempt to force counterplay in
the centre by way of 18 {5 is too
late in view of 18 ... b6,

8 ... &1b6
19 WxaS &xed
20 wxd8+  xdB

After a series of lvely and dou-
ble-edged tactical events, play has
acguired new characteristics. The

game has transposed into a com-
plicated ending, where approxi-
mately equally valued advantages
have emerged for either side —
White has two connected passed
pawns on the gueenside, Black has
a powerful central pawn mass.
2 an

As often happens with a sharp
change in the strategical situations
on the board, Jimenez has not
been able to adjust and becomes
immersed in a new world of ideas
and plans. His actual move is
superficial and does not answer
the demands of the position. The
tactical operation 21 fxcd4 Mxcd
22 Exd6! promised White better
prospects. Then in the event of 22
. Bxf4 23 242 the position of the
black king becomes extremely
uncomfortable, and on 22 ...
dxdel? 23 &xfb+  Ke? 24
&xh8 fo 25 g7 Hx¥M 26 4h6
Hed 27 g3 White wins a pawn,
aithough after 27 ... e5 28 Rdl

w7 Black has sufficient counter-
play thanks to his two active bish-
ops. Nevertheless this continu-
ation gusrantees White a safe

endgame.
2 ... 2e8
22 Rel 45
23 &xed
Eventually White cannot

endure the active knight any
ionger, but with its exchange the
classic advantage of the two bish-
ops arises for Black, which in these
types of endings has not only a
theoretical significance ...
23 .. Hxcd
24 g3
The initiative would switch to
Black after 24 Bxcd dc 25 g3 6
26 Mdi+ $cT 2T Hdd &ds.
24 ... xeld
25  Hxcl £46
26 4d4 &eT
27 &SN
The desire of lmener to
exchange one of the bishops is
quite understandable {and the
psychological factor here does not
play a smali role!), but this under-
taking not only costs several
fempi, but also leads to an active
pawn mass for Black, which is why
it cannot be justified. 27 b4 should
have been played, of course.
27 .. -§:5. 144
This manoeuvre reduces the
dynamism of White's passed
pawns and allows Black to gain
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time for the activation of his own
foroes.

28 <$a2 £xc8
29 HxcS db
3B bs e5

It becomes clear that Black's
compact pawn chain, supported
by his bishop, displays more po-
tential than White’s blockaded
passed pawns. The subsequent
stage is characteristic of such end-
mngs.

31 $b2 hS
32 %b3 Lp4
33 Hel d4
Jg fe+ fe

33 2d3 Seb+
36 @b f6

Black’s central pawns are set in
motion, whilst White’s pawns are
paralysed. Black’s advantage is
indisputable.

37 Hel h4!?

A classical method. For the
development of the initiative Black
must stil} activate his rook, which
at the moment is fulfilling an
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important, though prophylactic,
function. Hence i is important to
find a method of penetrating the
enemy camp - in other words
to open up a new avenue o an
undefended part of the board.

38 DS 245

39 xfl

It is clear that now, as also on

the previous move, it woukd be
disadvantageous for White to cap-
ture the h-pawn due to the transfer
of the black rook to this file.

39 .. hg
4 e el
41 a4

At last the white pawns
advance, but ... with obvious

tardiness.
41 ... Hg8!
42 ah’

White has neither the time nor
the nerves now for a passive
defence by way of 42 Bgl.

42 .. Zxg3
43 a6 Epls
44 &bl d3!

435 a7

Or 45 &Hxdd dcd 46 2d!
L xa6.

445 ... a2
46 Hixd3 Exa7
47 Sc2?

A mistake, which hastens the
inevitable defeat,
41 ... Led
48 Zel &
White resigns.

The plan of a flank attack
without castling was fuily justified
in this game, But the king is not
always so comfortable in the cen-
fre ...

Kholmov~Taimanoy
Leningrad 1967
1 o4 <5
2 53 Hich
3 d4 od
4  Hixdd 06
5 Hed dé
6 25 eh
7 wWd2 a6
8 080 247
9 4 2e7
16
" [

Before the last move the pos-
ition was weli-known to the reader
from the detailed analysis of the
previous game. You wiil recali that
the break ed-e5, which figured as
White’s main motif of initiative
in the plans examined there, was
completely  strategically  based.

However, the interesting ‘drama’
of the vanation canno! be resiric-
ted to just one plan, even with
such a fundamental idea as ed-¢5,
and not surprisingly, the searching
minds of theoreticians and practi-
cal players {Khoimov coming
under the second category) take
original and various paths in the
struggle for the initiative. White's
latest sharp move is & convincing
exampie of this. Without any prep-
aration and even at the cost of
positional compromise (the ¢35
squarel), White quickly enters into
a central confrontation with the
aim of opening play and getting at
the enemy king. The psychological
advantage of such direct tactics
is a breach of the plans of his
opponent, whe is now forced to
adjust from aggressive intentions
to important measures of defence.
And, judging by the subsequent
course of the battle, this subjective
factor turns out 1o be extra-
ordinarily effective ...
146 ... T8N

White's idea is fully vindicated
after this superficial reply.

Of course, it is not worth being
tempted by the winning of a pawn
by way of 10 ... &ixd4 1] wxd4
ef, on which White obtains a dan-
gerous ipifiative after both 12 ef
£x{S 13 &cd 0-0 14 Zhet and
12 2d3 fe 13 &Hxed. However, by
taking the centrai outpost at his
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disposal with 10 ... De5, with the
idea that, besides other advan-
tages. this prevents his opponent’s
fight-squared bishop from occupy-
ing the important a2-g8 diagonal,
Biack could successfully enter into
a discussion on the grounds of
White's unusual treatment of the
opening. For example, 11 fefe 12
aOf3 weT 13 ge2 0-0-0 14 Zhf]
W8 15 &bl b8 with fuil
equality (Keres—- Najdorf, Moscow
19563,

1 fe fe

12 ded

it is now already clear that

White has securely seized the
initiative. The threat to the ¢b
pawn forces the exchange of
knights, after which Black is
deprived of his main trump — the
chance to mount his knight on a
‘pedestal’ at e5, whilst White, on
the other hand, strengthens his
position in the centre,

12 ... oxd4

13 wxdd was

Although  Black's position

appears to be sufficiently solid, the
vulnerability of his pawn ‘island’
in the centre makes itself felt. For
example, an aitempt to transfer
the knight to 5 by way of 13 ...
Higd does not work in view of 14
A xe? wxe7 15 £e21? and on {3
... 00 the simple 14 4 b3 is strong,
with the threat of 15 3. The text
move, which gains time for the
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regrouping of forces, is still com-
paratively best.

14 4xf6 gf

15 4b3 Hd8

This extravagant attempt to
artificially ‘castle’ queenside con-
tains an element of panic, and s
by no means well-founded since
the king is not immediately threat-
ened as yet. By continuaing in the
spirit of the position with 15 ...
T g8!? and the subsequent transfer
of the rook to the cenire via g5,
Black would still retain sufficient
defensive capabilities.

Now, however, the loss of time
spent on the king evacuation is
fraught with serious troubles,

16 He2 Rl

On the tempting 16... WeS the
simple 17 Hhfl would follow, with
the threat of 18 D4,

17 wd3?

With this manoeuvre White not
only frees the d4 square for the
possible leap of his knight, but
even more importantly, prepares
for the transfer of his queen to the
kingside for an attack on the weak

pawns.
17 .. Zed
18 o4 &7

18 ... wb4 19 Rhel {5 does not
help either in view of 20 a3 and
if 20 ... fe, then 21 abed 22 Zxes
de 23 &oxd3.

19 &bt
Yet another example of the for-

mula — one should attack with
hot heart, but cold reasoning!
White's  prophylactic  move
strengthens the threat of the trans-
fer of the queen 1o the kingside.
On the immediate 19 Wh3 there
would follow 19 ... Hxed and 20
figb is not possible in view of 20
oo WESH,
19 .. Wha

Inexplicable. Black ‘urges’ the
white gueen (o where it is rushing.
it is, however, true that with the
more natural continuation 19 ...
HeB 20 whl Xxed 21 £xe6 Nxi4
22 sxd? things are lamentable
for himy.

20 whi?

The triumph of White’s strat-
epy! The siege of the e6 pawn,
which he had planned even in
the opening, achieves the deserved
concluston, Material losses are un-
avoidable for Black,

0 .. Zxed
21 L

This is even stronger than 21
Hixet-+ which, however, also gives
White the advaniage.

.1 S hg

The exchange must be given up.
With 21 .. He8 22 wxh7 £d8 23
Rd3! Black comes under a strong
attack.

21 wxh8 Wwes

Although Black has managed
to repair the coordination of his
forces and, at first glance, has
shaken off his immediate worries,
he is stilt left with not a few small
problems, and this allows White
to realize his material advantage
without any special effort.

3 wxg2?

Over optimistic. 1t would be
more logical to settle for the more
modest 23 ... Wgd 50 as {0 answer
24 Wge? with 24 ... $dB holding
the defence for the time being,

Now White's initiative takes on

new impeus.
24 we? £48
25  hS!

A surprisingly decisive role is
played by the quite insignificant,
up till now, h-pawn — its dyna-
mism is irrepressible.

3 .. w3
26 hé ahd
27 ZXbel a5
28 o4t 44
29 3

Finally, all of White’s pieces
enter the battle. Such an onslaught
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an his opponent’s disconnected
forces cannot be survived.
9 .. &8

29 WIS+ 30 £c2 Wxeh does

not help either, in view of 3! h7

Wwhi 32 &xgb.
0 W Whs
3t Zxd4! Wxh7
32 Zxd7

Black resigns.

There was no peace for the
uncastied black king in this game.
Here, so as not to conclude this
theme on such a pessimistic note
{that would not be quite fair!}, one
more example, but with a different
method of implementation.

Barden~Taimanov
USSR v England, London 1954

i ed c5
2 03 #ch
3 44 od
4 Hxd4 Hfe
5 £Hiel 46
6 4gs eb
7 wd2 a6
g 000 Sd7
% 14 he

This move gives the game a
particular flavour. In general, as
one may have been convinced by
some of the previous examples,
such a weakness of the pawn chain
on the kingside must be treated
extremely carefully (it is well-
known that one should not make
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an unforced pawn move in that
part of the board where one’s
opponent is planning an attack!),
but ins the present case the advance
of the h-pawn has a tactical basis.
By driving the opponent’s bishop
away fo an undefended sqguare,
Black obtains the possibiity,
through a combination of blows
to direct the game into the chan-
nels of fascinating complications,
where many tempting prospects
are revealed for both sides.

This idea is often tried a move
earlier, but then White retains a
wider choice of bishop retreats —
gither {0 hd, 1o (4 or to e3,

W ik

Of course, the exchange of the
bishop would be a concession,
since after 10 &xf6 wxfé White
cannot advantageousty utilize the
motif of the central break for the
opening of the d-file. For exam-
pic: i o5 de 12 &dbS wd8 13
DHd6+ £xd6 14 Wxd6 ef 15 Ded
we? 16 wd2 4cB? and White's

mitiative is ot worth the material
expense  {Shamkovich-Egorov,
USSR 1961} or {1 &3 wd8!? 12
wb! £¢7 13 h4 Wbh6 14 Zh3
0-0-0 with compietely level play
for Black {Marjanovic—Kuprei-
chik, Yugoslavia v USSR 1979}

19 ... axedl?

This is the sharp tactical idea
which determines the character
of the struggle in Black’s chosen
variation, The consequences of
this enterprising operation are in
no way simple, and compiicated
problems now arise for both play-
ers to the same degree. 10 ... g5
il fg ©gd4!? is an interesting and
double-edged alternative.

11 el

Only thus can one cross Black’s
ptan. Of course, on ] Hixed Wxhd
12 &Bixeh £xc6 13 Hixd6+ £xdé
14 Wxd6 Td8 15 wxd8 + wxd8 16
Exd8+ @xd8 the ending, in any
event, does not turn out in White's
favour.

Now double-edged play arises
where White has a  significant
initiative for the temporarily sacri-
ficed pawn.

H ... Hi6

O course, not {1... g5%in view

of 12 &ixed gh 13 el
12 5450

The game has opened up and
the delay of the black king in the
centre makes itsel{ felt. Black must
take urgent measures for its evacu-
ation.

12 ... Wwals

A rather sober solution to the
current probiem. By returning the
pawn Black gains time for securing
the safety of his king. Other con-
tingations which have occurred in
practice are dangerous for Black.
For example;

fa) 12 ... Wb8 13 &xf6 gf 4

-Sed d5Ei4... o7 15 Dxdé+ &d8

16 &xf74+) 15 Oxf6+ *d8 16

L wd2 and White's advantage sum-
. mons no doubt.

(b) 12 ... WcT 13 &xf6 gf 14

" ndS wd$ 15 Wedl bS 16 £e2 hS

17 £13 Xb8 18 X hel and White's

% onslaught acquires a crushing

aspect {Bradvarevic- Velimirovie,
Yugosiavia 1965}

13 &Oxdb+  2xd6
14  Hxd6
The situation on the board has
cleared  somewhat.  Having

returned the pawn, Black has
repelled the direct threats and has
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generally concluded the mobiliz-
ation of his forces, preparing a
haven for his king on the queen-
side. But, at the same time, defects
have been created in his pos-
itton — in particular a weakness
is felt on the dark squares, besides
which, his kingside pawn chain is
under threat of destruction. These
factors demand purposeful oper-
ations for the organization of con-
crete counterplay.
14 ... wcl

The aim of this manoguvre is 1o
partially *plug’ the dark-squared
defects. The logical alternative —
4., 0-0-0 - is of approximately
equal value and has a good practi-
cal basis,

So as 10 acquaint ourselves with
the basic motives which determine
either side’s plans m this case,
let’s sample a few characteristic
examples of this pian.

{a} 15 &xf6 gf 16 Whd Hbs 17
al &Hxe2!? 18 =Zxd7 (18 dxc2?

——
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Sadry 18 ... Exd? 19 dxc2
Ehd§ with unclear, double-edged
play.

{b) 15 &e2 He? 16 &xi6 gf 17
W2 4c6 18 Hxd8+ Dxd8 with
roughly level chances (Klovan—
Vasyukov, USSR 1973}

(c} 1S wd2 De? 16 £d3 Lcb
17 Exd8+ Hxd8 and Black has
no difficalties {Gligoric-Aver~
bakh, Zurich 1953),

(d) 15 B2 e517(15 ... e 16
WesSt wxed 17 fo &5 18 of Dxhd
19 Dedi? 16 fg hg 17 282 (or 17
43 @d5h 17 ... Dpd 18 &gl
Hged and Black has fully equal
play (Milic-Durasevic, Yugo-
stavia 1934},

fe} 15 Hd1!? wcT (15... &e77?
16 &dsh 15 ... g5 16 fg hg 17
g3t 16 Wi Hiet 17 2d3 4cb
{8 £S5 ¢5 19 Ehel and White's
position is preferable (Spassky-
Rabar, Goteborg 1955).

As is casily noticed, the main
method of play for Black is the
regrouping of forces according to
the scheme of &He? and 4cb.
White's hopes for the initiative lic
in central operations and, when
the opportunity presents itself, an
attack on the weakness of Black’s
kingside pawns by way of ex-
changing on [6.

11 is probably these very motives
that determine the character of
the struggie along with the queen
manoetivre which Black made in

the text game.
15 wd2

Later analysis established that
{5 Bd2! is a better continuation
for White so as to, after 15 ...
0-0-0(15... wxi4 is dangerous for
Black in view of 16 2xf6 wxfs 17
Hed Wes 18 Hd6+ e 19 W2
as was played in the game Berger-
Benko, Budapest 1955) 16 £xf6
gf 17 Whd {5 I8 4e2 de8 19
X hdl, organize perceptible press-

slavia 1937). However, in 1954,
when the match USSR-England
was played, the subtle retreat of
the rook had not yet come to
theoreticians’ attention.

5 .. 4-0-0

The immediate 15 ... DeT is
more accurate, as I played some
time Iater against Averbakh. That
game continued 16 &xf6 gf 17
He4 0-0-0 18 Hxf6 fcd 19 5d3
Dgb 20 HhS Red (20 ... &b
21 Hed Exd2 22 Bxel+ dxe?
23 $xd2 ©h4 24 Bg! XdR+ and
Black's initiative fully compen-
sates for the insignificant material
deficit.

Now, by means of 16 L2172,
White can hinder the intended
transfer of the black knight to
the kingside via 7, on which the
harmonious deployment of his
forces will be significantly im-
peded.

16 fe2 HeT?
17 2di afs
18 4xf6 gf

19 nd3 Lch
20 g3 T xd3
21 wxd3 Zds
22 WxdB+  wWxd8
23 ExdB+  &xdS
24 243 44

As a result of forcing play the
position is simplified and a simple
ending has arisen where, strictly
speaking, an agreement of a draw
would be quite appropriate. How-
ever, as you can see, both players
are aware that chances are not yet
fully exhausted and due to ‘youth’
and mutual optimism the batile
continues. Although the subse-
quent phase goes beyond the
bounds of the main theme of the
analysis, and there are no more
particularly brilliant events in the
game, the endpame nevertheless
is worth looking at, as far as it
contains some instructive episodes
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which are characteristic of Sicilian

endings.
25 b4 €5
26 fe fe

21 &d2 de7
8  Hel deb
9 adl s
Since the carly moves the prob-
lem of the Sicilian is which of the
pawns are the more dynamic -
the outside or central ones? Of
course, this is an abstract guestion,
for much depends on the correla-
tion and disposition of the remain-
ing forces. But nevertheless,
experience shows that central
passed pawns, perhaps, demon-
strate more potential than outside
passed pawns. However, this
observation is immaterial in the

current situation — as before,
chances are equal.

0 3 af3

31 il 245

32 cd Be6

33 b4 Hd4

34 Hdl &f6

35 Hed Heb

36 bS8

Up till now the manoeuvres of
both players have been sufficiently
harmless and nothing significant
has occurred on the board. But
White's last move bears a sharper
character; he activates his pawns
significantly, but ... at the cost
of some positional concessions,
which are highly important in
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endings as elsewhere. The fact is,
that the biockading c5 square
turns out to be at the disposal of
Black’s knight.

36 .. &kl

37 ad?

And this is now a fundamental
mistake — the ad pawn becomes
& convenient tfarget, 37 ba was
better, developing drawing fend-
encies.

K 7 N a5t
38 HdS4?

Of course, White’s position is
now fail of misgivings, but there
were not yet grounds for panic, By
adopting waiting tactics {say 38
£¢2), White would still retain a
defendable position. Now, how-
ever, matters deteriorate irrepar-
ably. since in 4 position of such a
blocked nature his  bishop
becomes  immeasurably  more
passive than the ‘leaping’ black
knight.

s ... AxdS
3% od Dd4i?

This is even more precise than
39... &es. Defending the {5 pawa,
Black frees his knight for an excur-
sion on the queenside.

40 44

40 ... e7

41 afi &d6
42 42 b6
43 343 Hh3n
4  4h3 DelS+
45 d2 Hed+

White resigns, :

Of course, the above games and
opening varations far from
exhaust the richness of congent of
the doubic-edged Rauzer attack.
However, the author hopes to
have helped in the understanding
of the basic strategical motives
and the inherent dynamism, so
that the inquisitive reader has a
basis on which to research his own
ways and inderpretations in the
many varied possibilities of this
fascinating opening system.

3 The Boleslavsky System

Dyramics versus Statics

Among the various possibilities
which can be found in the asym-
metrical Sicilian formations, a par-
ticular piace is occupied by the
probiems associated with the con-
trasting range of static and
dynamic factors which determine
the strategic character of the strug-
gle. in a string of systems Black is
even prepared to accept funda-
mental positional concessions for
the sake of active piece play, since
such an imbalance opens up a wide
sphere for boid experimentation,
sharp conflict of ideas and creative
faniasy.

To such interesting modern
schemes, evoked by the ideas of
La Bourdonnais and Emanuel
Lasker, one can now attribute the
established and profoundly con-
troversial ‘Pelikan’ variation, cer-
tain ramifications of the "O'Kelly’
variation {2 ... a6), and, of course,
the Boleslavsky, which serves as a
fundamental strategical base for

an understanding of some of the
opinions and evaluations which
have been made in the manuals
over the vears.

To tell the truth, I isitially had
first-hand experience of this vari-
ation when, in a series of games
playing as White, 1 had to solve
new unusual strategical problems
for the first time.

1 ecan recall the strong
impression of the first lesson which
was taught to me by the originator
himself in the 1949 {JSSR Cham-
pionships.

Taimanovy—Boleslavsky
USSR Ch. 1949

i ed c5
2 nf3 &Heh
3 d4 cd
4 Syxdd 0f6
g el 46
6 4e? e51?

This energetic blow in the centre
characterizes the plan of dynamic
play developed by 1. Boleslavsky.




Its motives are polemical, in as far
as they contradict the classical
laws of strategy. It is evident that
a backward pawn has now been
created in the black camp {yes, on
an open file as well) and the
central d5 sguare becomes a con-
venient outpost for White's pieces
{according to a remark attributed
to Lasker, a ‘hole’ in the pawn
*walF}, But against this Black gains
time and space for the activation
of his forces which, to the mind
of the originator, to some extent
compensate {or the positional con-
cessions. In short, play becomes of
a dynamic and concrete nature,
where each of the players have
their trumps. Of course, Bolesiav-
sky’s plan is not new (La Bourdon-
nais had previously employed a
simiar motif on the 4th move and
Lasker on the 5th), bug it was he
who shaped the controversial idea
into a harmosious strategical sys-
tem.
7 &b3

Out of the five possible basic
attempts to reveal the shady side
of Black’s formation, theory recog-
nizes either this retreat or the
manoeuvre 7 £f3 as the best aiter-
natives. The other practical paths
are less advisable, For example:

(@) 7 0I5 4axfS 8 ef d5 9 £S5
£b417? and Black seizes the initiat-
ive,

{b) 7 &Hdb3 a6 8 Hal Reb 9
ficd bS 10 e3 Hdd and Black
has excellent piay.

€} 7 &xch be 8 0-0 {or 8 wd3
&2e7 9 Wg3 0-0 16 0-0 Xb8 11 b3
2d7 12 Bdl &ces 13 14 whe 14
shi  &h8,  Pytlakovsky-Tai-
manov, Szawno Zdroj 19503 8 ...
£e7 9 Wdl 0-0 104 Hd7 1115
£b7 12 wgd d5 13 2h6 £16 14
Eadl &h8 15 &cl d4 16 OHbl
¢5 and Black has the initiative,
Fuller—Taimanov, Hastings 1955-
56.

7 ..
8 &g

Now, from a position of experi-
ence and knowledge, one can oniy
be touched by such a naive plan
to ‘refute’ Boleslavsky's opening
conception with a direct attempt
to seize the d8 outpost {moreover,
since there is also the tactical
retort 8§ ... Ded!?) but then, almost
40 years ago, classical principles
seemed unshakeable, Of course, it
would be better to continue 8 (-0
0-0 9 2£e3, harmoniously con-

$e7

cluding  one’s
although in this case also, as Boles-
lavsky repeatediy demonstrated,
Black, by way of 9... a5 {with the
idea of a flank advance), or 9 ..,
&eb {with a subsequent 10 ... d5)

obtaitns  fully  equal counter-
charnces,

8§ ... 0-0

9 £ xf6

development,

In any event consistent. With 9
WwdZ one would have to contend
with the routine ffank action 9 ...
a5!?. For example: Ho a3 (or 10 a4
£e6) 10 ... ad 11 &t ge6 12
0-0 Hidd 13 HEd! 2eB and Black

takes the initiative (Kasparian-
Geller, USSR 1952y,

9 .. &xfé
10 08
Or 10 ©dS 22517 11 fcd 26

12 h4 &h6 13 4% 2f4 14 wel
Ec8 15 c3 &eM? and the advan-
tage is with Black (Raikher-Boles-
lavsky, Budapest 1953).

1w, £e6

It &ds &ps1?

A very strong manoeuvre which

is one of the chief arguments in
defence of Boleslavsky's opening

_plan, As Alexei Suetin wrote in his

biography of the Grandmaster:
‘Boleslavsky's idea rests mainly on
ignoring the occupation of the
d5 square but retaining the two
bishops which  subsequently,
according to his plan, will acquire
much potential force.” Besides, the
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rofe of the dark-squared bishop
becomes especially  significant,
since it keeps the important dark
squares on the cl-h6é diagonal
under fire.
12 wd3
13 A2
It all jies in that same naive
conviction that giobal control
over the d5 outpost will guarantee
the advantage. The immediate 13
Hd2 was best.

HeTt?

3 ... ReB
14 Sd2 Hixd5
15 o &d7

As a result of a superficial and
somewhat dogmatic treatment of
this difficult opening variation,
White has emerged with a clearly
worse position. His fight for an
advantage in space does not serve
as sufficient compensation for his
opponent’s gueenside initiative,
where black’s rock on the open
file, along with his two long-range
bishops, controls the situation
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However, it is true that White's
position is still sufficiently solid at
present.

16 &ed W7
17 a4 bS

18 ab 4xbs
19 B3 as

Black’s advantage has become
tangible. 20 ... ad is now threaten-
ed.

20 xaX?

Perhaps this is the only way of
holding the position - the rook
transfers 10 the vulnerable c-file.

20 ... a4
21 He2 wes
22 E;

White ‘cluiches’ at ‘his’ light
squares and restrains the on-
slanght with great resolve, 22 ba
#xad 23 2e3 would be bad, if
only because of 23 ... He7 and the
pin becomes fatal.

22 .. Whi
13 Rch2n?

Again the only move, the threat
of 24 ba! forces Black to break the
burdensome {for White) tension.

23 .. a3
24 a2

Although, as before, matters for
White are unenviable, the immedi-
ate danger has been repelled. in
any case, his pieces have found

stability.
24 ... Re7
25 g3 XaB

26 $g2 b6

27 hd ads
28 &ft Xb7
2% Wil Lxcd
This is testimony of a

disappointment at the course of
events. Bolesiavsky, to ail appear-
ances, has resigned himself to the
foss of the initiative.

30 4xc4 wes

And the players agreed a draw.
All the same, strictly speaking
White's position is still worse.
Despite the fairly satisfuctory final
outcomne of the struggle in this
contest, it is recalled with rather a
bitter after-taste and provided a
lol of thinking points. Above ail,
it served as a warning to the dog-
matism of one’s own decisions.
Having been confronted with new
strategical problems, | did not suc-
ceed in finding an adequate riposte
and my treatment of the position
was determined not by concrete
form, but rather by formal canon-
istic evaluations. On the other
hand, Boleslavsky’s play almost
throughout the whole game was
distinguished by its freshness, dis-
playing an originality of ideas and
dynamism of plans.

Concrete conclusions were also
drawn regarding the opesning con-
cept. 1t was evident that, firstly, it
is not possible to ‘refute’ Boleslav-
sky’s new system, since its pos-
itional drawbacks are compen-

sated for by dynamic advantages.
And, secondly. one should not
overrate the importance of the
d5 outpost and concentrate one’s
attention on its seizure. This motif
should only accompany the
general plan of a harmonious
activation of forees in the centre,
where the break §2-f4 may become
4 MAjor FESOUFCE.

There are several arguments in
support of Boleslavsky's idea,
which are also boldly manifested
in this game. There is also the
freedom of development, the pos-
session of the semi-open ¢-file, con-
trol over the central dark-square
complex and, finally, on account
of the white knight's position on
b3, the possibility of a promising
surging march of the outside a-
pawn.

As is weil-known, one's own
negative experiences are also useful
and, having tested this variation as
White on several other occasions
besides this without particalar
success, 1 took it into my own
armoury, but now ... as Black. So
the Boleslavsky system for some
time (while White allowed it!)
occupied a solid part in my open-
ing repertoire. And, it must be
said, brought me much creative
oy

I will impart to the reader a
most memorable achievermnent,
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{nzicker=-Taimanoy
Stockholm 1932

i ed’ <5
2 03 Hich
3 d4 ed
4 Hxdd At
3 Hed 46
6 fel es

As you can see — now Tai-
manov plays the Boleslavsky Vari-
ation not as White, but as Black!

Y X

This retreat, rather than the
now famiiar 7 &b3, had its own
adherents in those days. Practice
has shown that the positioning of
the knight on b3 allows Black
to develop an initiative on the
queenside (for example, after 7
£bY pe7 8 00 0-0 9 {4 a5t 10
ad &bl Griinfeld—Boleslavsky,
Warsaw 1947) and naturally the
idea arose to withdraw the knight
to a less vulnerable standing. On
the other hand, with this White is
deprived of the active resource f2-
f4.

T .. ho

This prophylactic is a necessity
here, In the event of 7 ... fe7 8
&gs 00 9 &xf6 Lxf6 10 HdS
Black's bishop does not have the
convenient sidestep to g3 {inciden-
taliy, in this lies one of the argu-
menis in favour of the move 7
&3} and it is not now possible to
create counterplay as compen-
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sation for the loss of the central

outpost.
] 0-6 2e7
9 Hel

" An instructive idea. White in-
tends o redeploy his forces, on
which Black’s intended advance of
d6-d5 will be hindered due to
the ‘x-ray’ on the ¢5 pawn. The
alternative 9 £eld 0.0 10 wd?2
Let H Hadl is quite harmiess
and may be parried by both {1,
Wd7 12 el R1dR and by means

of 11 ... Re8!? 12 h3 ZcR 13
Dh2 Das {Levenfish-Boleslavsky,
USSR 1943).

9 .. -0

16 h3

it is probably not in the spirit
of the cautious Unzicker to allow
the pin, which is possible after 10
£f1 &g4, but this timid method
of play does not promise much
either.

£ E I 1)

The wdea of a queenside pawn

offensive is frequently encountered

in this variation. The banal 10 ...
2e6 is less convincing in view of
It &8 Xc8 12 ©d517 4xds 13
ed &bd 14 ¢4 and White, as was
shown in the game Aronson—
Rovner, Moscow 1930, obtains a
positionai advantage,
1 &fl

In the event of the inviting 11
a4 Black can now continue 1 ...
&¢6 with advantage, as here on
12 4F1 ReB 13 &d5 4xd5 4 ed
Dbd 15 ¢4 he has the significant
reply 15... a5!, blockading his op-
ponent’s queenside pawns (Weis-
Taimanov, Leningrad 1950}

) [ bs
12 a3%

Too many prophylactics! 12 a4
b4 13 &HdS would be better as,
incidentally, I myself once played
against Hivitsky (USSR 1949), and
which was also played against me
by Tolush (Leningrad 1950

2 .. 2b7
13 b3 8
14 ab2 geTt

One could be proud of dream-
ing up such a plan of transferring
the queen to a8 with the subse-
quent doubiing of the rooks on the
c-file, combining pressure against
the iwo potential pawn weak-
nesses in White's camp, if a shnilar
idea, albeit in a quite different
position and as White, had not
aiready been implemented a quar-
ter of a century earlier by Richard

Reti in a. game against Edward
Lasker in a tournament in New
York. But the upintentional plagi-
arism deserves recognition,

15 abl

An interesting idea. Unzicker

calculates that after 15 ... waB 16
Hid? Bie8 17 c4t he will undermine
Biack’s construction and will hold
the initiative himself. However, he
is in for a disappointment. The
banal 15 6Xd5 Hixd5 16 ed HbB 17
¢l would be better, although
Black has good play in this case
also after 17 ... &d7.

15 .. #a8

0 .. Hd8!

This strong manoeuvee was not
foreseen by Unzicker. Theed pawn
is now under fire, and the coordi-
nation of White’s picces is hin-
dered. These unexpected circum-
stances inevitably condemn White
to a passive and prospecticss
defence.
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17 243 Deh
18 Dact
18 c4 does not work, of course,
due to 18 ... el
8 ... Z68

Black’s advantage is indisput-
able. White's pieces are awkwardly
constrained and they cannot be
regrouped to rtepel the threats,
which grow with every move.

19 &h2 Hd7i?

20 Hhfl aes

21 &gl

Tragicomie, but apart from this

knight, White has generaily
nothing beneficial to move,

21 ... g6

22 ae2

A fascinating moment. In pre-
venting the thrust 22 ... &f4,
White incidentally sets a pos
tional trap. If Black is seduced by
the e4 pawn, then after 22 ... Hixed
23 &Hixed fxed 24 fxed waed 25
&Hied and 26 HdS he is instantly
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deprived of all his advantage. But
Black has stronger means.

2 .. g8

23 &l

The white knight displays mir-
aculous energy, single-handedly
repelling the direct threats on both
flanks, but it is impossible to main-
tain such a load for fong.

23 ... Hd41?

In similar overwhelming pos-
ittons, there is always the hidden
danger of ‘seliing out too cheaply’.
In this case also an attempt to
acquire a material advantage after
the tempting 23 ... £1d3 24 ¢d Hics
could result in needless complica-
tions after 25 We2 Sxd2 26 wxd?
Sxb3 27 wxhé Hxcl 28 gxel!,
when the threat of 29 $g5 is very
unpleasant for Black,

24 Hebl 45!

The crowning of Black's strat-
egy! Opening up play, he animates
all of his forces and forces victory
in a few moves.

25 ed
25 &xdd is no use i view of
25 ... &Hixd3.

285 ... Hxd3
26 cod Exel
27 4xel £xds
22 3 -t 44
29 a4

White is running out of moves.
29 HxeS loses in view of 29 ...
We6 30 Zel Mxcl 3 Wxcl DeZa+,

29 .. b4
30 &hi Web

An usuasual position. With a full
board of pieces White can literally
move nothing. After the unstop-
pable 31 ... &4 and 32 ... &fs
large material losses are inevitable.
Therefore Unzicker resigned. Vir-
tually all the efements of dynamic
strategy were used in the Boleslav-
sky in this game, aithough their
general expression was not found
without the help of his opponent.
Of course, this selkdom happens,
but independent motifs can also
piay a major role in themselves.

An honourable victory over the
fos mer World Champion, Anatoly
Karpov, is most memorable for
me. in this game [ succeeded in
executing a typical active strategy,
based on the possession of the
dark-squared complex in the cen-
tre of the board. And although
the Tundamental position is not
formally derived from the Boles-
lavsky system but from the
O'Kelly variation, if is clear that
the fixed ideas were derived
pamely from there.

Karpov~Taimanov
Leningrad 1977
1 ed o]
2 o3 AT
3 d4 cd
4 SHxdd ab
5 od e5

Thus, *a variation on the theme
of Bolestavsky'. In this particular
scheme of ideas the fight for the
dark squares in the centre is ex-
pressed in a particularly categor-
ical spirit, for the d5 square is
given over to White forever”.

6 &Hb3

An insidious reaction typical of
Karpov's style. Setting his hopes
on the stability of the positional
advantages achieved, he does not
rush to emphasize them, but most
of all iries to restrict his
opponent’s counierplay.
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On the other form of retreat -
6 $ie2 there would follow the prin-
cipled 6 ... £¢57 £d3 d6 8 00
Hge7 9 &3 040 10 Wh3 DHgod and
play takes on the direction which
Black intended, whereby each side
possesses their ‘own’ complex of
squares — White with the light
squares and Black with the dark
ones.

Theory also examines another,
sharper development of events -—
6 &IS d5! (on 6 ... d6 7 D3 gb
8 ©e3 fg7 the riposte 9 DedS is
unpieasant for Black} 7 cd &xI5
g ef Hdd 9 el {or 9 4243 wxds
1000 0-0-0!7 9 ... ge7 10 K43,
but then the picture of the battle
changes sharply and although
White takes a lead in development
he is deprived of such a major
opening conquest as control over
the key outpost on d5.

6 ... ofe
7 Hed £bd

The chief motive of Black’s
strategy is dynamic piece play in
support of the fight for the central
dark-square complex.

g8 3

The dynamic potential of
Black's chosen opening scheme
dictates attentiveness and care
from White. For example, on the
natural developing move 8 £d3
there could follow the energetic 8
... bs.
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8 .. 00
9 fel d6
0 Hcl b6!?
Played opportunely and con-
sistently!

At this moment, when White is
ready to reap the fruits of his
restraining strategy by gaining a
clear positional advantage with 11
a3, Biack, in continaation of his
opening idea, ‘consolidates’ his
dark squares, which guarantee the
basts for his counterplay.

1t 4d3 K517
12 wd2 &eb
13 Dxed

White cannot manage without
this exchange, sooner or later.
13 .. be
M4 86

it is time {0 sum up this un-
orthodox opening debate. Perhaps
it is favourable for both sides:
White has concluded his develop-
ment harmoniously, retained solid
control over the central outpost

d5, his pawn chain is fexible and
he has no flaws, in short, he has
created a premise for the fight for
the initiative in the forthcoming
middlegame.

But Black has also achieved
certain successes. He has also
mobilized his  forces without
difficulty, and in conjunction with
his general plan has acquired the
complex of dark squares and the
important outpost on d4 in the
centre of the board. He is also
blessed with the open b-file for
possible gueenside operations.

Chances must be considered to
be roughly equal.

14 .. HddM

Rashness, depriving Black, to a
significant degree, of the fruits of
his consistent opening strategy. 14
... I b8 would have been more in
the spirit of the position,

15 &dS

This is the whole point! Nothing
is pained by the tempting 15 &g5
in view of 15 ... h6 16 &£h4 g5 17
£12 HhS, and in such fashion,
Black succeeds in seizing the
initiative. The essence of the pos-
ition is that, in the event of 15 ...
£xds 16 cd £d7, White has the
energetic resource 17 bé!

15 ... od7

The retreat is forced (16 £g5
was threatened) and this is the
penalty of impetuosity.

16 4

Karpov. as always, splendidly
senses the final for the initiative
As far as the continuation 16 ...
ef is inadmissible for Black in view
of 17 fxd4 cd 18 wxfd Hes 19
Zidl, White captures space with

advantage.
e ... oh8
17 65 4.xd5
18 «od who
19  Hf2 f6

In contrast with the previous
diagram, the situation on the
board has changed significantly in
Whites favour. He is sestricting
his opponent on the kingside, his
pieces have space, and he has a

real chance, by way of 20 &hi

with a subsequent 21 g4, to under-
take active operations against the
enemy King. Despite the strong
position of his knight on d4 and
the possession of the b-file it would
be very difficuit for Black fo create
any sost of counterthreat.

Fortunately, Karpov strays to
a fess promising plan ...
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20 Redl

Karpov becomes distracted by
Biack’s isolated pawn. Its encircle
ment indeed looks very tempting,
but here the intuition of the
World Champion prompls a mis-
taken route. In any event it is not
the most threatening.

W .. a%
21 Had a8
22 wel

Karpov's intended plan of sicge
becomes evident. White wishes to
play 23 b3 and subseguently 24
&d2. However, all this is some-
what slow and gives his opponent
time for the organization of his
counterplay.

22 .. ZaTh

The magic of authority, as is
often the case, causes paralysis and
compels one to have faith in even
debatable plans. Onc can only
thus explain the passivity of
Biack's defensive reaction. In con-
trast, the artificial regrouping of
White's forces could have been
refuted by the cutting and bold
retort - 22 ... EfbB! 23 b3 wc?
24 £d7 Bbd4! — on the basis of
which is a refutation of the entire
plan of the sicge of the a-pawn, as
undertaken by Karpov.

23 b3 Hfal
4 =Em

The immediate 24 £d2 does
not suit in view of 24 ... £Hxb3 25
ab Wxb3 with a double threat,
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24 .. We7
25 sd2

25 .. Hrbe!

Further passivity would be
fatal — Black cannot stand by and
allow the opening of a second
front by way of 26 gd (or 26 &c3,
with the further 27 g4) whereby
his pieces would turn out o be
inactively squeezed into a corner
of the board. This explains his
decision to sacrifice a pawn in
order to activate his pieces; it is
now the only advisable reaction.

The struggle now takes on a
tactical nature.

26 Hxa$

OF course, not 26 £xa577 in
view of 26 ... Hixad 27 £xc7
&ixb2.

26 .. 4!
T afl

It is not difficult to believe that
White risks material losses with
other replies. For example:

{a) 27 Hxa7 wxa7 and the 'x-

ray’ of the queen on a7 to the king
on gt becomes irresistible.

{b} 27 bc HxalS 28 fxal weh!
29 4xb6 I3+ 30 Hhl Hixel
31 &xeS Hxd3 and Black wins.

27 .. Kxa$
28 axaS wWes
29  4xbe wxhé
3 &hi ch

The tempting 30 ... RcR 31 wel
Nb5 does not work in view of 32
be!

A new ‘change of scenery’. At
the cost of a pawn Black has
vitalized play, which is in com-
plete accordance with the spirit of
the variation. All of his pieces
suddenly gain in activity, and the
exchange of his opponent’s dark-
squared bishop puarantees him
a long-awaiied and fundamental
supremacy on the dark squares.
White must now turn his thoughts
to defence,

Ky ! hg
33 b4 g7
M4 bs

Note, incidentally, that the con-
tinuation recommended by some
commenlators at the time 34 4d3
fald 35 Wil i hardly convincing
i oview of 35 ... &ib3!, though
Black's initiative does not fade in
the current situation either.

M. 5!
35 of

Karpov's inherent ‘sense of dan-
ger' betrays him here. 35 £d3
should be played without fail, put-
ting a brake on the hostile attack.

K S &Hxfs
36 bR

This is now a serious mistake.
Repeliing the threat of 36 ... &ie3,
Karpov does not notice that there
is a more significant danger. 36
B bl was more solid.
37 be?

Only 37 X bt repeis the direct
threats, but here also matters for
White are unenviable.

Wdd

37 .. Hal
IR Hbl{4%
Now it is too late.
B .. D3+
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One of the most memorable
moments of my entire chess career!
I must confess that this spectacular
finale to the coniest against the
then almost invincible Champion
of the World has hitherto been the
highest object of my creative pride.
On 39 hg there would follow 39
... HaB! with unavoidable mate.
The rook displays splendid energy,
raking through all four corners of
the board — speeding from ai-
a8, and then to h8, s0 as to over-
take the king on h{!

Karpov resigned.

Bojestavsky's idea acquired an
original realization in this game,
although the main motif — the
dynamism of forces at the cost of
certain positional concessions —
remained the same.
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The Piversity of Paulsen’s Idea
in Force

Of the many fundamental schemes
of the variety of Sicilian for-
mations there is perhaps no other
that has survived the test of ime so
successfully as the Paualsen system,
cither on a general ievel or in my
personal experience ...

Having been concetved at the
end of the XIX century in games
of the eminent maestros — the

brothers Louis and Wilired
Pauisen, it initially assumed a
purely defensive function.

Through the efforts of several gen-
erations of analysts the system
went through a complex path of
enrichment of ideas, re-interpret-
ations of content, and vitaliz-
ation of variations, and in our day
has gained a wide recognition for
its exceptional capacity for dou-
bie-edged, complex and varied
positions. The diversity of the stra-
tegic motifs which lie in the
Pauisen variation is a characteris-

5%

tic of many modern openings. The
farge vanety of introductory
moves has allowed a wide scope
for inguisitive creative fantasy and
made this system attractive for
chessplayers of the most diverse
styles.

1 must confess that personally |
am most attracted to this opening
scheme by the nature of its dyna-
mism and concreteness of double-
edged conflicts, which emerge even
at the earliest stages of the strug-
gie. In many cases the ‘sphere of
influence’ for either side is sharply
demarcated  directly after the
miroductory moves and, more-
over, even the move-order itself
oftenn determines the essence and
character of the contest.

O course, to change my reper-
toire and switch from the Rauzer
and Boleslavsky systems, which
had served me so ‘faithfully’, to
the Paulsen system was & maior
step, a natural attempt to broaden
my creative paletie and a stimu-

lation of fantasy in the sphere
of new strategic problems. There
turned out to be so much in the
process of its understanding that it
determined my tastes for a decade.

The text-book order of moves,
which leads 1o the typical Pauisen
starting position is usuaily given
as Fed c52 D3 eb 3 ddcd 4
&xd4 a6 and subsequenily {say,
on 5 ©c3) - 5., WcT. As the late
well-known theoretician  Albert
Bekker wrote in his monograph
on the Sicilian Defence: *... The
Paulsen brothers demonstrated
the defensive capability of the
queen positioned on ¢7, for the
safeguarding of which the prepara-
tory move a7-26 is necessary’. To
us this resounds with naivety since
the virtue of Black's initial con-
struction is now, of course, much
more diverse and profound than
suggested by the originators them-
seives.

The factors which nowadays
determine  Black's  dynamic
resources are the active (and not
defensive!) position of the queen
on the semi-open c-file, the possi-
bility of an energetic advance of
the b-pawn, and, following this,
the development of the bishop on
the long diagonal, and, finally, the
active deployment of the dark-
sguared bishop, which is able to
infiuence the central squares from
either c5 or b4, Along with this, on
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account of White's cenéral control,
and a certain restrained approach
by Biack, it is necessary to display
cireumspection in the treatment
of White's possible action on the
kingside.

Additionally, the introduciory
move order is often varied in our
day so as to jimit the choice of
one’s opponent’s plans. So, as weil
as the move 4 ... a6, which allows
the unimpeded clamping thrust 3
¢4, or the active development 3
£43 (which is not to everybody's
taste), the manoeuvee 4 ... &ich
has many adherents {although in
this case onc has to contend with
the thrust 5 &b3)

For me, over many years, it is
precisely this move-order that has
opened the way for the execution
of the principled dynamic plan of
play which is directed at seizing
an early imitiative.

Under the Banner of Flank
Serategy

As will become clear from the
examples given below, my treat-
ment of the Pauisen Variation
originated from an attempt, by
concentrating forces on the queen-
side, to exercise my will and on
the chance to divert my opponent
from his routine plan of action on
the kingside,

The following game demon-
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strates such an opening concep-
tion, where the somewhat super-
ficial play of my opponent allows
Black to vividly demonstrate the
merits of his pian.

Janosevie=Taimanov
Wijk aan Zee 1970
i ed4 )
2 HE3 £1c6
3 d4 od
4 Hixd4 eb
5 Hed

Not only the most natural, but
also the best plan of deployment.
I have alse encountered i my
practice, however, other schemes
of development for White. For
example:

fa) 5 ¢4 D6 6 Hicd 4b41? 7
Dxeh be 8 243 5 900 00 10
£d2 a5 1] ©ad d5 and Black
has a good game. But further
events prove interesting: 12 &g5
de 13 & xf6 Wwxd3 14 &xeS Wxcd!
15 Hyb6 WhHS 16 Hixal §if 16 4.d4,
then 16 ... £h3) 16 .. Wxe5 17
Dbb 446 18 g3 2e6 19 Wel e3!
20 Bacl &5 21 f4 wd4 22 Ridi
Wbd 23 Hd7 4cd! 24 Lxcd Wwxed
25 melt? wdS 26 HxcS!? WS 27
Wxc3 and the game soon arrived
at a drawn conclusion {Gorky-
Taimanov, telephone match 1986},

{by 5 &Hixed be 6 4d3 &f6 7
0-0 d5 B ed od 9 ¢4 &e? 10 od
Hxds 11 ged 0-0 12 Hed Lab

13 Sxdd ed 14 £d3 £xd3 15
Wwxd3 &6 and play is level (Lein-
Taimanov, Bulgaria 1977),
5 26
6 £
This continuation is perhaps the
most popular. The aliernatives 6
£¢3 6 4, 6 g3 and 6 Hxchd are
examined in later exampies.
6 Wel
it is precisely this move that
gives the game the character of
the Paulsen. On 6 ... &ge7 the
Taimanov system would arise and
after 6 ... dé — the Scheveningen
variation.

7T {4

One of the main attempts at
immediatcly “claiming one’s rights’
on activity in the centre and on the
kingside. This early pawn advance
also has concrete substance — it
restricts the opposition’s choice of
plans of development, as 7 ... &f6
is obviousty bad now in view of §
e5,asis 7., &bd due to 8 Lixct
be 9 wdd. 7 ... 4c5 8 £e3 dbis

also unconvincing, since after 9
wdl SHige? 10 0-0-0 0-0 11 Lxch
gxed+ 12 Wxed wxch 13 2d3
Hd8 14 Hhd] Black comes under
positional pressure due to the
weakness of his d6 pawn {Minic-
Taimanov, Lvov 19621

Better alternatives are the more
substantial continuations 7 el
and 7 0-0, which postpone the real
battle to the future.

Conversely, the prophylactic
move 7 a3, which may appear
logical, would be unnecessarily
cautious and not dangerous for
Black. After 7 ... &6 {also good
is 7 ... b5 B Hxcd Wxch 9 el
£b7 transposing to the variation
examined below) 8 0-0 &xd4!?? 9
Wxdd £d617 Y &hl eSS
Wd3 b5 12 4xc3 13 be £b7 14
e5 Hed Black obtains an excellent
position {Abramovic-Taimanoy,
Montpellier 1986).

T .. ha?

*An eye for an eye’. In response
to White's attempts to impose his
wil on the kingside, Black
mstantly commences active oper-
ations on the opposite side of the
board. *The spheres of influence’
are now clearly divided and a
double-edged conflict springs up,
where the energy and precision of
projected plans become especially
important. To tell the truth, the
possibility of such an uncom-
promising duel from the very first
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moves also determined my inchi-
nation towards this vanation.

Note that the continuation 7 . ..
DHxd4 § wxd4 He' {in the spirit of
the Taimanov system) which is
often encountered, is less advis-
able, as the already executed "Paul-
sen’ move 5... W7 is superfluous,
and after 9 w2 &6 10 el
Biack runs into difficulties.

8 Dxed

This exchange, which is set to
fure the black queen onto the weak
a8-hi diagonal {of course, to take
on ¢6 with the pawn would be
against general principles), is con-
sidered by theory to be the best
opposition to Black’s ambitious
plan, Indeed, in the event of the
primitive 8 &e3 4b7 9 0.0 after
9 ... £c5 (threatening 10 ... Who)
White would have to search for
salvation in the variation 10 &51?
SHee?t? 11 fxed Wacd+ 12 wd4d
wxdd 13 Hizdd bd 14 Had (Dav-

The preventative 8 a3 is even
less advisable. This loss of tempo
will cost White dear, After 8§ ...
£b7 9 4e3 Hiast 10 wdd &Hcd
I &cl HeR 12 &dl (otherwise
12...5Hxa3 2., &6 13 Hif2 et
14 fe Hxes 15 wgld o5 Black's
initiative obtains a threatening

character (Keres-Taimanovy,
LISSR Ch. 1959

8 wxch

9 £13
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Of course, it 1s precisely this
manoeuvre that represents Whi-
fe's ambitious intentions. More-
over, he has no other reasonable
aiterpative: as on 9 0-0? comes
the unpleasant 9 ... b4 10 &bl
D6 1t e85 £dS; and on 9 el
the flashy blow 9 ... £a3l is
possible.

9 ... sb7
H  e5

Logical, although a somewhat
stratghtforward continmuation.
Note that the more strategic 10
4e3 aiso has its adherents and
will be examined in the pext exam-
pie.

w .. W7
H 44

A critical position for this vari-
ation. At first glance the outcome
of the opening is clearly favourable
for White. He has an advantage
i space and development and
has a solid pawn centre. Black,
however, is noticeably restrained,
he has not yet begun the mobiliz-

ation of his kingside forces, his
king is stuck in the centre of the
board and his only active minor
piece .......... the bi‘ith on b7 I5
doomed to exchange.

Nevertheless, the maltter is by
o means as simple as if seems.
Black's lack of development in
such a position of a semi-closed
nature is not so very important,
moreover, he hps in reserve an
eventual thrust of his bishep into
the fray with check, his knight on
g® has the excellent post on [S in
prospect, whilst the backward d7-
pawn may be used for an assault
on an enemy central outpost and
his influence on the c-file gives him
the basis for counterplay on the
queenside, Hone adds that White's
posision is not entirely rosy (his
bishop en ¢l has no prospects and
his king is a littie exposed). then
in any event one must evaluate this
position as complicated, double-
edged and by no means without
prospects for Black.

H .. She!?
12 fel

In the event of 12 &ied HIS the
development of the bishop on ¢l
becomes a probiem for White,
even ignoring the threat of 13 .,
ahd.

1z ... Zd8
Black's play is energized like
a compressed spring. His active

resource - ihe break d7-db.
comes into eflect.
13 412

Against Tai (USSR 16743,
Kupreichik tried 13 Hed D5 14
5Hid6+ here, however after 14 .,
Sxd6 15 ed wxd6t 16 &xb7
wxdl 17 Bixdl &Hxel was ‘back
where he started’.

i3 ... 46

14 we2 &xf3
15 wxi3 de

16 fe hed

17 Hael 48

How sharply the picture of bat-
tle has changed over just seven
moves 1¢ a clear advaniage for
Black! He has pot only success-
fully concluded his development,
but also has positioned his pieces

" {allowing for the eventual ... D5}

in the most active manner. Mean-
while White has only managed in
this time to incur an isoiated pawn,
which demands constant carng
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If one takes into account that
the entire melamorphosis  has
occurred without any obvious
mistake by White, then one can
draw the conclusion that some
sort of fundamental defect is con-
cealed in his opening set-up. Could
it be the early activity in the centre
with 10 ¢5?

18 whS?

Janosevic, it seems, has not
sensed any danger, otherwise he
would certainly have opied for
stmplification, and after 18 &xc3
WxcS+ 19 W2 retained a defens-
ive capability,. Now though,
White's position quickly collapses.

s ... gd2
19 He2 Bfd8
20 Hxd2 Hxd2
2t axcl WxeS+
22 hi wel!
23 ndl bd

White resigns.

On the retreat of the white
knight, 24, .. g6 decides. Of course,
the success of Black’s opening
strategy in this game was mainly
thanks to his opponent, who
allowed the realization of dynamic
potential in Black’s flank activity
with the utmost ease. That is why,
in the interests of objectivity, we
shall turn to a more instructive
analysis of this particular plan of
Black’s counterplay.

Let us return (o the introduc-
tory position afler nine moves.

|
;
s_
s
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in the preceding example Jano-
sevic played 10 €5 here, which, as
the cousse of the game demon-
strated, did not justify itself the
blockaded ¢$% pawn became an
obiect of attack; and the weakness
of the fS square, a vital positional
CONCESSION.

Therefore, over many years of
tournament  practice  attempis
were undertaken to ally White's
aliuring opening construction
with the retention of a flexible
pawn centre, Theory promoted the
developing move 10 £¢3 as the
order of the day.

In this way White, retaining his
own trump {the e4-¢3 advance)
hurries in the first instance to
harmoniously conclude his devel-
opment with not just the option
of castling short but perhaps also,
eventually, on the queenside,
which of course significantly
widens the choice of active plans.
Highly circumspect reaction is
demanded from Black in this pos-
ition. 1 have had to face similar
probiems time and again, and shail
give here the most memorable
games.

Balashov-Taimanov
Moscow ¢ Leningrad match 936

10 gel TcB?

The most logical continuation,
which is directed at the activation
of the famiitar flank play. Another
trcatment is however also poss-
ible - piece pressure on the cen-
tre. 1 iried this in a game against
Lukin in the Leningrad Ch. 1987,
which went 10 ... 2b4!? 11 &d4
H6 1200 (12 xf6 gf 13 Wdd is
not dangerous in view of 13 ...
WcS!? or 12 e5 because of 12 ...
SHed) 12 .., 4xc3 13 4xcd Hxed
14 gxg7 Beg8 15 4dd 517 16 ¢3
d6 17 ad &d71? and, despite the
somewhat unusual position of his
king, Black's active pieces allow
him to maintain approximate
equality.

H al

To tell the truth, when an
opponent resorts to such prophy-
faxis, my playing optimism ob-
tains an exira impulse. However,
as practice shows, White does not
achieve much with other continu-
ations either. For example:

(@) {1 e5 wel 12 00 De¥ 13
4xb7? wxb7 14 wdl &5 15 212
h5 (Mini—Janosevic, Yugoslavia
1966}

by 11 -0 &c3 12 &2 for 12
fxcs wWxes+ 13 B2 el 14 el
4xf3 15 Wxf3 45, Kupreichik-
Kraic, Sombor 1970) 12 ... wc?
13 5 517 14 &xb7 wxb7 15 a3
He7 {Unzicker-Hartston, Gstaad
1973y

{c) 11 wd4 wd6l? 12 wa7 Whd
13 wxb8 & xb8 (Cooper-Penrose,
Engiand 1963},

| 3 I wed!??

This energetic is perhaps prefer-
able to the traditional manoeuvre
t1 ... wc7 if only just because i
Emits the opponent’s opiions.

i2  wdd

Otherwise While would have to
contend with the activation of
Black's play after 12 ... b4 Butin
the Sicilian Defence Black, as a
rule, has nothing to fear in the
endgame.

12 ... wxdd
13 axd4 el
4 0400 A%
15 4b6 de
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A complicated endgame has
arisen where some advantage in
space does not guarantee White
any tangible benefits since Black's
position is solid. It is interesting
that an analogous position arose
previously. but by different means,
in the game Kupreichik-Tal,
Moscow 1981,

e Nd2

Kupreichik played 16 a4 here,
e which Black should reply 16...
ba 17 Hixad Hbs with a fuily
defendable position.

16 ... g51?

An Interesting attempt to seize
the initiative by tactical means.
Incidentally, a similar break is
characteristic of many endgame
positions in the Paulsen system
{and not only in endgames). lts
main aim is fo acguire an ouipost
on €3,

| A T

The acceptance of the sacrifice
is forced. On 17 g37 there wouid
follow 17 ... gf 18 gf &hé.
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| 7 BN Hel
I8 add hé
19 gel?

The natural concise reaction
which aftows the balance to be
kept,

19 ..
26 dpd el
2 dxeS de
22  =Ehdl He7
23 =Edé6 S8

The tactical phase of the game
is over. Black has succeeded in
provoking the exchange of the
important enemy bishop and has
compietely neutralized his op-
ponent’s initiative. True, he has
had to resign himsel to having
doubled pawns in the centre, but
these pawns, as often happens in
the Sicilian defence, firmiy control
the central squares,

On account of the eventual
activation of the bishop on ¢8
Black’s position may in fact be
considered as having better pro-

spects. Although, of course, White
has his own ‘trumps’ and he is out
of danger for the present.

24 Dall? h5

25 ge2 Ed7

2% Zxd7+ Gxd7

27 &Hbd as

28 &d3 57

‘The transfer of the knight to

d3 has restrained Black’s planned
activity. The game rapidly moves
to a peaceful conclusion. There
followed:

29 ba? ab
30 ab f.c6
3t 4f3 25
32 h3 g4
33 hg hg
34 ixgd & xed
5 &f3 &£xf3
36 gf of8
37 Hgl Sh6+
38 &dl Hx§3
3% HxeS hug 14
40 &Hd3

Draws.

So, in this game too, where
White followed the approved
paths of theory, Black succeeded
in uphoiding the reputation of his
early flank action. It may be that
White's opening plan, which s
connected with an attempt to seize
the centre at the very beginning of
the game, is rather over-optimistic.

in any event, the evolution of
this scheme fed White to another
way of handhng the variation, the

examination of which we shail
oW move on to.

Muhutdinov—Taimanev
USSR Sparrakiad, Moscow 1963

i ¢4 s

2 Hi3 36
3 d4 ed

4 &xd4 eb

5 Held a6

6 Se we?
7 Sel

Thus, instead of the commital,
ambitious continuation 7 4,
White opts for a more disciplined
developing move, thereby consoli-
dating his position in the centre.
True. the early determination of
the position of the bishop also
has its dark side. Incidentally, one
should note that White's sixth and
seventh move are often made in
reverse order.

The  reader s already
acquainted with this plan of early
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flank operations from the previous
examples. It is also fully appropri-
ate in the current concrefe situ-
ation. Moreover, the position of
the bishop on ¢3 opens up for
Biack an additional possibifity of
fighting for the initiative by way
of the original manoeuvre 7 ...
Has, whereby the knight s not
only protected from exchange, but
is also directed towards the c4
outpost. In the game Sax-Tai-
manov {Vrnjaka Banja 1974) there
foliowed 8 0-00 b5 9 Wd2 and here
instead of 9 ... &b7, which iecads
to a White initiative after 1) &f4!
e5 11 4p3 &f6 12 wes!, Black
could obtain a promising position
by way of the natural 9 ... &icd 10
Sxcd wxcd. Note that there is an
alternative plan of approximately
equal merit from the diagrammed
position, employing a method of
piece pressure against the centre
by way of 7 ... &6 § €-0 4b4
This seguence is given further on.
8  Sxeé

This move, which serves the two
purposes of exchanging the knight,
which was destined for a transier
to the ¢4 outpost, and luring’ the
queen onto the vulnerable hi-a8
disgonat - an idea which the
reader has already encountered —
is undoubtedly the strongest. On
the passive 8 a3 &b7 9 0-0 &f6
£19 . Hash? s also good) 10 &ixcd
&xco 1t £d3 wb7? 12 [3 d6
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13 we? fe7 Black achieves a
promising position without effort
{Poga-Taimanov, Budapest
1961}
g Wxeod

Of course, the capture 8 .., dc
would be inconsistent to say the
jeast. Also, in this case by way of
both 9 f4 4b7 {or 9 ... &f6 10 e5
Hds 11 HixdS od 12¢3) 10 0-0¢3
11650 6 12fefe 13 2hS+ Dxhd
14 wxh5+ g6 15 wgd (Stein-
Taimanov, USSR Ch. 1962}, and
by means of 9 0-0 &f6 104 b4 1
Sad 5 Gf 11 ... Hixed then 12
&b6 wd7 13 &13) 12 ¢3! Eb8
13 ¢b Mxb4 14 Hclt {(Krogius-
Taimanov, USSR Ch, 1962) White
seizes the initiative.

9 €

A variation on a familiar theme.
Only in this way can White fight
for the initiative.

On the passive 9 a3 {this pos-
ition is often encountered in prac-
tice by way of different move
orders, for example: 7 a3 b5 8

Mxch Wxct 9 £e3, or 6 fel Wl
7 a3 b5 8 Sxch Wxeb 9 £el)
Black comfortably soives ali of his
apening problems without diffi-
culty.

| shall share my own experi-
ences of this pesition:

I Zaitsev-Taimanov {USSR
Ch. 19629 ... &b7 10 Wd4 Hc8
FO0-00 &f6 12 Hd2 &c8? 13
WxcS wxeS 4 &xcd Dxcd I3
££3 g5 16 Bhdl hS and Black
has excellent prospects in the
resuiting endgame,

Hasin-Taimanov {USSR Ch.
1961 9 ... 4b7 10 00 De7 11
&3 Qg6 12 e5 We7 13 £d4 BB
14 Mel fe7 15 4xb7 wxb7 16
Hed 0-0 17 &c3 Mcd 18 w3 we
19 madi ast? 20 d6 &xdé 21
ed Wbt 22 Hed Hc6 23 hd {617 24
Hgd Hes 25 &xes fe 26 wgld Ri7
and Black captures the initiative.
{Luxem-
bourg 1963) ¢ ... &b7 10 &3
Het 1) 00 Hgh 12 5 we7 13
&xb7 Wxb7 14 {4 ge7 15 Wd3
0-0 16 Badl Tfd8 17 wed W7 I8
Ed2 d5 19 ed &xd6 20 Ridi
macg 21 w3 ge7 22 Exd8+
£xd8 23 g3 &eT? 24 K12 D
25 wd3 4f6 26 wd7 hS!? and
Black obtains a positional advan-
tage.

It is instructive how in all of
these examples White's loss of time
in the opening due to the tempo
spent on his prophylaxis turns

out to be 50 essential that it allows
Black fo take the initiative almost
unopposed!

But let’s return to the mam
variation.

9 .. £b7
10 af3 w7
[ I S

A familiar picture. Analogous
formations have been repeatedly
encountered in  the previous
exampiles, aithough with certain
differences. In earlier cases, the
white bishop stood on ¢} with the
f2 pawn on f4. Is this distinction
significant? Of course, the general
strategy of White's conception
remains unchanged, but neverthe-
less fresh nuances appear in the
characteristic of the position, The
pluses for White are better piece
development and a more solid
shelter for his king, the drawback
is the vulnerability of his central
5 pawn, These features also have
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an influence on the subsequent
course of events.
.. nd8!?

The most advisable continu-
ation. The black rook opposes
White's eventual pressure along
the d-file and supports the possible
future attack against the central
enemy pawn outpost. In the pre-
sent situation this is also connec-
ted with the concrete threat of 12
s &xf3 13 Wil Wxel.

11 ... HcB is a less convincing
manoeuvre. In this case White can
freely choose between the solid
plan of centralizing his forces by
12 4xb7 Wxb7 13 wd3 He? 14
Badl &fS {or 14 ... &go 15 &
Hhd 16 Hed Ted 17 £dd D518
c3) 15 gcl ge? 16 ¢} (Wester-

1970); and the sharper attempt to
obtain the initiative by way of a
gambit — 12 a41? &xf3 13 Wxf3
b4 14 Hied wxeS 15 44 wiS
t6 Hadl (Mikenas-Taimanov,
USSR Ch. 1962}, in both cases
achieving attractive chances.

It remains to add that the
attempt at speedy mobilization of
the kingside forces by way of 11
... e’ meets the tactical retort -

12 $e5!
12 &xb? Wxb7
13 4eS?

A tempting idea. In provoking
the exchange of bishops, White
hurries to seize control of the dark
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squares in his oppeonent’s camp.
However, this invoives a signifi-
cant loss of time, which allows
Black to conclude the mobilization
of his forces without probiems.

Another possible plan for White
is centralization by means of 13
wd3 d5 ton 13 ... 467 comes the
unpleasant reply 14 Badl and 14
... de is impossible due to 15
Wxd&+"Y) 14 D2 with the transfer
of the knight to d4.

The less advisable 13 Wd4 has
also been played. After 13 ... &e7
14 Hadl &5 1S whe wxbe 16
&xb6 Eb8 17 444 Hc8 Black
has a comfortable game,

13 ... Le7
14 dxe7 SyxeT
15  wd3 0-6

The manoeuvre 15 ... Wb also
warranis consideration, in order
to gain {ime for the d7-d6 break.
| played this against Petrosian
(USSR Ch. 1969} and achieved
equality,

6 Madl

Time to take stock of the open-
ing duel. At first glance it seems
highly favourable for Whijc — he
has a space advantage, pressure
on the d-file, where Black has been
feft with a backward pawn, and
White has the alluring outpost on
dé, free piece play, and he is
generally threatening to suppress
his opponent by way of the
manoeuvre Hci-ed-d6. Bug, as
often happens in asymmetrical
‘Pauisen’ constructions, a simpie
evaluation according to statistical
factors does not fully reflect the
content of the position.

Weighing the chances of either
side. it is impossible to disregard
the typical dynamic potential of
Black’s piece play within this
structure, for it is highly essential.
The vulnerability of the enemy ¢5
pawn, the possibility of its siege
and undermining in conjunction
with the manoeuvring of his own
forces opens up prospects for
Black, which should not be under-
estimated. In any event, it would
be correct to say that in the forth-
coming middlegame each side has
their trumgps, and the result of the
confrontation depends directly on
who is best able to exploit the
encrgy of these trumps.

| 1 Hrgh
17 4N
One can  understand my

opponent, who  rushes to

strengthen his central  ouiposs
meore solidly. Moreover, the alter-
native — V7 Bfet appears un-
attractive to him in view of the
reply 17... bd with the subsequent
I8 ... Rc¢8, creating pressure on
the ¢2 pawn. But nevertheless, on
no account is it worth weakening
the position of the king. It is pre-
cisely this motif that later gamns
major sigatficance andd turns out
10 be very unpleasant for White.
17 ... 6!

Biack’s motto is dynamism! The
struggle for the mittative demands
energefic measures.

I8 ef B xf6!
9 g3

White must now reconciie him-
self with his new positional weak-
nesses, 19 £5 is no use because of
19 ... &©h4,

9 ... o4 344
20 xfel ha4!?
21 SHed fds
22 wel Hel
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H this diagram is compared with
the previous one, it becomes evi-
dent that after a few moves a4
steiking  metamorphosis has
occurred on the board. Almost
nothing remains of the attractive
ness of White's formation — his
advantage in space has been lost,
his central outpost exchanged, his
pressure on the d-file neutralized
and his king's cover significantly
weakened.  And,  conversely,
Black’s play has been vitalized
his pieces have gained space and
firm footholds in the centre. And
this is the result of just one inac-
curacy, made by Mubutdinov on
the {7th move ... {n truth, there
are many mysteries concealed in
the Paulsen system!

23 cd??

To my opponent’s ¢redit, the
sharp change in the character of
the contest has not unsettied him
{which often happens in similar
casesih and he coolly takes neces-
sary measures fo limit Black’s
aclive possibilities. Above ali, con-
trol over the central sguares is
necessary along with a degree of
simphificasion by way ofexchanges.

3 ..
24 Hxeld Hxdl
25 Hxdl Ay i

26 DHed HeB
27 &2 Hel
I8 wed Wl
22 nd2
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Witk well  thought  out
manocuvies it seems as though
White has succeeded in repairing
the coordination of hig pieces and
sealed the approach to his king,
but, ali the same, complete safety
is stili far away - Black cosntrols
the only open file and hisd7 pawn,
until recently serving as an object
of anxiety, is preparing to declare
itself in a new capacity — from a
‘backward’ pawn it may become a
‘passed” pawn ...

29 ... Hed
M weS hé
3 we2

This pointless retreat is the first
sign that Muhutdinov is not
enduring the tension of this diffi-
cult multi-planned contest, In as
fur as he, seemingly, intends the
‘evacuation’ of his king from its
unsafe refuge on the file at the
edge of the board, this shouid be
implemented without withdraw-
ing the queen from an active pos-
ition. After the more natural 31
&2 Web+ 32 Hh3 White's
pieces find a certain freedom of

operation.
) SR Het+
32 &g

Perhaps my opponent had
initiaily planned to defend with 32
Bdi here, but then noticed that
this is bad in view of 32 ... Rc2
13 2d? Hid4. Inany case, il is now
obvious that the manoeuvre 31

Wwel was mistaken.
32 ... Weh+
33 wh3
Of course, 33 %1377 will not do
inview of 33 ... ©¢3+, and on 33
Wed there would follow 33 ... d5

K X SR Nl
The ‘clouds’ gather above the
white king ...
34 wed 48
35 we2 d4??
36 wed WeB
37 wfd Hel!?

it s instructive how Black’s
pieces in this part of the battle
step by step encroach on White’s
posHion.
38 He2
On 38 £)d3 there wouid follow,
of course, 38 ... Re3 and if 39
wdl, then 39 .. Web.
3 ... afl
39 g2
Or 39 5d2 5edt and 40 Oxd4
is impossible due to 40 ... Exf2!

v ... Hal
40 a3 SHed+
4t &h3 b4 § 144
42 Hd2 (62}

42 g4 does not help cither, due
to 42 ... Bgt! with the threat of
43 .. Hixpd!

42 ... es!

The signal for the decisive
assault!

43 fe Wwxes
44 waB+ &f7
45 wbT+ g8

46 WwaB+ +h7!

With such a concentration of
forces even the exchange of queens
does not impede the attack.

47 Wed+ Wxed
48 Hixed g5t
49 g4

The d4 pawn is invuinerabie —
49 Bxd4? ga+ 30 Fhd D5+ 49
Ei2 does not help either; after
49 ... Hx{2 50 Hxf2 hS 51 g4
{otherwise mate) 51 ... hd the
knight ending is hopeless for
White, since his king is perman-
ently cut off and cannot take part
in the battle.

But there now follows a showy
problem-like finale.

49 .. RE3+
50 gl hs!
51 gh Hf4!

A fascinating picture!

32 ... Bh4 mate is threatened,
and with the forced retreat of the
knight (52 &2 or 52 &ht} 52 ...
Zhé+ 53 g3 HI1+! decides.
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Therefore White resigned. This
game, § must confess, as an adher-
ent of the Paulsen system, is very
much in the spirit of the variation,
in so far as it successfully revealed
the dynamic potential of Black’s
pieces with the utmost energy and
ingenuity, even with limited
MCAans,

Nevertheless, the ‘key' finally
fitted my ‘stock’ plan of active
operations, a plan which served,
as seen {rom the games examined,
faithfully and loyaily' for many
yeurs,

Fortunately,  disappointment
did not touch me direetly,
although danger came close ...

Geller~Taimanov
Palma de Majorea Interzonal 1970
1 ed <5
2 of3 ch
3 d4 cd
4 Sxd4 a6
8 el we?
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6 pel ab
7 00 bS

Of course, this move was un-
hesitatingly played by me. The
approved plan of active flank play
was successfully upheld in the tests
of practice and time. and stili
Mikhail Botvinnik - my first
teacher - recommended not to
give up the 'stock’ variations undil
a convincing refutation had been
found. Could 1 then suggest that
my game against Geller turned
out to be one of the last | played
using this scheme? What difference
is there then between the continu-
ation 7 0-0, employed in this con-
test and those continuations en-
countered carhier — 7 4, 7 al
and 7 g3} which caused no
particular difficulties?

8  SDxed Wxch
9 4f3 Sb7
W s

Fureka! This thrust suddenly
changes the whole picture. The
merits of fexible carly castling

immediately becomes evident and
is no small thing — White's dark-
squared bishop occupies a highly
promising diagonal, the e-file
remains open for the ‘artillery’
battery, whilst his advantage in
development broadens the tactical
horizons — there is even the threat
of a knight sacrifice on d5 hanging
over Black! | recall how my sense
of danger gripped me then. Firstly
1 realized that the neglect of my
kingside problems in favour of
activity on the queenside may be
severely punished ...
e .. d6

Here good advice is hard to
offer.

On 10... 2d¥ there may foliow
11 a4 bd 12 £Hd5h on 10 ... &e?
comes the unpieasant 11 gde

1973% and on 10 ... Wcd {as |
played in 1971 in one of my train-
ing games with Tal), there is the
strong 11 446 4xd6 12 Wxdb
Se? 13 Xad] web 14 wad!

11 el e5{65)
There s nothing ¢lse.
12 4d22

After this stuggsh retreat Black
may breathe a sigh of relief, Gelier
did not find the combinational
conciusion to his exceilent opening
idea,

Just two and a half years later in
Thilisi a truly strong and effective
way of realizing White’s positional

advantage was demonstrated by
Velimirovic i a game against
Vasyukov. The Yugosiavian
Grandmaster played 12 a4! and

©afer 12...b4 {12 ... efis of course

badinviewof I3 el but 12 ... ba
would perhaps be the lesser of
the many evils) went over to the
offensive by way of 13 &d5 of 14

“ ¢3! {only thus! On 14 e5 0-0-0! 16

T+ &xeT 17 fxctd Hxcod play
is in Black's favour). There fol-
lowed: 14 ... b3 (if 14 .., be, then
15 Belip 15 ¢50-0-0 16 wxbl &bR
17 &#bs wd7 18 £xb7 &xb7 19
Wwd3+ and White won.

Here Geller ‘gave me an am-
nesty’ from such a fate ...

Evenis have now taken a more
favourabile direction for Black,

12 .. ofe
13 ad bal?
4 Rxad &e7
15 &g8 -0
Now that Biack's king has

found a peaceful retreat he has
nothing to fear,
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16  fel
Now 16 4xf6 was better
Although White cannot reckon on
much in this case either.

16 ... Hixed!

An clegant tactical operation,
immediately solving all his prob-
iems,

17 &Hxed

Perbaps the only answer!
7 ... Wxad
I8 dxe? Wxed
19 413 whd
20 sxb? wxb7
21 4xf8 Exf8
22 wWxdb wxh2
23 Wxab

Eirawe.

Thus, 1 avoided the threat. But
s necessary to draw some con-
clusions. If one's favourite varw
ation, even after serving success-
fully over many years, is dealt a
perceptible blow fand not acci-
dentally but convincingly!), one
has to And the courage to recog-
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nize an imperfection in the concep-
tion and unftinchingly switch over
to a search for a suitable aiterna-
tive. So my opening repertoire
was widened, firstly with a new
treatment of the Paulsen system,
and thereupon at its very basis
by a detailed consideration of a
different and original ‘stock’ sys-
fem.

But so as not to leave the idea,
which brought me many creative
ioys, on a sad note, | shali recail
as a parting pleasure one of the
most briliant games of my career,
where the by now well-known
theme was adorned with tactical
variations, enriching its familiar
guise with new colours. | will add
that this contest had a special
significance for me, since the win
opened a new path in the Inter
national tournament elimination
cyele in the battle for the World
Championship,

Latikov=Taimanoy
USSR Ch. 1969

i ed 8

2 af3 516
1 44 cd

4 Hixd4 eb
5 &e3 wc?
6 se3 ab

7 2d3

This method of deployment had
many followers in those days. The

positive sides to it are obvious —
White plans active operations on
the kingside and not only
“increases the value® of the light-
squared bishop, but also leaves
the d1-h5 diagonal free for the
queen 1o link up with the attack.
But there are defects — the
obstruction of the d-file, which
often serves White as a help in the
development  of central oper-
ations, whilst the bishop on d}
drops into the “zone of reach’ of
Black's knight, which at times
leads to its exchange.
T .. b5

Should one be surprised that, in
the deciding game of the last round
of the USSR Championships, |
resort to my favourite weapon?

Theory prefers a more ‘solid
plan here to quickly mobilize the
kingside forces by way of 7... &6
8 0-0 (8 We2 4d6 9 0-0-0 L5
10 &xeb be 11 Had b8 isinterest-
ing, Gipslis-Tammanov, USSR
1959) and now either 8 ... &ixd4d
9 4xdd4 gcSor 8 .. gdbor 8
... ©eS. But these possibilities are
discussed further ahead.

8 fxeh

The wel-versed reader already
knows that such a method of play
holds the best prospecis for
White. On 8 0-0 4b7 9 a4 (or 9
Hb3 del 9 ... b4 10 Hee2 Bfe [t
Hb3 Hgd 12 &f4 446 13 4xd6
Wxdé 14 H1g3 Higed 15 fel wxdl

&

16 Zaxd! g5t? Black has no prob-
lems {Cardoso-Gonzales, Qlot
E975)

8 Wxch

A new variation on a familiar
theme, where just one nuance fthe
bishop on d3 instead of e2)
changes the whole character of the
game — White, as usual, pins his
hopes on active operations on the
kingside, where the gqueen may
also be thrust. Black adds to his
usuatb trumps (the cfile and the
pawn on b5y still one more -
pressure on the a8-ht diagonal,
where there & no  C‘official
opponent’.

Y |

Lusikov unequivocaliy aims his
long-range guns at the future pos.
ition of the black king. The more
conservative contingation 9 0-0
£b7 10 we2 deserves consider-
ation, although in this case Black
completes his development with
no worries via 10 ... bd 11 &bl
&f6 12 &d2 d5.
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The preventive conlinuation 9
ad is also encounfered, but is
hardly appropriate. As is well-
known, loss of tempi in such a
sharp variation always incurs
drawbacks. The game Minic-Tai-
manov {Palma de Majorca 1970}
s & good demonstration of how
Black can succeed in creating
pressure  almost  automatically
along the long diagonal: 9 ... £5b7
16 0-0 &e? $1 Wed'(on 1[4, 1
oo 512 £F2 &St is possibie)
., &©gb 12 4 £eS 13 &xcs
Wxci+ 14 hi 0-0 15 Zael f6!7
16 He2 HaeB 17 Hg3? (17 ¢d 45
bettery 17 ... wd4! 18 HrhS 5! 19
ef ef 20 W3 (20 &.xf5 is impossible
duc 1020 ... Exel 21 Hxel Rxf¥
22 wxfS  gxgd+t 23 &xg?
Hhd+320. . Bxel 21 Hxel wWxb2
22 h3 wxald and Black wen,

9 .. b7
) wel &veT
i i« b4

Both sides have consistently
realized their strategic plans. Who
has won the battle for the initiat-
ive?

12 &bl

The more flexible continuation

12 Hd! deserves attention.

12 ... g6
13 w2 £de!
Black's motte — swiftness and
dynamism!

Essentialty, each of the series
of Black™s moves is directed at

s
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winning time for the activation of
forces.
M Ge3

Thss, of course, is an acknow-
ledgement of failure in White's
opening formation, but what else?

in the event of 14 &xg7 there
would folow 4 ... &x[4t 15
£21h8 Hixd3s+ 16 od wels 7
&e2 wxhl: with 14 ¢3 14

. §e7 15 00 &hd would be
unpleasant for White; and on 14
g3 14 ... e5 s possible with
exceflent play for Black.

15 &d2

1t is perfectly obvious that the
first part of the contest has turned
out favourably for Black. He has
completed his development fully
and, although the positions of cer-
tain pieces (the knight on g6, the
bishop on 46} stili require ‘amend-
ments’. the prospect of active
queenside play promises Black an
attractive initsative in the forth-

coming middlegame. Neverthe-
less, the time has not come yet for
categoric conclusions. The pos-
ition bears an asymmetrical, origi-
nal character and White's spacial
advantage in conjunction with his
powerful pawn centre must not be
underestimated.

16  h4?

True to his aggressive style Luti-
kov resorts to ‘s{rong-arm’ tactics.
Such a tactic, in any eveni,
demands the utmost accuracy of
piay from the opposition. More
reserved players probably prefer
castling kingside or even gqueen-
side,

6 ... we7l?

A cunning manceuvre. By
exploiting the fact that the defend-
ing of the 4 pawn with 17 g3
is connected with a perceptible
weakening of the long diagonal
{which would aliow the undes-
taking of advantageous tactical
operations in the centre by way
of 17 ... {5} Black provokes the
advance of the e-pawn making
space and creating outposts for his

pieces.
17 €8 Ae5
I8 b3 £xe3
19 wxeld et
20 Hed

On the templing 20 Ded there
may follow 20 ... &f5 21 wi2 d6!
22 ed Hxdo 23 Hixdb wxdd 24
0-0-0 WcS with a comfortable

game for Black.
20 ..

21 wdl

On 21 x5 Biack could choose
between the prosaic 21 ... Wxcd
22 £d3 wd5 and the romantic 21
. ef 22 Hd6 Wxc2 23 Hixe8 Exc8
with good prospects in both cases.

nes

4 IR &d51?
22 el Hixed
23 wxel wes!t?
24 wgl

Of course, the ending after 24
WxcS HxcS is clearly in Black’s
favour.

.7 ko

As a result of fively piece skir-
mishes play has simplified and
Black’s positional advantages ar¢
revealed with convincing effect.
His pieces occupy active positions,
while White has vet to solve the
problems of king safety, as he is
stuck in the cenire.

25 k4
A despairing attempt to ‘stir
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up trouble’, leading to unforeseen
CONSEGUEnCEs.
25 .. wgl+7

The simple 25 ... &h8 26 Jpgd
B g8 would have deprived White
of any Hiusions. This impuisive
check {nervest) sharply transforms
the battie picture. As noted by my
second, (3ik: ‘after this move the
contest somewhat loses its stra-
tegic completeness, but thercupon
gains in beauty ..

26 Sd2

Objectively speaking, 26 &e2
would be more precise. after which
Black, by way of 26 .., Bxc2+ 27
£xc2 fod+ 28 &d2 (28 Ki¥?
wxal 29 Zgd4 wit+ 30 el
w2+ and 31 ... wxc2) 28 ..
wdd+ 29 Gl wgl+, could foree
a draw, but this was hardly the
most attractive. However, who
could tell where Whites king
would be safest in such confusion?

e .. wd4

Back quickiy!

Bad, of course, are both 26 ...
Wxgl+ 27 Wxg? fxgl in view
of 28 Hgl £d5 29 Ahgd, and 26
... Wxal due to 27 Egd Now
though, on 27 Zgé the retort 27

Sed! 28 Hxp7+ &h8 18
sufficient, teaving White helpless.
27 5

An extremely unpleasant blow!

White's counterattack appears
threatening indeed. Black's queen
is under fire, and if it retreats, then
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the continuation 28 §6 decides. But
events take a different turn.

.2 B Hxe24+t
Surprising and very effective.
White's king must now ‘cast cau-
tion to the winds', and is tested by
a simHar ferocity o that which he
was preparing for his opponent.
8 el b3+!
29 ddl
It appeared to Lutikov danger-
ous to play 29 ab in view of 29 ...
&xb34+ and if 30 xb3, then 30
... Bb8&+, But it is not obligatory
to take the bishop and the retreat
30 $d2 would leave chances of
saving the game after 30 ..
Wxb2+ 31 @eld
29 .. wgh4
38 wel Wxgd!
White's pieces are so disparate
that one can permit oneself to
attack a rook down, without even
forcing events.

31wl 53+
32 del wWxbh2!
33 Zh WxeS +

M4 w2 ba
33 Zel wie
K <TX

6 ... fg2t

A study-like idea of deflec-
tion - it is impossibie to take the
bishop with the king due to the
loss of the rook on h4, or with the
queen in view of the loss of the
rook onel after 37 ... al(W). Black
thereby gains an important tempo
in the attack.

37 wgl ef

An unusual correlation  of
forces. For the sacrificed rook
Biack, tn short time time, has suc-
ceeded in destroying six hostile
pawns! Neot letting the initiative
ship for an instant.

38 wdd wes+
9 k2 Red!

And this is the study idea of
screening! Both 40 ... Wg2 mate
and 40 ... wxh4+ are threatened.

40 Rhxed fe
41  wxed WxhS+
White resigns.

The emotional outcome of this
fascipating contest was summed
up many years later by that fine
Soviet writer and great con-
noisseur of chess art, Leonid
Zorin. He recalled: "While the
game was being played, 1 lived,
what is called, a full iife. Tt was the
tension of the mind, the implica-
tions of Taimanov’s inspiration,
the excitement of the struggle, the
hopes that changed to confusion
and, finaily, the spirited ascent,
when the last accord was sounded
of this indeed polyphonic com-
position, and my friend Mark Tai-
manov, having gained victory,
became a participant in the Inler-
zonal tournament’.

An Object of Counterpiay — the
ed Pawn

Among the many varied molifs
in the struggle for the initiative,
which are scattered liberally in the
Paulsen system, one of the most
characteristic and effective is that
of piece pressure against White's
powerful pawn centre, particularly
against the e4 pawn outpost. This
can be traced back to the hyper-
modern ideas of Aron Nimzo-
witsch, who in his time innova-
tively maintained that ‘one may
substitute possession of the centre
with pressure exerted by one’s own
picces against the enemy centre’.
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And the Paulsen scheme has
opened up different prospects for
such a strategy. Indeed, it is as
though the gueen on ¢7 s block-
ading the ¢4 pawn; the standard

the chance of the flank develop-
ment of the light-squared bishop
for an attack on the vuinerabie
pawn, but also creates an indirect
threat on its defender the knight
at €3; and, finaliy, the subsequent
linking up of the knight on 6 in
the siege in conjunction with the
eventual thrust of the bishop to
bd, creating a real basis for an
active plan, the main aim of which

10 develop maximum pressure on
the a8-h1 diagonal. Of course, this
strategic programme is in sharp
conflict with the aggressive con-
figuration of the enemy forces,
which command an advantage in
space, and, as a rule, White having
the advantage of a tempo in devel-
opment, also has a wide choice of
active resources. The accumala-
tion of ali these elements, both
positional and negalive — deter-
mine the content, the imbalance
and the sharpness of the forth-
coming middlegame,

The steategically rich Paulsen
system opens wide scope for
creative fantasy and research work
and it is unsurprising that, after
the disappoiniment of my "flank’
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strategy, I turned my attention
from my pet scheme, to which |
had remained true for so long, to
the study of a new theoretical
formation.

Blacks aim 15 vividly demon-
strated in the following game.

B. Abramovic-M, Taimanoy
Montpellier 1986

I ed 8

2 HE3 b
3 dé4 od

4 Hxd4 £ich
5 el a6

6 Se? We?
7 0-0 Hib
8 a7

This prophylactic move, which
is played in this variation to pro-
tect White from the intended
undesmining of the base of his
centre with the thrust 8 ... 4bd,
does not achieve its sef aims, and
that is why it turns out to be an
important loss of tempo. The loss
of ume allows Black o execute
the chief idea of his plan without
problems —-— to guickiy take the
a8-hl diagonal. The main con-
tinuations for White here are 8
#ht or 8§ fed These are dis-
cussed fater.

8 Sixd4?
9 wxdd sde6!?

With this cunning method

Black steals up on’ the knight on

¢3, which guards the ed pawn,
from an unexpected side ...

10 &hi £e8
I wdl b5
12 4

Of course, there is no other
active pian for White, but now the
surrender of his position in the
centre becomes unavoidable.

12 ... £x¢3
13 be 4b7
14 o5

14 &f3 is of no heip cither, in
view of 14 .., d5 15 ¢5 &ed and
matters for White are unenviable,

14 .. Hed
15 cd

Or 15 &3 &c5 16 We2 Hc8
with a positional advantage for
Black.

15 ... be
i6 wdd

If 16 Wxcd immediately then 16
... Who! 15 an unpleasant reply.

6 ... 00
17 fxcd Hfe8
18 443 2¢5

19 el Sed!
20 Ha2 Wch
2F Hgl Rab8

One can place a full stop here.
Black has  achieved the
maximum possibie — he possesses

diagonat and the b- and c-files
and with the dynamism of all his
picces, his advantage is i no
doubt, 1t is interesting that such a
success of opening strategy was
achieved as a result of just one
inaccuracy from the opponent on
the cighth move. Such is the
dynamic potential of this vari-
ation!

The power of the liberated
bishop on the tong diagonal also
characterizes the next example.

Renet—Taimanoy
Montpellier 1986

i ed 8
2 HE3 ek
3 &4 od
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4 &ixdd ¢b

) Hel ab
6 fe2 wWe?
i 0-0 56
8 hi

As in the previous game White's
eighth move may be described
as prophyiactic. However, on this
occaston it is of a more insidious
nature, Since in his general plan
White enters into active oper-
attons in the centre and on the
kingside, here he prepares the
active continuation 2-f4, which,
of course, would not be possible
straight away.

8 .. ih4

18 any event, consistent. Black’s
aim is {o pressure the ed pawn.
There is also, however, a different
treatmeng - 8 ... Hixdd 9 wxdd
&5 10 wd3 b3, whereby Black
rushes to quickly mobilize his
forces. However, in this case afler
It f4 &b7 éthe flank action {1 ...
h5!? is of an experimental nature)
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12 £f3. the positional threat of
13 ¢5 leads to an initiative for
White.
9 fixeb

A weli-known ploy, which gains
time for the development of the
planned assault in the centre.

Practice shows that no serious
problems arise for Black on other
continuations, For example!

fa) 9 Wd3 00 {9 ... QSN 10
wgd) 10 f4 dé? (10 ... d5 [
e5 &d7 is possible, although less
convincing 11 &b3 &d7 12 4d2
&as and Black has a comfortable
game (Shamkovich - Matera, LiSA
19771

(b} 9 £g5 Wd6!? {a sharper
game arises after 9 ... Sxc3 10
4xf6 gf 11 be @72 12 Wd2 d5
13 whe de 14 ¥xf6 Hg6 1513516
ofs 2xf5 17 wxf5 3. Ivanovic-
Kurajica, Yugosiavia 1978} 10
Sxcé Wxdl 11 Dxdt de 12 €5
ad7 13 4 2eT? 14 gxe? dxeT
15 £f3 a5 16 H2 Hes 17 Hed
Sixed 18 Sxed Rab and play s

equal {Pritchett - Taimanov,
Decin, 1975}
9 ... be
On 9 ... Wxc6, there is the

unpleasant reply 10 e5 and i 10
... &xc3. then 11 be Hd5 12 &f3
wxcl 13 Zbi with a dangerous
initiative for White.
10 47 0-01?
In his endeavour for active play
White is not deterred by material

concessions, Indeed, in the event
of 10 ... &xc3 11 be Dxed 2
wd4 Hf6 13 £a3 Black's position
could becore very risky, There-
fore Black follows his planned
course and, understanding that
‘the threat is stronger than its
execution’, maintains the pressuice
on the ¢4 pawn, without forcing
events.

Let us add that theory also
examines the continuation 10 ...
dS 11 ¢5 &d7, but the dynamic
potential of the position is jor-
feited. and after 12 &ad Hb6 13
¢4 play is simply in White's favour.

1t €8 Axe3?

Of course, the retreat 11, De8,
often encountered in practice, may
be regarded as a psychological
concession. The rhythm of the
attack and counterattack should
not be broken,

12 be
3 xen

In the fight for the initiative
every tempo is important, and here
White loses one., 13 £d3 does not
prosmise anything either, i view
of 13 ... ¢5 14 c4 &Hbd 15 Red
£b7. but the active manoeuvre
13 £f37 corresponds betier 1o
the spirit of the variation.

al ]

13 ... cs

14 o4 &ae7
15 Ob His
16  &4d3 b7
17 Eh3 gb!?

iy
s

RS R e O e R

i1 becomes clear that the out-
come of the opening battle must be
evaluated as favourable 1o Biack.
His pieces occupy excelent lines,
and nagging pressure on the long
diagonal guarantees a solid initiat-
ive. White's attack on the kingside
bears an ephemeral character.

18 £d2 Zab8
19 b3 ds!

As often happens in the Pauisen
system, with actively configured
pieces, the ‘backward” d7-pawn
may suddenly become an under-
mining force.

20 gaxist

Ap instructive moment.

The French Master forgets that,
with opposite coloured bishops in
the middlegame, the difference in
their long-range abilities influences
the evaluation of the position in a
decisive way. As it is clear that
the bishop on b7 has far more
prospects than the bishop on d2,
the other bishop should not be
exchanged for the knight on 5
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it would be better to switch to
defence by way of 20 ed Wxd6 21
&1,

0 ... ef

21 Ebgl fo!

This new strike at the centre
deprives White of his last iflusion,
associated with the threat 22 WhS,
as thig thrust is now refuted by 22
...oWgl

22 of d4!

Black’s positional advantage
has become enormous. The restis
casy.

23 2b3 Hxf6
24 whi 2e6
25 Hhgl Hel
26 wdl HheB
27 B3 Weh

This is what can happen on the
a8-h! diagonal!

28  EbBf3 web
29 =B3 £c6
36 $h? Wxed

White resigns.
The  light-squared  bishop
played 4 major role in this game.
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Of course, such general realiz-
ations of an opening idea rarely
oceur; for this it is necessary to
have the ‘help’ of one’s opponent.
More commoniy, confrontation
with the opponent’s plans results
in a tough, double-edged struggle.
{et’s examine some characteristic
exampies.

Dzindzichashvili~Taimanov
Leningrad 1971

1 ed S

2 i3 ¢b
3 d4 od

4 Hyxdd Hich
5 Hied a6

6 $e2 we?
7 00 06
8 se3

The most natural, and highly
popular, continuation. Essentially,
this gives the opening the most
principled and  problematical
possibilities of the modern treai-
ment of the Pauisen system,

8 ... &b4
9 Had!?

The seed of a clear strategic plan
is contained within this tactical
riposte, which reveals the shady
side of Black's formation. It high-
lights the weakness of the b6
square and the shaky position of
Black’s bishop which has suddenly
appeared on the bd square with
‘no business’.

There is also another possible
version of the same idea -~ 9 Sxcd
be 10 Had - which is also roughly
equal after 10 ... 0-0 (risky is 10
Lo Hb8 4 £d6 1214 Hixed 13
243 &f6 14 ¢S5 fe7 {5 £d4),
leading to the text position after a
transposition of moves.

The problems that Black faces
are not simple. So far as the object
of the siege {the ed4 pawn), is in-
vuinerable for the moment (9 ...
Hixed? 10 H1xco Wxet | abbd Bb8
12 wdd &8 13 403 d3 14 cd)
strict measures must be taken
against the threatened clamping
of the queenside by means of c2—¢4
and, in many cases, the dangerous
penetration of the a4 knight to bé.

9 .. 0012

Along with the text move, the
allernative idea of 9 ... &e7!?
(analysed in the next game) is
perhaps the most composed and
pure reaction to the demands of
the position. Renewing the threat

against the ed pawn {the main
idea remains in force?}, Black gains
imporiant time for the completion
of his development. On other con-
tinuations he would have t0 con-
tend with a variety of difficulties.
For example:

{a) 9...d5 10 ¢31? ge¥ (10 ...
£d6 1 &bél} 1] Hxed be 12 ed
cd 13 b6 HbE 14 Hixc8 WxeB 15
wad+ wd7 16 wxab Rxb2 17
Habl with better play for White
{anaiysis). -

{6} 9... b5 10 &xeb de {10 ...
Wxch? 11 Hb6 Hb8 12 5D i
&c5! &xe5 12 Hxes 040 13 Wdd
€5 14 Wc3 a5 15 8/t and White
has a clear positional advantage

{c) ... ©eT 10 cd! Axedior i)
oo Bd6 11 B3 Heb 12 ¢S 44
£3 wd4} 11 c5 {(ako good 15 1!
We2 &f6 12 ¢S Hieds 13 a3 £as
i4 b4 b5 15 e Hixeld 16 fo Wed
17 2f3, as was played in the
game  Rittner-Moiseev, Corr.
1976 11 ... ©d5 12 &b30-0(if 12
... Wco, then 13 21317 13 wd4 5
b4 53 %a5 15 Ract and White has
strong pressure for the sacrificed
pawn according to Moiseev and
Ravinsky.

id) 9 ... 4£d6 10 Db6!IT {n my
own games other moves have also
been tried: 10 &xcb be 11 Db
Eb8 12 &Hixcl Mxc8 13 Axab Hal
4 £d3 &xh2+ 15 &hi 44

16 Wd2 gxe3 17 wxe3 weS{Koc-
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Faimanov, USSR Ch. 196!} and
10 g3 b3 11 &b6!? X b8 12 &Hixck
Txck 13 ad!? DHxdd 14 £xd4 es
15 ged &c5 16 fxed wxed 17
ab ab {Suetin-Taimanov, USSR
1968} in both cases Black has an
acceptable game) 10 ... Tb8 (10
... Wxb6 is risky in view of 1]
Sixed Wha 12 Hixgl+ K8 13
¢} #Wxed 14 wWxdo+ &xg¥ 1S
&xh6+; or 10 ... fxh24+ 11
&hl Wxb6 due to 12 Hixed Wxb2
13 oxgT+ &f8 14 His) 1 g3
se? ton 11 ... Hixed there s the
strong 12 SHxcb Wwxed 13 &3} 12
Sixeh be 13 Dxel Wxel L4 eb Hds
15 el &c5 16 £d3 {16 c4!
16...a517 Wgd g6 18 ¢4 e 19b3
and White’s position is preferable
(Sznapik-Matulovic, Helsinki
1981}

These examples show the many
different strategic and tactical
possibitities which are hidden in
the position depicted in the dia-
gram and which put an original
'stamp’ on the Paulsen system.

10 &Hixeé

The introduction to a sequence
of forcing tactical play, The gambit
continuation {0 c4!? also warranis
consideration, although in this
situation if is not as attractive as,
say, after the manoeuvre 9 ... He7
discussed above.

19 ... be

10 ... dc is clearly not in the

spirit of the variation. After the
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continuation i c4! &d6 12 4!
oOxed 13 c5 fel 14 wel [5 15
oh6 RbE 16 Had! (or 16 4d3
&6 17 £d4) 16 ... eS5 17 b4l
guarantees White prolonged pos-
itional pressure.

11 obé

By such means White, in any

event, gains the advantage of the
two bishops. Also tried in this
position, with less success, 11 4
Ke7? 12 2d3 {12 e5 &dS 13
£d4 el 14 cd HxfA 12 ... 513
¢4 d6 14 el &b7; or 1 o4
£eT? 12 Wwe2 513 14 d6 14 413
Bb8 15 Hadl &b7. and Black
has a comfortable game in both
varigtions.

) Rab8

12 DOxel Xixc8

In the event of the inconsistent

12... Wxc8 White has the pleasant
choice between 13 5 2dS 14

ka?? HaB 15 £44 ¢5 16 ¢4 and
11 2477 Mb6 14 wdd wb7 15
£eld ¢S 16 wdl.

13 dxab

One of the most critical, intric-
ate and discussed positions in the
Paulsen system, serving as a start-
ing point for a multitude of analy-
sis. At the present time White has
an extra pawn with the advantage
of an already ‘prepared’ passed
pawn on the quecnside, supported
by along-range bishop. Moreover,
Black must still lose a tempo re-
treating his attacked rook. How-
ever, Black has his own trumps —
he is better developed, the open
b-file is at his disposal, and he has
in reserve the tactical possibility of
re-establishing material balance,
as the e4 pawn is already under
fire and the eventual manoeuvre

attack on the b2 and h2 pawns. In
short, there is no simple evalu-
ation, and the fate of the rest of
the contest depends to a significant
degree on the energy and dyna-
mism exhibited by each of the two
sides.
X Xe8

1t has since been established
that d8 is the best square for the
retreat of the rook after which, as
a result of an almost forced and
very detailed variation, well devel-
oped in theory, there arises ... a
drawn ending.

Analysis runs: 13 ... Zd8 14
243 {14 &g5% is an interesting
iry) 14 ... £46 15 $h) (f 15 4,
then 15 ... «51?)} 15 ... &e317 16

e

L e

¢3 Hxb2 17 wcl &Hgd! 18 f4 (18
Wxb2?? &xc3!y IR ... Hixed 19
WixbZ (19 fe? Wh6) 19 ... gxid
20 W27 (20 mI3Y &p4) 20, .. HOixfl
2E Zxft g517 22 g3 wd6!7 23 42
{or 23 Rc2 fes 24 wxi7+ $h8)
A3 .. &e5 24 wxfT4 (it is now
clear why in this variation the rook
should stand on d§, and not on
e8!} 24 ... dh8 25 Mdf wWcT and,
as practice has shown, despite a
certain activity of the White pieces,
Black has sufficient defensive
resources. For example, in the
game Tal-Liberzon (Skara 1980)
there followed 26 £gd4 d517 27
Wxeth 2xc3 28 ed cd 29 £17 wes
30 WxeS+ gxel 31 gxdS g7
and the game quickly ended peace-
fully. This is how far theoretical
development has gone in our day!
Fortunately {otherwise | would
have played one attractive game
less), this analysis was revealed
long after my game against Dzin-
dzichashvili, and 1 did not then
know that the retreat of the rook
to d8 was more accurate thas to
¢8.
4 £d3
5 4
From the loftiness of today’s
research. the manoeuvre 15 &hl
is recognized as strongest, so far
4s the variation given above is
inadmissable for Black, and the
continuation 15 ... Bxb2 16 &d4
Zb4 17 axf6 gf 18 14 promises

£d6
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White a kingside initiative. But
Dzindzichashvili trusted in direct

pians,
15 ... e5
e f5 2xb2
¥/ g4

The battle has assumed a
‘bayonet’ character, With a stable
position in the centre a fank
attack looks highly convineing for
White. Moreover, the advance 18
g3 is threatened, winning a piece.
But Black finds a resource for

counterpiay.
17 .. hé
I8 4 £f8
19 g5 HdS!

This is the whole point! The
kpight is immune (20 ed? ed!),
and this enabies Black to gain
important time for a favourable
regrouping of his forces.

286 el Wwhé -+
21 &h Hed
22 axel Wxel
23 R}
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Perhaps 23 Wgd is more ener-
getie, so as to answer 23 ... hS

with 24 wg2.
23 ... w4
24 ¢gh

24 {6 also looks tempting, but
then 24 ... d5 25 g6 Xb7 follows,
with excelient counterplay for
Biack.

White's position looks very
menacing; his attack has taken on
a concrete character. However, the
typical thematic resource a
break in the centre — allows Black
to seize the initiative.

24 .. ds!

25 hg de!

26 gf(w)+  Hxf8

27 dxed wxed

28 wdb+ g7

79 wdl wxd3

30 f6+ &hé

3 od o2

As a result of stormy complica-
tions, as is often the case, an end-
game arises which, although not
as simple as it may appear, has

LT
"

%
obvious drawing tendencies. How-
ever, the next phase of the game
is stiil interesting.

32 RBel? Rgd

33 Exes T xhd-+
34 &pl Hgdi
35 &f1 Hxa2
36 RS b4
31 Sl "bi+
8 A % bb2

Black's position appears highly
promising, but alas, there remain
too few pawns on the board. The
next phase is clear without com-
mentary.

¥ sfel 2g2+
40 &bt 2h2+
41 gl Ragl+
42 dfi zd2
43 del Zhgl+
44 $h Xg6

45  Hxcb Exd3
46 263 2xc3
47  Hxed Hgs
48  &h2 dgb
49 Heb $fs
50 &h3 Hgb
51 Re5+ Pxf6

Black even finally succeeds in
winning a pawn, but the position
is theoretically drawn. There fol-
lowed:

52 Hcb+ IS5
53  HeS+ ded
54 Hed wds
55 nf4 f6

5% =fl &es
87 Eets+ &4
58 Efi+ el
59  &hd ed
60 Hel+ &fs
61 Hft+ Feh
62 Hel+ &f7

63 Held xgl
64 He3
Drawn,
A fascinating contest in all
stages!

Here is one more example in
that same tense character, but
played comparatively recently and
thercfore reflecting the modern
treatment of this variation.

Zapata-Taimanov
Titograd 1984
i ed 5
2 of3 eb
3 W4 ed
4 &Hxdd &b
5 &ed a6
6 e weT
7 00 &f6
8 2e3 Abd
9 Hadt? ael
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In the light of the previous game
from this opening rabiya it is casy
to understand the sense of such
a retreat, Above all the bishop's
function on b4 was to attack the
knight on ¢3 10 increase pressure
on the e4 pawn so, having driven
off the knight, the bishop has ‘no
further business’ on b4. Moreover,
its position on b4 has become
‘upcomfortable’, as it not only
secures the safety of the ¢4 pawn
{9... &xed? 10 &xch be 11 wdd),
bat can also turn out 1o be in
danger after White's planned
advance c2—cd-c5. Finally, with
the exchange on ¢6 (10 Hixed bey,
the bishop on b4 will block the
eventual activity of the Black artil-
lery along the b-file as in the
previously examined variations. In
short, Black has sufficient motives
for the withdrawal of the bishop,
even with tempo {10 ... &ixed! i
now threatened).

10 Dxe6




92 The Paulsen System

Perhaps this is the only way to
fight for the initiative — it would
be inadvisable to lose time in
defending the e4 pawn.

14 ... be
1 &Hbe

On 1 £b6, which was once
tested by Geller, Black achieves a
comfortable game by means of 11
... Wfdl?

) IR b8
12 &Hxc8 Wxel

fn the event of 12 ... Hxc82
13 $xa6 Ub8 Black regains the
pawn but, after 14 £d3 Exb2 15
$d4 Hb8 16 e5 ©d5 17 ¢4 BDbd
18 ged ¢S5 19 £c3 He6 20 4
Hdd 21 a4l loses the initiative
completely {Beliavsky—Dam-
janovic, Alicante 1978). It is im-
portant not to lose the momentum
of counterplay in this variation!

13 €5 Hds
14 ¢l

It is tempting to move the
bhishop to a more active square,
but in the event of 14 £d4 there
is the possibility of 14 ... ¢5 15 ¢4
cd 16 cd wes! 17 &f3 &g5 and
White must give up hopes for the
initiative.

This position, which is often
encountered in tournament prac

tice, may freely be included in the
discussion of opening ‘tabiya’. 1t
is not easy to assess. At first glance,
the ouicome of the opening can
only be satisfactory for Black —

he is close to harmoniously com-
pleting his development, and his
pieces occupy convenient pos-
itions, which provide the basis for
counting on a gqueenside initiative.
But defects may aiso be spotted in
Black’s formation -— the weakness
of his pawn formation and the
insecure position of his most active
picce — the knight on d5. Along
with this, White, although back-
ward in development, has a very
flexible pawn chain, and the pre-
sence of the two bishops and even-
tual pressure along the d-file
promise active prospects. In short,
although Black’s dynamic possi-
pilities permit him hopes of
counterplay, the ‘long term’ fac-
tors are in White's favour.
4 ... Le8

Alas, a dear tempo must be lost
in order to guarantee the knight a
convenient retreat. In the event of
14...c515 Ret 040 16 R([3! b4
17 4f4 Det 18 Rbl Eb4 19
Sed i is not easy for Black to

karmontously adiust the coordi-
nation of his pieces {Thipsay-Tai-
manov, New Dethi, 1982},

15 ¢4

Perhaps this is the only way for

White to fight for the initiative,
since the iempting looking 15 Wd3
turns out {0 be ‘a stab into thin
air’, In the game Tukmakov-Tai-
manov {Vilnius 1975) there fol-
towed 15 ... 0-017 16 wg3 (if 16
Wxab, then 16 ... Wxab 17 £xab
OHb4l 18 £d3 Hixd3 19 od kd4
and White cannot count on any-
thing in particular either} 16 ...
Delt? 17 &£d3 wc7 18 b3 {18
LxabM 2d4) 18 ... ad? (18 ...
Kd477 19 whd) 19 Le3 (19
&h2M ady 19 ... £xed 20 wxel
Sd5 21 wgl 617 22 Riet ;ubd and
Black seizes the initiative.

15 ... Se?

i6 <&hl

Zapata places his hopes on

active kingside operations, for
which he ‘animates’ his £2 pawn.
Also tried in practice is the more
conservative plan 16 b3 wc?
17 £b2 — on which both 17 ...
d6 18 ed fxdé. and 17 ... aS?
are possible.

16 ... Wwe7
17 #“ 0.0

18 ZI38¢

8 ... fat?

An instructive moment.
Black has better development,
on the basis of which he enters
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into a confrontation, although this
is associated with the opening up
of play and may activate the host-
ie pieces. As is by now well known,
dynamism is the chief factor of
Black's strategy in the Paulsen
variation!

19 Jd3? % bd8

20 of 2xf6

2F 0 &d2?

Zapata treats this double-edged
contest very carefully. The stereo-
typed 21 b3 would be a mistake
in view of 21 ... e8!

2 ... 2\g6
22 g3 51?7
23 fel nEf8
24 &gd?

White's trump is his {wo bish-
ops, and Zapata uses them in
fuli measure to create counterplay.
White’s position would become
dangerous in the event of 24 fe
oxeS. Now, on 24 .. ef there
would follow 25 Rxd7 Exd7 26
Wxd7 wxd7? 27 &xd? with a clear
advantage to White,
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24 ... d51?
Only onward! Delay may mean
‘death’ here.
28 o ef

26 de Wxeh+
Of course not 26 ... g in view
of 27 Hxd8 Hxd8 28 Whbi+ whi

29 wh,
27 4f3 weT
28  Hxd8 S xd8
20 Wwad fg
30 wxad

The position is intensified to the
limit. Despite ali the laws, Black
demolishes the enemy kingside,
and White — the queenside. Who
has the better chances?

3 ... wig!?

There is no time for the move
30 ... gh. On this there would
foliow 31 Wb7! with great force.
Now the manoecuvre 31 Wb7
would be answered by the stern
riposte 31 ... Who!

31 Web+!?  Sh8
32 wgd

it scems as though the scaies
are beginning to incline towards
White, The kingside attack has
beerr beaten off, and his passed
pawns must tell weightily in the
endgame. Buf Black’s tactical
resources are far from exhausted.
32 . wxpd
33 axgd hS!

86

An unexpected surprise! The
techniques of deflection and dou-
ble attack allow Black to maintain
the initiative at the critical
moment.

34 Ddi?

A clever counter-riposte. It is
interesting that White's bishop
cannot find a single convenient
sguare. On the squares hS, {5, e6,
e2 it falis after 34 ... g2+ with the
subsequent double attack by the
knight from the squares h4 or f4;
on 34 &3 comes the unpleasant
reply 34 ... ©Hh4 and after 34
&h3 - 34 . 24

M. Ef8
35 ad7
A retreat square has been won,
but as Black’s answer shows, there
is still no peace for White.

K - B hd
36 hg hg
37 &p2

The threat of 37 .., Xf2? has to
be met.
37 .. Hid-+
The iast assault, which forces ...
a draw.
I8 dxgl Hed-4

39 Gpd 24+
4 Hgs 4eT+
41 g6 £xe3

42  Hhis ghd
43  Hxhd+  fxhd
44 be el

Drawn.

A dynamic contest, where
attack and counterattack were
equaly successful.

And so, the itial plan of piece
pressure on the ¢nemy centre
remains relevant after ali these
years. Before we draw to a conclu-
SIOT, We mus{ examing one more
variation on the present theme, in
which Black’s idea is opposed by a
different deployment of the White
pieces,

KrogiuswTaimanov
USSR Ch. 1959
1 od 5
2 &Hf3 &6
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3 d4 od

4 &ixd4 ab
5 Lt we7
6 £d3

Up tll now we have largely
concentrated on examples where
White has developed his bishop
on e2. With Black’s chosen order
of moves in this variation (delay-
ing the mobilization of his knight
from b8) White has a tempting
alternative — he oblains a new
set-up by playing his bishop to d3.
Above al, it solidly supports the
¢4 pawn, invariably an obiect of
concern; besides which it leaves

possible transfer of the queen to
the kingside; and the ¢-file open,
where the white rook may be
actively placed. True, the bishop
on d3 falls into the black knight’s
zone of operations {through the

and blocks the d-file, where Whiie
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frequently creates pressure with
his heavy pieces in this variation.
in short, the character of play
changes significantly in this vari-
ation.
6 ..
7 %ed

On 7 &Hxed play leads to
constructions aiready examined
by the reader after 7 ... Wxc6,
though 7 ... dc 8 a4 e5!? is also
perfectly viable for Black.

T .. Hnie
8 o8

The most natural plan of devel-
opment, although the idea of pre-
paring queenside casthing, by way
of 8 We2, has also been encoun-
tered. In one of my games against
Gipslis (USSR 1959} there then
followed 8 ... £d6!7 9 0-0-0 (if 9
g3 then 9 ... £e5171 9 .. £e5 10
Hixe6 be H] Had Rb8 123 Bbal?
and the Black pieces have activity.

8 .. Hest?

An unusual manoeuvre. Hereby
Black hastens to transfer the
knight to the atiractive owpost
on ¢4 with tempo 2 ... Hegd
is threatened), on top of which
depriving his opponent of certain
favourable plans, connected with
the exchange of the knight on c6.
The interesting manoeuvre § ...
%46 also serves as a tempting
alternative {note, incidentally, that
the continuation 8 ... ©xd4 9
#xdd fc5is risky in view of 10

e

$xf6 gf 1] wgd, and on 8 ... b5
9 Syxch Wxch a position arises that
was examined eariier). Here are a
few practical examples of 8 ...
&de.

() ¢ h3 £M417 10 wd2 £xel
1t wxe3 g6 Gf 11 ... Whe, then 12
S5 wWxed 13 Hxed bS 14 BB
b4 15 Had e 16 ad? with an
advantage to White as in Radu-
lov—Andersson, Hastings 1972/73)
12 61b3 040 13 14 b3 14 Wwed 2b7
with approximately level play (A.
Zaitsev—Suetin, USSR 1970).

(b) 9 &ht 414 (the sharp 9 ...
K517 1) &ixeb be 11 {4 Lgd 12
W3 &Hxed 13 wxed e5 s also
interesting, as was played in the
game Nezhmetdinov-Tammanov,
USSR Ch. 1959} 10 &xf4 wxid
11 &ee? tor 11 Hde? Whd 12 h3
46 13 {4 0.0y 1t ... Who 12 h3
0-0 13 Hixed be 14 4 517 15 ¢4
4#b7 16 ©g3 d6 17 $h2 Hads
and Black has a comfortable game

9 h3 bs
The most consisteni congini-
ation —— the outpost on ¢4 is

prepared for the knight. 9., &¢5
has also been tried but it is not,
perhaps, in the spirit of the vari-
ation: 10 &ad £a7 11 o4 leads to
a constrained game for Black,
10 we2

With this move White renders
harmiess the occupation of ¢4,
but loses a tempo in the dynamic

dispute. Perhaps the immediate
10 f4 is better motivated here,
aithough this also involves certain
positional concessions. For exam-
ple, 10 ... &cd 11 fxcd Wxed 12
Wd3 (f 12 €5, then 12 .., 5Hd5 13
&xd5 Wxd5 14 we? £b7 and,
despite a certain lack of develop-
ment, Black achieves his intended
goal -— supremacy of the a8&-
h1 diagonal. Nevertheless, it is in
precisely this line that White must
search for a path towards the
initiative) 12... d5{on 12... &b7
13 ad4! Wxd3 14 od b4 15 &Hee2
%c8 16 &2 Black has significant
problems in the endgame) 13 e$
{Shaposhnikov tried the conting-
ation 13 ed against me here in
1960, however, after 13 ... wxd3
14 cd b4i? 15 Ded IixdS 16 £42
{5 17 &gs &c5 18 &3 447
19 Racl HNc8 20 &h2 00, no
advantage was gained) 13 ... &d7
14 Wxcd do 151517 {only in this way
can one fight for the initiative!) 1§
.o Dxes 16 fe gxe6 17T Rael
Hd7? 18 Dxe6 fe 19 £d4 0-00
20 Zxet Hcst 21 Heo+ b7 22
Hxc5 Hxdd 23 Refs £d6 24
B{7+ &c6 25 Bxg7 bs and Black
has active play for the sacrificed
pawn (Fischer-Petrosian, Sania
Monica 1966). This classic exam-
ple serves as a major argument in
support of Biack’s plan.
10 ... b4
Only onwards! The struggle for
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influence in the centre is the under-
lving theme of the entire variation,
11 &di

On 11 &bl d5 12 &HHd2 de 13
Sixed HA51, Black has completely
equal chances, and the knight
square’ in the centre is simply
a picture! (Diickstein-Taimanov,
Copenhagen 1965}

11 .. da5t?

The aim has been achieved -
the pride of White's position, the
&4 pawn, is exchanged.

12 &4 ide6
13 &xe5

This is, of course, a concession,
but now it is forced. 13 ed Hxd5 14
£b5+ promises nothing either, in
view of 14 ... I8

3 .. £ xed
14 &Hf3 L4
15 od

On 15 g3, good for Black is
15 ... de 16 fxed Dixed 17 wxed
&b7 18 wxf4 wxid 19 gf §xf3.

| 1. I Zyxds
1 DHel
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Having ciearly failed in the stra-
tegic dispute, Krogius endeavours
to switch the struggle into tactical
channels. However, nothing eise
remains for White,

16 ... Hxeld!?

A tempo is a small price for the

sake of retaining the bishop pair.

17 fe 4h6
I8 o4 0-6
18 5 ab7

Black's achievement is evident.
His bishops rake the major high-
ways, the ¢~ and d-files promise
activity for the heavy pieces and
his pawn configuration is har-
monious. It remains only to dis-
piay vigilance for any possible
kingside action by his opponent.

20 Hael was

20 .., Wb+ 21 hi Rad8
may be more accurate.

21 ohk2 3 ad§
22

This move locks very energetic
{the threat 23 Hip4 is highly dan-
gerous!) but in fact it tusns out to

be an irreparable loss of tempo.
22 Hygd £g5 23 w2 would have
been better, supporting pressure
on the fank.

22 .. nd4!
23 Hpd F-A L
Having blocked up the

approach to his king and created
the concrete threat of 24 ... &3,
Black secures the advantages of
his position by decisive means.
This  situation  nudges  his
opponent into a despairing check.
24 ofe+

Realizing that on the natural
development of events {24 W2
wd3s), Black's initiative will inevi-
tably grow, Krogius tries a last
drastic remedy.

24 ef

i
W

28 axh?+
This repeat sacrifice finds an
elegant refutation. But White's
attack comes {0 a dead end on
ather attempts also. For example:
{a) 25 wh5 151 26 2 x4 Rfd8 27
wesS+ FiE

() 25 wgd+ &h8 26 x4
Hg8 27 Bxdd Uxgd 28 Hxgd bt
(c} 25 Rxfd Zxf4 26 whs st
A7 &xf5 ef 28 of Wbo+ and 29 ...
wxi6,
A fascinating set of variations!
25 .. wxh7
26 wha+ %g8
27 weds &gst
My opponent had clearly
underestimated this  crafty
manocuvre when planning his
counterattack. The denouement
now arrives swiftly,
2B wWxd4 Hds!
29 wed
Other moves do not heip
cither — on 29 Wa7, 29 ... wd$
decides, and on 29 wf2 — 29 .
Hd2.

7 S Wes
30 =12 nd4
31wl 2 xhd
32 of B4
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The concluding stroke. White's
position is beyond salvation.

33 xdl #xfo
34 Hd8+ &g7
35 HbS Hxf2

White resigns {36 Wx[2 $e3}

Black’s bishops, having broken
through the enemy's centre, are
prepared for glory!

With this game 1 shall, with
gratitude to my loyal friend, the
Paulsen system, conclude analysis
of the variations of this rich and
fascinating opening scheme. #t
served me true and wel for more
than a decade and even then, it
was on its ‘prompting’, and based
on the foundation of its ideas,
that I developed my own original
variation and changed over to my
‘patent” sysiem. At times 1 recall
‘the old faithiul and get the desire
again and agam 1o test its rich,
creative and dynamic potential . ..
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According to My Own Formula

In the process of many years of
understanding the versatile strat-
egy of the Pauisen system, devel-
oping a grasp of its complex ideas
and mastery of its wide arsenal of
inhereni tactical methods, there
often arose in me the wish to
depart from the well-trodden
paths in the search for original
creative variations. Moreover, my
opponents were from time {0 time
able to devise new problems in the
traditional rabiyas, forcing me to
critically revise assessments of
these or other favourite positions.
So, by way of illustration, delay
in development of the kingside
sometimes made itself felt and at
times ‘inconvenience' created by
the threat of the advance of the
pawn with tempo from e4 fo e5,
expanding the active possibilities
of the powerfui position of the
white knight on d4. In short, the
shady side of the Paulsen system
demands a constant polishing of

the many possibilities and im-
provements of its formation, and
then also a modernization of the
treatment. So, in analytical work
one day there was born the idea
10 refrain from the conventional
early development of the queen,
put instead to develop the king's
knight not on the square f6, where
it is subject to the threat of attack,
but to the more intricate and flex-
ible ¢7 square. This inpovation
turned out to be highly significant
and enriched the traditional open-
ing scheme with original strategic
content.

In the process of practical tests
and theoretical research the new
idea found its adherents, gradualily
gaining in prestige and popularity
and finally, having detached itseif
from the Paulsen sysiem, it
became an independent and highly
diversified  opening  scheme,
known to theory as the “Taimanov
system’,

it arises after the introductory

g

moves fwhich are, incidentalty,
played in different sequences).

i ¢4 5
P HE3 €6
I 44 od
4 £xd4 &b
5 Sed ab

And now to the various modifica-
tions

Sgel;

Dgel.

Biack’s basic opening plan m
all of the initial positions of the

The Taimanoe Svstem 1]

o TY

Taimanov system lies in the idea
of removing active White pieces
from the d4 outpost, which is
achieved by an exchange of the
knight in the centre and the subse-
quent ‘tempo’ transfer of the
‘knight understudy’ to c6. If this
goal, which usually guarantees
comfortable and speedy devefop-
ment, turns out 1o be unpractical
{White usually avoids the ex-
change, voluntarily retreating his
knight from the cenire to the
flank), then the original prospects
of a "tour” arise for Black's kingside
knight either as defender (5e7-¢8

The development of the knight
on &7 also has a positive side,
which depreciates one of White's
active resources — the pawn
assauit e4-e$, which is typical and
dangerous in many forms of the
Sicitian Defence where the black
knight is positioned on the %
square. In the current variation the
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{6 square may often be favourably
used for the activation of the

f6ty.

Ajong with this, it is impossible
not to notice the dark side of
Black's idea. In the first place, it
involves an infringement (even i
only temporary!} of the classical
configuration of the kingside
forces, hindering  harmonious
development. Also essential is
Biack’s renunciation of pressure
apainst the e4 pawn. depriving
himseif of the important Sicilian
motif of counterplay in the centre.

But with regard to the corre-
lation of the negative and positive
sides of the system in question,
hased on oblective and practical
considerations, one cannot draw
straightforward conclusions re-
garding its correctness and dyna-
mism, which is one reason why the
Taimanov system is so topical and
popular,

Variations on a Familiar Theme

The following contest vividly dis-

plays the basic strategic motifs of

the struggle in this scheme:

Unzicker-Taimanov
Witk aan Zee 1980

i ed 5
2 03 ik
3 a4 cd

1 %e3
QOne of the most solid and reli-
able continuations in the Tai-
manov system, the main idea of
which is to guarantee a convenient
retreat for the queen {the squares
b6 or d2), in the event of a routine
exchange in the centre,
7 Hixdd
7 ... b5 is also encountered and
only after 8§ 60 - 8 ... &uxd4
This usually leads to & harmiess
transposition of moves, but the
immediate exchange is neverthe-
less advisable in practice, in so far
as it limits the opponent’s
options -~ in particular, excluding
the variation associated with the
manoeuvre 8 b3
B wxd4
Of course, 8 &xd4 makes no
sense. After 8. .. £c6 9 fe3 (dont
give up the bishoptt 9 ... b5 10

wd2 fe7 White loses a tempo in
comparison with the main vari-
ation.

8 .. b5

An important subtiety. More
than keeping the quesn away,
Black increases his share of the
gueenside. On the immediate 8 ..
b there could follow & whe!?
with a plan of blockade.

9 00

The most advisabie plan, Other
continuations which have been en-
countered in practice are either
weaker or lead to the main vari-
ation by a transposition of moves.
For example:

{a}9 Wbt {this exchange is harm-
fess for Black here) 9 .., Wxbh6 10
S$xb6 &b7 11 13 H¢8 12 000
Hph 13 £d4 16 14 hd de7 15 g3
Hes, and Black has fuli equality
{(BeHon-Lopez, Wik aan Zee
1977y,

(b} 9 a3 &ed 10 Wwd2 geV I
0-0 -0 12 Hadl d6 13 &4 He),
with roughly level chances fAru-

{€) 9 0-0-0 Hco 10 wd2 {or 10
Who ST 11 Wxd8+ HxdR 12 M4
£b7 13 413 Be®) 10 . 4b4?
11 a3 £e7 and, in connection
with the positional threat of 12 ..
b4, Biack has excelient prospects
on the gueenside;

(d} 9 4 HHeo 10 wd2 §e7 11
0-0-07 (11 0-0 is better, reverting
to the main variation} 11 .., was
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I2e5{or 12 a3 bd) 12 ... b4 13
Sed wxal 14 &ddo+ &xdé 15
wxd6 wal+ 16 &d2 Wxbl
White does not have sufficient
compensation for his matenal
deficit (Martin-Taimanov, Mon.
tila 1977);

(e} O Hdi &b7 10 00 Hc6 11
wd2 4e? 12 4 ior 12 &f4) and
by an insigpificant transposition
of moves, play enters into the
channels of the main variation.

9 ... Hich
10 w2

Here, as in the preceding
examples, the idea behind the
move 7 £ed becomes clear
Retreating, the gueen does not
obstruct the path of its dark-
squared bishop,

| 1 S Se?

On the board is one of the
typical tabiya of the Taimanov
system, providing the opening
with a multitude of possibilities
leading to a rich middlegame. The




164 The Taimanor System

general assessment of the position
according to objective criteria un-
doubtedly fies in White’s favour:
he has almost completed his devel-
opment, has an advantage in the
centre, pressure on the d-file and
guite a broad choice of plans in
the fight for the initiative. Black is
somewhat cramped éin the centre
at jeast) and must still spend a few
iempi on the mobilization of his
forces. it would seem that the
outcome of the opening is lament-
able for Black, Nevertheless, prac-
tice fully testifics to the viabiiity
of this variation! Where does the
secret lie? For this one must invese
tigate carefully and without bias,
Above all, Black’s construction is
invainerabie for the moment, for
his pieces control the entire zone
of defence and it is not easy f0
get into this fortification (congern
may only be felt over the weak
d6 square). Besides which, he has
everything prepared for the har-
monious completion of his devel-
opment, and if, after castling, he
succesds in positioning his pieces
on the queenside according to the
scheme Wc7, Hd8, 4£b7, Eacl,
then, on account of his active
resouree Heh-a5-04 he can
coumt on promising queenside
counterplay, along with activity
on the af-hi diagonal That is
why there has been a projonged
theoretical dispute around this

variation for a few decades already
{1}. deepening the understanding
of the concealed nuances of the
position, but by no means pro-
nouncing 4 conclusive verdict.
il 14
One of the most natural ways
to fight for the initiative - White
widens his sphere of influence in
the centre, which opens prospects
for the activation of his fosces.
An  approximately  equally
attractive aiternative is the idea of
picce pressure on the dé point by
the means of {1 Zadi 0-0 (speedy
counterplay with {1 ... £b7 12
&4 Hc8 13 Xlel Had s also
worth consideration) 12 £f4. but
Biack also has his counterchances
in this case after 12 ... wad? (12
... {6 is worse because of 13 £d6
Axdé 14 wWxd6, Hiartarson-Tai-
manov, Leningrad 1984) 13 a3
b4!? 14 ab Wxbd.
1F ... &b7
i ... do 12 Had! wc? is less
advisable. The delay in castling
may be exploited by White via
13 15! &S 14 fe 4xed 15 &dS,
Conversely, 11 ... 00 is quite
possible, which after 12 Hadl dé
£3 2d3 £b7 leads to the normal
development of events.
12 8
A double-edged idea. Unzicker
unequivocally fixes the backward
d7 pawn, counting on restricting
it with pressure from his heavy

pieces. However, this significantly
weakens the hi-a% diagonal
which, as is weli known, is fraught
with danger 1n  the Sicilian
Defence. However, less committal,
*solid’ continuations do not prom-
ise White any particular advan-
tage either. For example:

{a} 12 £d30-0 13 Wf2 Hc§ 14
Zadl HaSt 15 Fhl {15 &bb,
then both 15 ... Wxbbd 16 Wxb6
&5+ 17 Wxel Rxel and 15 ...
weBl? are possible, in both cases
with a comfortable game for
Black) 15... &cd 16 el He? 17
a4 b4 18 De2 wal? 19 H1gd L hd,
and Black obtains a completely
equal position (Velimirovic-Tai-
manov, Titograd 1984}

(b 12 Xadl Xc8? 13 213 Hal
4 fdd Hed 15 wel 00 16 e5
Wo?, and the chances are roughly
level for either side {Prandstetter-
Romanishin, Taxco 1985),

12 ... SHast?
Black brings his trump into play
straight away - activating his

long-range bishop and repeling
the threat of 13 Hed), whilst the
knight hastens to the ¢4 outpost
according to its predestined tour,
13 2437

Essentially a loss of time, always
dangerous in double-cdged play.
Since the light-squared bishop
must be exchanged for the black
knight sooner or later, it would be
better, without losing a tempo,
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to continue development via 13
wadt. In this case after 13 ... Hc&
14 212 Hed 15 gxcd Exed i6
Wel, with ‘a subsequent Efd2
White would stil maintain the
balance,

| 3 Re8

14 Hel Hed

15 fxcd Exed

e Madl wes

I this position is compared to
that in the previous diagram, one’s
attention is arrested by the striking
metamorphosis -~ i a short time
the black pieces have acquired
exceptional dynamism. His light-
squared bishop, after the ehimin-
ation of its ‘opponent’, has become
‘lord” of the position, and the
‘heavy artillery’ exerts pressure on
the c-fiie. White though, besides
slight pressure on the d7 pawn, has
nothing to show for this activity.

17 3

Again a superficial decision, A
well-known strategic rule goes:
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*Omne should not weaken the pawn
structure at the part of the board
where one's opponent is stronger’.
17 &d4 was better, intending
counterpiay by way of 415

17 ... ba!

And this is the retribution! The
threat of {8 ... bc 19 Hxed & bd!
forces White to switch compiletely
to the defensive.

18 IZ¢l 06!

Exactly at the right moment!
Having successfully carricd out his
intended queenside action, Black
is now able to give consideration
to his own king. Fresh reserves
enter the battle.

19 b3 be

20 Hxed Rcb
21 Had $£a3l?
22 Hxcb Wxeh

23 &bé d6!?

A new achievement. Thanks to
the operation of his powerfui diag-
onal ‘tanderyy’, Black is able to get
rid of the only weakness in his
camp — the d7 pawn. The point
is that on his opponent’s prepared
manoeuvre 24 Sicd, there s the
effective riposte 24 ... &bd!

24 ed £.xd6
23 Bel wed
26 Rcd Whi+
27 el Wao!?
28 We? Sed
29 w2 L dR!?

The placement of Black's pieces
is excellent, however. in order to

ioosen White's presently solid pos-
ition, extra force s necessary. it is
important to cither activate his
rook on the d-file (which contains
the threat of 30 ... £al), or secure
the exchange of rooks, which
would open possibilities for the
black queen to invade the enemy
camyp along the back rank.
3o Rdl

Unzicker, as a lesser of the evils,
opls for the exchange, placing his
hopes  on  sunplifications,  but
would consolidation via 30 &4
have been more promising?

0 ... 27
31 ZxdB4+  axd8
32 Hed 24512

and h7-bi are completely in his
control, and the interaction of his
gueen and bishop on the g2 square
open up attacking chances. Above
ali 33 ... wbl+ is threatened.

33 &d?

On 33 h3 there is the very strong
33 ... &hd!

3 ho
34 h3 as!?

Pue to the complete absence of
any  counterplay  from  his
opponent, Black is able to un-
hurriedly improve his position ...

5 &3 £¢7
36 Hdd ‘

On 36 Hies there would follow

36 ... wed with the threat of 37

... 25 This motif is significant
here.
o ... Whi+
3! &h2 g5!
Going over to decisive oper-
ations. The diagonal attack Is

_highly instructive.

38 &bS
There is nothing better.
] ... £xfd+
39 axf4 af
40 He3

Of course, the continuation 40
wxi4 wxa2 is hopeless for White,

44 .. w5
41 HxdS ed
42 wd4

White finally succeeds in rid-
ding mimselfl of the terrible enemy
hishops. but the resuiting queen
endgame, alas, is also dismal.

4 .. Wed
43  wie d4!

As 1s weli known, in queen end-
ings the guantity of pawns is not
80 important as their guality!

44  wxh6 Wes!

Ambush!

45  wha(97)
4 ... a3

it is important to be attentive
even in seemingly casily-won pos-
Hions, The tempting 45 ... 34
could suddenly lead to a loss after
46 W g3+ By sacrificing the passed
pawn, Black forces victory.

46  wdS+ &g?
47  wxd3
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White now has an extra pawn,
but ...
47 ... 3+
48 &gl
48 g3 is unsuitable due to 48 ...
Welt.

448 ... Wel+
49  <oh2

Or 49 wit 24
49 .. {2

The pawn is immune. It only
remains now for the king to escape
from the checks. For this a tour
to the al square is necessary!

50  wel+ Li8

5t wh8+ el

52 wcol+ Leb

53 wedt &ed
White resigned.

Unuzicker decides 1ot 10 test the
‘resilience’ of the biack king any
further, therefore accepting defeat.

The ‘stock’ plan succeeded in
full measure in this game - the
mechanism of ousting the white
peces from the centre, the the-
matic knight's tour — &gk-e7-
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c6-aS—c4. the power of the light-
squared bishop on the long diag-
onal and, finaily, the dynamism of
the b-pawn, all clicked together
in the ‘batfering’ of the enemy
gueenside. {t is true that Black’s
success was to a large extent due
to the sluggish strategic line
acopted by Unzicker, who was
unable to exploit the advantage
which lay in White’s opening for-
mation.

We shall now examine a contest
where these rrumps were reajized
more skilfully.

Beliavsky~Taimanov
Moscow 1979
| ed 5
2 Sl Hich
3 d4 od
4 &xd4 6
5 &Hied ab
6 gel Gge?
7 4

The motif of this variation is
akin to the one examined above,
but expressed in a more energetic
form. White increases his influence
in the centre and, incidentally,
frees the £2 square for a convenient
retreat for the queen in the eveni
of Black exchanging in the centre.

7 .. b5

Such a flexible method of devel-
opment is more advisable than the
direct 7 ... Hixd4 8 wxdd He6 9
@2 bS. After 10 &e3 457 I
&b6!7 (11 0-0 ge? 12 Radl 0-0
13 &F3 is also good) 11 ... Wc8
{2 Bd! &e7 13 00 it is difficult
for Black to repair the harmonious
coerdination of his forces (Vilela-
{.obredo, Havana 1984).

8 040

Qther attempts at fighting for
the mitiative are less convincing,
For example:

{a) 8 &f3 wc7 9 e5 &b7 1O
Sied Dgb 11 23 (otherwise 11 ...
Hh4) 11 ... Hd8 and Black has a
comfortable game;

(b} 8§ &e3 Dxdd 9 Wxdd Hcd
10 Wd2 fe? and the game trans-
poses to the variation examined
in the previous game.

8 .. b7

Again the most logical continu-
ation. Other methods of develop-
ment complicate Black’s task:

fay B ... Wb6 9 g3 £p6 16
Of51? &5 11 Ddbé+ e 12
S8+ Haxc8 13 £xc5+ Wxes+

P

14 &hl Bhd8 15 £d3. and
although Black satisfactorily com-
pletes  his  development and
obiains favourabie simplifications,
the awkward position of his king
presents him difficulties in the
middlegame  (Jansa-Andersson,
Titovo Uzhitsa 1978);

(b} 8 ... &ixd4 9 Wxd4 wc7
fon 9 ... &b7 there is the very
unpleasant reply K} 15! &6 11
W2, as was played in the game

and on 9 ... Hice 10 W2 $e7
Il %3 there arises the already
familiar  position where Black
meets with perceptible difficuities)
10 &ht 410 Wi217 i also good)
0 ... Lcb 11 Wi2 ge7 12 &el
60 13 Rad! d6 14 wg3, and
White's position 1s  preferable
{Tal-Taimanov, USSR Ch, 1974).
9 &hl

This prophylactic manoeavre is
regarded by theory as the most
consistent. However, the following
have also heen tested in practice:

{a} 9 £Hb3T &g 10 el L7
{on10...d6 - 11 {517 HgeS5 12 fe
fe 13 £p4™ s unpleasant for
Black) 11 wel (1! ©c57 11 ..
0012 0did6 13 W2, and White's
position is preferable (Mariotti-
Taimanov, Leningrad 1977}

(b} 9 DT &High 10 Se3 o7
1t wd2 0-0 12 RDad! Wh!? and
by continuing 13 a4!?, White could
obtain good prospects (Guseinov-
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Faimanov, Baku 1983

it is clear from these exampies
that deviation from simphifying ex-
changes in the centre {even at the
cost of a tempo!} gives White the
chance to underline the shady side
of the position of the black knight
on e,

9 &ixd4

it would be inadvisable to delay

this operation any longer,

10 wxdd ek
o wf2 &e7
12 4&ed -0

13 Hadi Hc8

The attempt io prepare the
manoeuvre Hicdb-aS-cd by way of
the move 13 ... We8 aiso warrants
consideration. However, m this
case the gueen turns out fo be (oo
passive after 14 4h5 (14 4b6 is
fess convinging in view of i4 ...
X8 15 &13 d6 16 a3 &b8Y 17
Zd2  &d7 18 fe3  &ch
with equakity, Gufeld -Tatmanov,
USSR 1975) 14 ... BcB{on {4 ...
H1aS comes the unpleasant 15 5,
as Black does not have the block-
ading resource [7-6) and While,
by continuing 15 3¢, can develop
a dangerous initiative on the king-
side.

This position has attracted the
attention of theoretictans for some
time now. The ‘conflict’ of this
rabiva is stipulated firstly by a
clear division of spheres of influ-
ence. It is clear that White 1s
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excellently placed here for central
operations, where he has a space
advantage plus pressure along the
d-file. To counterbalance this,
Black places his hopes on develop-
ing an inititive on the queenside,
where he has the free c-file and
certain ierritorial advantages at
his disposal. It is easy to see that
although this position differs from
the previcus game (Unzicker-Tai-
manov) enly by the position of the
white queen {on 2 instead of d2),
this factor, however, hinders the
importan{ manceuvre fichd-as-
4.
14 a4?

A paradoxical idea! 1t is usually
considered that action should not
be unadertaken on the part of the
conflict where the opponent is
strongest. But here Beliavsky
strives 1o commence operations
on the queenside and to “dislodge’
Black's control over the key c4
outpost, to which the black knight
usually heads. 14 &f3 was previ-

ously plaved here f(or 14 £bb
we8 15 £f3), but practice has
established that the manoeuvre 14
... ©bRY? which neutralizes the
positional threat of 15 ¢5 and
prepares fafter 15 ... d6 16 ...
M7y the transfer of the knight 1o
¢5, puarantees Black fully equal
counterchances.

14 ... bd

15 &bl

1t is interesting that it is aow
the white knight that s ready to
take its place at c4!

15 .. Wel

The idea of this regrouping of
forces is highly alluring.

Biack wishes to exploit the tem-
porary eviction of the knight from
the centre by the implementation
of a freeing counterblow. For
example, he has excellent play 1n
the ‘natural variation 16 Hid2 Has
17 &d3 45! But, as the course
of the game shows, this idea is
imperfect and is met by a convinc-
ing refutation. That is why, seem-
ingly, it is worth trying another
pian of counterplay, less typical in
these positions, associated with
blockading motifs, nameiy 15 ...
Wwas 16 b3 £c51 17 Hd2 fxel
18 Wxel wWcS with good prospects.
In any event, an adeguate un-
stereotyped answer had to be
sought against Beliavsky's original
plan.

16 ¢4

Of course, this move was g
grievous surprise for me. Beliavsky
also claims his rights on the queen-
side!

16 ... be

One is forced to make con-
cessions. On the intended 16 ..,
#al, the simple reply 17 £d2 &
unpleasant.

17 &Hxed Hiad

Unjustified  obstinacy. The
blockading manoecuvre 17 .., &ib4
was worth considering.

I8 ad3? fé

The positional threat of 19 e5

snow had to be contended with.

19 wel!? Heb
20 Ha2?

Beliavsky has played the whole
of this episode splendidly. He has
succeeded {true, not without my
help!) in seizing the initiative on
the part of the board strategically
designated for Black's active oper-
ations! Now the threat created
F’Y the strong b-pawn marks an
indisputable advantage for White.
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b2 | R Wcl
21 b4 Hed
22 4gl He?
23 Hel 517

‘Sicilian dynamism’ is the only
trump left at Black’s disposal. The
singuiarity of this position lies in
the fact that, having conceded his
field of battle on the queenside,
Black secks revenge in the cen-
tre - the ‘rightful territory of his
opponent.

24 15

Perbaps one could cast a first
rebuke at Beligvsky here. He is
impatient to dislodge the support
of the avant-garde knight, bui this
aim is achieved at significant
cost — the conoession of another,
no ess important, outpost on €5,

Consistent and unpleasant for
Black would have been the further
activation of his gueenside forces
by way of 24 Hc3 foliowed by 25
Rl

4 .. Hrest?

Only thus! By sacrificing the
flank pawn, Black manages an
important centralization of his
forces, In the event of 24 ... ¢f 25
ed &dé 25 ... &xds? 26 &xi5
Wb7 27 &e3 817 28 fed is bad
for Black) 26 §b6 Zxc! 27 Excl
Wel 28 wel+ W7 29 Ho7 4xdS
30 wxe7 Wxe7 31 Exe? §xa2 32
£xab, or 24 ... 5d6 25 ed ed 26
Axc7 wxc7 27 gxat Beliavsky's
caiculations would turn out 10 be
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justified, Now though, the struggle
is sharpened in a not disadvan-
tageous direction for Black.

25 H2xe? Wxe7

26 axab de

27 Rl Wwh8

28 Axb7

In the event of 28 fe &xa6 29

Wxab Dd3, the activity of Black’s
pieces compensates for the insig-
nificant material deficit.

8 .. Wxh?7
29 fe 432

On the tempting 29 ... {5 there
is the strong riposte 30 Wb3!
3 Zcd f5

K.

16}

As a resuit of stormy complica-
tions a position has arisen that is
difficuit to evaluate. 1f is clear that
White's passed pawns are highly
dangerous, but against this the
activity of Black's pieces is also a
not ugimportant counter-
argument. The ocutcome of the
batile in such situations depends

on the energy and conciseness of
play from the two sides.
K ] SO 4N
A silly inaccuracy! in a tense
position, where each  tempo
counts, one should not take a piece
away from an active post. The
demands of the moment would
be better answered by a dynamic
strengthening of the position by
way of 31 .., Wd532 Hd4(32 2cb
&est) 32 ... wb3!? 33 Rd7 &fe?
(33...Wxet? 34 Hxd3), after which
Black’s chances would be by no
means worse, Now though, the
picture of war changes sharply.
37 Wl wds
Alas, the intended 32 ... Dxeb
won't do in view of 33 Ecb with
decisive threats.
33  ZcB!
By exchanging rooks, White
guarantees his passed pawn a
‘green light',

33 ... Wxeb
34 axf8+  £xf8
3 b e3

Black also has a passed pawn,
but it is one tempo down ...
36 b7 el
37 b8(W) Hgo!?
OFf course, not 37 ... el (W)} in
view of 38 wxf4.
38 whb3
1t is casy to iose one’s way with
such an unaccustomed amount of
gueens on the board. The prosaic
38 wWbb! ci{w) 39 Wwxel wxel

40 Wx{5 would undoubtedly be
stronger.
3B ... el(W)
39 a5
Two queens appear insufficient.
Yet ancother is needed for viee

tory ...
K . 04

Hi?

40  Wecd?

it may seem strange, but this
natural move puts all of White's
achievements in doubt. 40 a6l
leads to a win,

40 ... &fT?

In mutual time trouble Black
returns the mistake, the reason
being — routine thinking. It is
clear that the pin on the king must
be broken, but how? The usual
formula would indjcate that the
king should head towards the
centre in an endgame. This is true
as a rule, but with four gueens the
rormal criteria cannot conform 1o
the rules. Indeed, in the current
situation it is precisely the ‘incor-
rect’ move 40 ... $h8' which,
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paradoxicaily, saves the situation,
For example, 41 Wxe6 (otherwise
4%, Wxgt 4+ 41 ... Hixe6 42 wed
(42 ... £cS was threatened) 42 ..
Wxed 43 @xed HeT 44 L4 DHab
45 segl gB 46 &f2 Sf7 47
el deb 48 ddd §d6!%, and
the endgame assumes a drawish
character.

Now though, the game ends
quickly.

41 a6 £c5

{ had placed my hopes on this
thrust, however, as became clear,
it was without sufficient basis,

4  wh7+ dgb
43 WxceS Wxal
44 a7

The appearance on the board
of a fifth {1} queen is ineviiabie,
therefore Black resigned.

An unusual and ipteresting
game in which both players,
although not with equal success,
researched new paths in the stan-
dard formation.

Regarding these examples, it
shouid be emphasized that the
asymimetrical positions of the vari-
ous Sicilian schemes and rami-
fications, particularly where the
motifs of strategic confrontations
are expressed in  dynamically
changing  forms,  invariably
demand concrete and  original
decisions, even involving depar-
ture from the conventional class-
ical criteria. Flexibility of ideas,
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skilful combinations in the strug-
gle for the initiative, combined
with a degree of prophylaxis —
these are the main demands made
of the followers of the boundless
and rich Sicilian Defence.

The following game is also
instructive of these situations.

Karpov—Taimanoy
USSR Team Ch. 1983

I ed c5

2 LAY X Heh
3 & od

4 Hxdd eb

5 93 a6

6 Sel Sge?
T 80

This natural method s the
guickest way of developing,
although appearing to fail in with
Black’s opening plan, it is never-
theless very cunning and sets com-

plicated  problems for the
opponent.

7 &Hxd4

8 Wxdd Hieh

9  Wd3

White's idea is to transfer his
queen 1o the third rank on the
kingside. 9 We3 can also serve
this purpose, although this is less
accurate as it allows the strong
paradoxical reply 9 ... £d6!7 pre-
venting the transfer of the white
queen to the g3 square.

{Leningrad, 1977) there followed:
10 f4 0-0 {the immediate 10 .,
fc7 is also good) 11 &bt 4c71?
12 wh3 d51?7 13 £d3 (13 ¢5 {51
13 ... Hb41? 14 ed HHixd3 {5 wxd3
b5 16 Hdl for 16 de &xeb and
Black has excellent play for the
pawn} 16 .., b4 17 Hed Wxd5 18
wi3 (18 ofe-+7 gf 19 we3+ wgsh
18 ... wb7 19 £e3 {512, and Black
seized the initiative.

g .. &bd

1t was long considered {inciud-
ing at the time when this game
was actually played) that such a
thrust by Black could advantage-
ously exploit the shaky position of
the white queen on d3, ousting it
from the third rank to a less active
position - {d2 or di). But surpris-
ing and brilliant discoveries are
possible in moders theory, and
guite recently English  chess-
piayers demonstrated a bold gam-
bit idea of scizing the initiative by
way of the manoeuvre {0 g3l
Indeed, after 10 ... Dxc2 Gf 10 ..,

2e7 then B e 11 g5 16 12
04 BT (12 ... Hixal 13 4hS5+
26 14 Gxgh+ hg 15 Wxgb+ Fe?
16 5 12 &c7 we8 14 Hadi
White's pressure is more than
enough compensation for the
pawn.
That is why Black does not play
9 ... &bd4 anymore and, bearing
in mind that 9 .., $¢7 is also bad
in view of 10 wgl 0.0 11 4ho
£06 12 Radl, is content with the
more modest prophylactic conti-
nuation 2 ... Wc7, which guaran-
tees a somewhat constrained, bug
not entirely unpromising position,
For example, 10 £g517 (if 10 &,
then 10 ... @e7 1§ Wgd 0-0 12
£e3 b5 13 &d3 67 10 ... $.d6P
P} wh3 (or {1 bl (6 12 2hd
Ded 13 wd2 LHpb 14 2hS HeT?
Burnazovic-Krnic,  Yugoslavia
1986} 11 ... 0-0 12 Rad! fo i3
£cl b5 14 a3 b4!? 15 ab Hixbd
and Biack has counterplay.
0 wdz
As is clear from the previous
note, i0 Wgl i stronger here
However, although the game loses
in its theoretical sense, it gains in
cognition, in as far as the subse-
quent events become  highly
characteristic of the stragetic
motifs that lay in our chosen sys-
tem,
e ... Se7
1t b3
White does not, at the moment,
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intend 1o drive away the knight
by way of 11 al, as in the event of
1. &b 1214040 13 43, Black
has good prospects after 13 .
£¢54+ 14 &hl Hd4.

H .. 0-0
12 4b2 W7
I3 Hadl

Also possibie is the plan of king-
side activity by way of 13 &hl
Rd8 14 ad &6 15 {4, but this is
purcly a matter of taste.

13 .. Hd8

The continuation 13 .., b5 is of
approximately equal merit. After
14 a3 SHich 15 Wel (or 15 &bl
5dB 16 wel b7, as in the game
Lisbon
1985} 15... b4 16 bt Hd8 17 ad
Mad 18 4d3 457 19 4d4 2dc8
20 4b6 wWeS Black has a solid
position  (Kir.  Georgiev-Tai-
manov, Plovdiv 1984}

14 a3 Hieh
15 4 b5
16  &hi £b7
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Again a familiar structure,
where White has the advantage in
the centre, and Black places his
hopes on queenside activity. True,
the present case has its own pecu-
Harities — White's dark-squared
bishop is placed on the long diag-
onal which increases the attacking
possibilities, but his gueenside
pawn chain is weakened and may
furn cut to be vulnerable. In short,
the standard Sicilian conflict is
intensified here even more than
usuakl.

17 wed?

Karpovnot ondy shifis hisqueen
to the kingside, but also removes
it opportunely from the ‘explosive’
d-file.

On the direct continuation 17
RE3 b4!? {8 ab &Hixb4 19 Rl 6
Black's counterplay becomes truly

perceptible.
17 .. b4!?
18 b2

Only thus! In the event of 18 ab
&ixbd 19 Hd2 Black seizes the
initiative via 19 ... d5.

8 .. ba

Otherwise 19 a4 would block
Black’s chances on the queenside.

19 &xal 451
As usual! Dynamism above ail.
20 weld

Of course, in the event of 20 {5
d4t 2] whief 22 of 416, or 20 ¢5
d4! 21 wgl 51b4 and White cannot
even dream of the initiative.

26 ... L8
21 e5(M)

It is highly tempting to con-
strain the opponent in the centre,
but it may be precisely this move
that deprives White of his attack-~
ing rhythm. 2! ed ed 22 &d3
conforms more with the spirit of
the position.

21 .. HeM?
22 243 Xac8
23 whl oHis

23 ... g6 deserves attention. but
since neither 24 Zxf5 of 25 wxis
{in view of 25 ... 4xa3 26 gxa3
Wxc2), or 24 g4 dd+ 25 @gl (in
view of 25 &Hhé) are dangerous
for Black, the text move is also
fully acceptabie.

24 &bi

Black has successfully repelied
the first attack on the kingside and,
in order to avoid his opponent’s
counter-atiack, Karpov quickly
pulls up his reserves, striving to
improve the coordination of his
pieces.

24 ... gb
5 HdAIoH
p 1 S whe

An instructive mistake, turning
ail of Blacks achievements to
nothing. Of course, every true
*Sicilianite” {and | must include
myself in this renowned order)
would be inclined to play here the
immediate 25 ... d4!, submitting
to the will of the powerful b7

bishop, whose role is invaiuable in
similar constructions. Indeed, in
this case after 26 &icd thow else to
repef the threat 26 ... He3N 26 ...
£cb Black's position turns out
10 be superior. Karpov masterly
exploits this fundamental slip!
26 axist

O course, | had only considered

the continuation 26 £f3 d417 27

&xi5  &xf30
26 ... el
21 &HEN

Blockade af any price! Sacrific-
ing a pawn (and then further
pawns!) Karpov sharply changes
the picture of battle to his advan-
tage.

27 .. Zxe2
8 Ld4 Web

it wouid be very dangerous to
take the second pawn. After 28
.. Wxb3 29 wha! White's attack
would become scarcely resistible.

29 wh4! HeB
30 ed
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White's pseces suddently acquire
devastating force,
0 ... fe
Forced. On 30 ... Hxeb or 30
... Wxeb then 31 Dig$ decides.
31 HeS! we?
32 Sixgé! &p7
33 fes
The situation  has  clarified.
Although Black has repelled the
direct threats and even retained
an extra pawn, matters for him
are clearly unenviable. The biock-
ade on the dark squares deprives
his pieces  of their  desired
manoeuvrability, and the king's
shelter is also shaky.

K X I we7
34 wgld

Karpov considers that 34 wel
would be even more energetic with
the threat of the manoeuvre Hf1-
f3-g3.

4 .. Hecl
s Hfel E8c7
36 &3 +h8
37 gxgl+

37 WxgT4! Wxg? 38 Hxeb
would be very strong. For exam-
ple, 38 ... wWxd4 39 Hixd4 Bd2 40
Feel Bxdt 41 FxdL

K 7 BN wxg7
38 &dd wxgl
9 hg H2ed
40 Zixed He8
41 h2




HE  The Taimanor Systes

The game was adjourned in this
position and Black sealed his
move. At first glance, 1t is not clear
who is better, but who would
decline to ‘regalte onesel” of an
enemy pawn in the cndgame?
Such, alas, actually occurs ...

41 ... »xbh3?

Disregard for the fate of his
bishop costs Black the game. For
the second time in this game { was
given the chance to return the
long-range bishop into the game
and for the second time | did not
take advantage of such a prin-
cipled opportunity, Meanwhile,
after 41 ... d4! {apain, even in
the endgame one must remember
dynamism of pieces before every-
thing) 42 Hixd4 ged 43 pd!? Mg
44 g5h6 45 Thi Mgé Black would
stiil have chances of saving the

game.
42  Hd4 ohé
43 axfs 4 1]
4 Hdd ng8

435 He? ne?

46 Ddei #ho+
47 Fgl Rhgé
Black has active rooks, but how
can he play without a bishop?
48 15 nbé
Alas, 48 ... Exg3 doesn’t work
in view of 49 6! Hxg24 30 Fhi

HeB 51 §H
49 27e6!? Hxeh
56 fe He8
81 e? HeR
52 &5 $c6
533 b o213

54  e8(W) Sxe8
A5 &Hixe8 Bxed
56  af6!
Black resigns.
A tense duel. in which the
dynamic factors of the struggle
again played a decisive role!

The Sensitive 46 Poini

Amongst the characteristic peculi-
arities of the positive and negative
sides of the Taimanov system.
there is one positional drawback
which is visible ‘to the naked eye'.
This is the weakness of the d6
square in front of a backward
pawn. It also often makes itself feit
in the Paulsen system, but in the
Taimanoy system. where the
knight on €7 blocks the main
defender of the positional *hole’ —
the bishop on {8 - the weakness
on d6 becomes particularly strik-
ing. The whole question is how

significant this organic defect of
the opening formation is and how
can White exploit it? Practice does
not provide a simple answer, but
the coniroversy surrounding this
problem does not disappear. In
any case, the strategy ol ‘per-
manent’ pressure on the dé square
or its occupation, determines the
character of the struggle in many
games that are played in the Tai-
manov system, and therefore every
adherent of this system should
capably possess the basic methods
of opposing such a plan.

Let us examine some character-
istic examples.

Beliavsky~Taimanoy
Leningrad 1977
1 ed c5
2 &of3 Seb
3 d4 ed
4 Oxd4 eb
5 53 ab
6  2e2 an
7 4f4
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‘The most principled attempt at
exposing the defect of Black's
opening development - the weak-
ened d6 square comes under direct
fire. True, on this continuation the
white bishop turns out to be in
the range of attack from Black’s
pieces, which in many cases allows
Black to gain time for the mobiliz-
ation of his forces. Therefore that
same ides is often put into effect
i another way - after the moves
7 &bl Hiad 8 00 Hect 9 4f4,
which will be examined in another
example.

7 Hgb

The best, but not the only cor-
rect retort to While's plan,

The routine unloading of the
centre by way of 7 ... &Hixdd 8
Wxd4 &b would be misplaced
here. After 9 Wd2 b5 for 9 ... 6
10 0-0 ©e5 1 4g3 de7 12 14
ST 13 a4 as was played in the
game Ermenkov—Krnic, Smeder-
evska Palanka 1981) 10 .0 &e7
{1 Dadi White's pressure adopis
& perceptible character,

Matters are cheerless for Black
alsoin the event of 7... d6 § Hixch
Hixed 9 wd2 4e7 1000 00 11
nid! ©e5 12 wd4 weT 13 24217
nd8 t4  Had? (Marjanovic-
Raikovic, Yugosiavia 1979).

8  4ixe6

The mosi consistent way o the
occupation of the key d6 square,
Exploiting the fact that the reply
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8 ... dc s clearly unfavourabie for
Black in view of 9 Wxd8+ @&xd8
10 §-0-0+, White carries out his
planned invasion without loss of
time, True, this usualy involves
stmpiifications, which to a certain
degree facilitates Black’s problems
of defence. The continuation 8
4¢3 is also a popular alternative
(8 &e3 loses the sense of the
arevious move and Black obtains
a comiortable game by way of §

USSR Ch. 1976}, which supports
the control over the dé square
while retainig battle material In
this case after 8 ... &e7 one of
the fundamental positions arises
on which it is worth paying some
attention.

The basic variations, character-
istic of this particular scheme, are
as follows:

fa) 9 0-0 (9 wd2 would be a
mistake in view of 9 ... 457 and
if 1) f4, then 10 ... Hx{4! {1

Sxf4 gxfd 12 wxi4 Hxd4 with
advantage to Black: Lanc-Tai-
manov, Bucharest 1975} 9 . 0-0
10 Wd2 d6 11 Hadl wc?'? {an
important moment, by exploiting
the fact that the <6 pawn is
indirectly defended — 12 &xch
Wxeh 13 &xd6? Zd8 - Black
succeeds in strengthening  the
weak dé point and harmonicusly
completes his development) 12
dht RdB 13 4 Hindd 14 wxdd
Af6 15 wel £d7 and Black has
fully equal play {Torre-Taimanov,
Wijk aan Zee 1981);

(b} 9 Hb3{bysuch means White
unloads’ the d-file, so as to
increase the pressure on the dé
square, however. this involves a
new joss of time) 9 ... d6 {9 ... b3
is worse in view of 10 wd2 0.0 1}
madt wbs 12 4£d6 and White
achieves his goal, Westerinen-
Tatmanov, Yurmala 1978} 10 wd2
00 Bl Edl Hges 12 4 &Hd7 13
0-0 b5 and Black is completely
equal {analysis).

These examples  examined
above show that delay by White
in the implementation of his plan
of occupying the d6 square allows
Black to conveniently organize the
defence of his weak point, This is
an important argument i favour
of direct strategy, involving the
exchange of the knight. to the
research of which we shall now
reveri.

The critical position, White has
fully realized his plan and erected
a mighty outpost in Black’s camp,
at his most valnerable point. The
question now is — how solid is
this conquest?

9 ... Who

A double-edged decision. It is
as though Black ignores White's
key strategy and temporarily
abandons the struggle for control
over the d6 sguare, striving
towards an independent counter-
initiative on the queenside,

Fundamentaily, a different
treatment may be more solid from
the point of view of classical prin-
ciples, but it would be psychologi-
cally ‘conformist’ to play for equal-
ity with the aid of exchanges and
the transition into an ending by
way of 9 ... &xd6 10 wWxd6 we7
H 0-0-0 wxd6 12 Zxdé $e? (12
. $d8 13 Bhd! @c7, as Garcia
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played against Adorian in Banja
Luka 1979 is less logical) 13 X hdl,
Since this method is defended by
many foilowers and researched in
detail, it is worth dwelling on for
a moment,

This position occupies a par-
ticular place in a string of for-
mations typical of the Taimanov
system. it is dissimilar to complex
multi-piece middlegames n iis
directness and concreteness of
strategy. White achieves his open-
ing goal, having ‘pinned his
opponent down” on the d-fle to
the weak pawn and having occu-
pied the weak d6 sguare even in
the early stages. However, with
this the position is significantly
simplified and i Black gradually
succeeds in regrouping his forces
to oust the white rook from the
biockading square, White's initiat-
ive will quickly expire. But never-
theless, as practice has shown,
Black's path to egualily is not
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simple. Here are a few examples:

fa) 13, HaTM 14 g3 16 1564
Zd8 16 SDad ©h8 17 ¢4 HIT 18
c5! with strong pressure for White
(Psakhis-Romanishin,  Irkuisk
1986);

(b} 13...16 14 g3 De5 15 Had
aStor 15... &f7 16 %6d3 2b8 17
c4!?) 16 14 &7 17 X6d3 XbR I8
Ra3!?d6 19 &ed with an initiative

Vrsac 1979y

{© 13... &6 14 813 IbB (14

. Bd5? 15 ed dxd6 16 de+
Fc7 17 cd &b7 18 &xb7 oxb7
19 Sedt) 15 M6d2 TdB8{on 15 ...
d57? then 16 b3 15 good, followed
by 17 ©a4 with 4 blockade, also
in the event of 15 ... e5 16 §gd1?
White has the advantage, as
demonstrated in the game Kuprei-
chik-Taimanov, New Delhi 1982,
bat 15 ... g5 is worth consider-
ing} 16 g3 Dg6 17 £e2 (f 17 b3
then 17 ... d6 18 &ad Hies!? 19
&h35 g3 20 f3 &£b7 with equal-
ity, Adorjan-Taimanov, Budapest
1982} 17 ... 16 18 M4 and White's
game is, as before, preferable.

Even this cursory survey leaves
the feeling that many probiems
are concealed for Biack in the
resulting endgame. Therefore,
counter to the classical laws, it is
sometimes tempting to try ideas,
even with a certain risk, of an
original and double-edged nature,
as for example, in the text game.

10 802

Only thus! White must not
baulk at material sacrifices in the
struggle for the initiative. The
routine continuation 10 &xf8
Hixf8 11 wdl would not set serious
probiems to opponent. For exam-
ple, 1 ... Zb8!? (of course not {1
... Wxb2 since after 120-0 Black s
hopelessly behind in development)
12 0-0 High 13 wgl tor 13 Wwd6
¢S 13 ... e51? and Black is fully
equak

11 ]

It would be nisky {o accept the
pawn sacrifice here by way of 10
o Sxdt B wxdo wxb2, After 12
WeS (12 Dad Webd 13 Wald s also
inferesting} 12 ... b8 13 Rabl
Wed 14 Wad (14 Wxel Hixel 1514
&igh 16 Had also merits consider-
ation} 14 .. f6(if 14 ... d6 then |5
wid! c5 16 @b5Y 15 g3 $fT 16
f4 Wdd+ 17 $g? Black’s position
is highly uncomfortable. Now,
however, Black exchanges the
mighty enemy bishop and
although he loses the right to
castle, his pieces achicve dyna-
mism.

11 &xi8 -$4.314

The unusual situation demands
non-routine decisions! On  the
natural continuation 1} ... xR
12 Wd2 &gd 1314 0-0 14 15 Black
comes under attack. Here his king
is sufficiently safe in the centre of
the board for the moment,

12 wd2 Za7
13 14 Rt
4 5 257
15 4f3 Hhagl?

16 &xb?7 Wxh7
17 EKael At it

Although White’s  position
undoubtedly looks attractive,
Biack also has his achievements —
his pieces occupy active positions
and he has the §7-16 break against
the enemy centre in reserve, OF
course. the king would be better
sityated on the sheitered g8
square.

18 b3

‘Strong arm methods’ would
hardly be appropriate here, In the
event of 18 g4 hd4 19 Ded Wxb2?
20 &d6+ (20 X177 wxbi 20 ...
@e? 21 {5 f6!7 White obtains
nothing with his intrepid attack,
and on 18 &ed the simple 1§ ...
Wxb2 may foliow.

 §. S hs
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19 Ded c4!?

Again the motif of ‘dynamism’
of play shows the viabiily of
Black’s unusual construction —
the ¢-file begins to function.

20 &hl hd
21 nf3 f61?

The other, guiet rook is pre-
pared o enter the fray. Vigilance
is now demanded from White,

22 56+

The key outpost is in White's
controf again, but even so his
means of deveioping the initiative
are diminished,

22 .. Hxd6
23 od

Of course, White can count on
nothing in the event of 23 Wxdé
Weh.

pX SN Hed

Control over the centre 15 In
Black's hands and this guaraniees
him sufficient counterchances.

24 be

On 24 5, there would foliow
24 .., wds?. Now though White
calculates an attack after 24 ...
Hxcd 25 wdl

24 .. I

An important prophylactic. The
cd pawn has nowhere to go. On
25 wd3 there s the reply 25 ...
W b4,

25 wi2 Hxed
26 wxhd Exc2
27 15 e’

28 Hgl g8
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A peaceful haven is achieved
and Black is now prepared to
switch to  counter-attack, for
exampie, by way of 29 ... wdS.
Therefore Beliavsky forces a draw:

29 ExgT+  dxg?
30 wpds

Perpetual check. Drawn,

What conclusions can be drawn
from the examples examined?

Above all, the weakness of the
d6 square. one way or another,
may be exploited by White as a
strategic motif in the fight for the
initiative and cannot be dis-
counted. In many cases, having
invaded the vulnerable point with
one of his picces, White signifi-
cantly cramps his opponent’s
forces and creates percepiible pos-
itional pressure. These factors may
influence the course of the game
gven info the endgame. However,
the occupation of an outpost in
the enemy camyp does not deter-
mine an advantage in itself and
it should be supporied by the
manoenvring of other pieces and
active flank operations. If Black
succeeds in hampering such an
activation of forces or repels his
opponent’s action with counier-
operations (most ofien on the
queenside), White’s initiative, as a
ruie, dries up quite quickly. It may
also be noted that direct strategy
by White is the best way {0 oppose
unstereotyped, double-edged and,

significantly, highly  concrete

replies.

And If the Unloading is
Hindered?

As piece exchanging in the centre
is one of the standard motifs in
the Taimanov system, allowing
Black to simplify play and to
adjust the harmonious deploy-
ment of his forces, it is natural
for White, in the form of radical
countermeasure, to make an
atiempt o remove his central
knight from the ‘zone of firg” and
with such means deprive his
opponent of an important lever’
in the system. So variations of
original structure arose, determin-
ing a special theme in the theoreti-
cal dispute revolving around the
probiems of the Taimanov system.
They merit our attention.

Takmakov-Taimanov
USSR Ch. 1973

1 ed cs

2 03 Hich
3 d4 cd

4 SHixdd ¢6

5 el ab

6 se2 opel
T &h3

A well-motivated strategic ploy.
Avoiding simplifying exchanges.
White  strives to  cross  his

opponent’s opening plans and to

highlight the awkward placing of
the knight on e?. True, this is
achieved at the cost of certain
concessions - the manoeuvre
costs a tempo, which Black may
use for the quick development of
his forces, and the position of the
knight on b3, far removed from
the focus of forthcoming events,
has its shady side. However, this
idea has gained many followers
and is encountered, as we shall
see, in different variations. Note
that another knight retreat — 7
&f3 - has also been tried, but it
is, perhaps, less advisable. After 7
o Bph 8 hd 4e? § hS HgeS 10
Hixes Hxed 11 ho g5t Black has
exceilent play {Tischbierek--Van
Mii, Kecskemet 19845
T .. bs

The most popular riposte. Black
pre-empts the possibility of the
queenside being clamped by way
of 8 a4, and, mercover, prepares
an outpost for the eventual (and
standard!) knight manoeuvre —
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&Hic6-aS-c4, In practice, other
possible treatments have been
examined:

{a) 7 ... ©gb 8 0-0 ge7 (here
and on the next move the advance
b3 leads to main line positions,
but Black’s aim here is guick
development) 9 &¢3 0-0 10 ad {or
10 f4 wc? 1t £d3 bS 12 Whi

Subumi 1973) 10 ... b6 1 Wd2
weT 12 2id1 Zb8 134 Ha5!?and
Black has full equaliity (Tshesh-
kovsky—Romanishin, USSR Ch.
1980)

¢b) 7 ... Das {the aim of this
manoeuvre is to free the ¢b square
for the e7 knight with subse-
quently rapid kingside develop-
ment. Moreover, in many cases
¢the knight can be relocated on ¢4
after appropriate preparation} 8
0-0 Syect 9 &4 (apain the familiar
motif - the siege of the d6 squarel}
9 ... b3 (the unsophisticated 9 ...
&e7 10 wd3 0-0 15 also possible,
as in the game Behavsky-Tai-
manov, USSR 1983) 10 £d6 (or
1) es 8b7 i1 wd2 Ded 12 &xcd
be 13 £dd b4 10 .. fxdb
§1 Wxd6 we7 12 2fdl wxdb 13
Hxd6 e7 14 Hadl &b7 15 B6d2
¢5'7 and Black has roughly level
chances in the ending (Sibarevic
Taimanov, Vrnjacka Banja 19741

8 4e3

& 0-0 is also often played here,

which after 8 ... Dgb6 ¢ S jeads

—
s
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to the main line via a iransposition
of moves. |t is madvisable for
Whitc to avoid this as, for exam-
ple, in the event of 9 {4 &e7 10
¢S5 b7 1t deld Hal Black seizes
the initiative (Dwvoiris-Shesto-
perov, USSR 1980}
3 ... Zyp6
8 ... $alS would be mispiaced
here in view of 9 &c5P?
9 f4
9 0-0 £e7 10 a4 is interesting.
After 0 ... b4 Fl a$i? &xast?
12 Had Hxbd 13 4b6 Hixal 14
SLxd® axd® 15 wxat a compli-
cated position arises with approxi-
mately equal chances tanalysis by
Panchenko)
g ... S.e7
6 g
in this way White eadeavours
to expioit the somewhat uncom-
fortable position of the black
knight for an attack on the king-
side. More standard play s
reached after the continuation 10
0-00-0 11 wel (or 11 wd2d6 12
a3 Bb8 13 g3 wcT 14 &4f3 HdR
15 &Hda 4b7, as in the game
Gareia Gonzales-Lebredo, Clen-
fuegos 1983111 .,..d6 12 2d! w7
1315 &geS 14 wgd Sh8 iS5 ke ke
16 Mxf8+ &xfR® 17 xmfl £d7
with roughily level chances éLanc-
Taimanov, Brao 1973
i ... 00
Played too placidly. 10 ... d6
1 hd &b7 12 hS &8 deserves

preference, with the subsequent 13
... @d7 and a comfortable game,
1t hd HeB
12 wd2 &as!?

Using the breathing space,
Black throws his active resources
into the fray. The struggle shar-
pens significantly.

13 hS of8
14 hé g6
15 wdd 6

A colourful picture! The first
impression is that White has con-
siderably outstripped his
opponent in the ‘bayonet’ charge.
He has a significant advantage in
space and an active deployment
of his forces. But it is by no means
simple to approach Black’s solid
fortress, let alone to invade it
Moreover, the Sicilian potential
of Black’s counterchances on the
queenside 1 also importani. H he
has sufficient time to bring his
bishop to b7 and his rook to c8,
then concrete threats will appear.
In short, the position demands

extremely energetic play and now,
with his next move, Tukmakov
stirs up boundless tactical com-
plications.
16 Hds? Hixb3

Of course not 16 ... ed in view
of 17 Wxd5+ Heb 18 Wxa8 Hico
19 0-0-0.

17 ab 2b7?
18 HixeT+  wWxe?
19 4f3 eSt?

Again, as often happens in Sicii-
tan schemes, Black is rescued by
dynamism. His imprisoned pieces
suddenly come to life.

20 fe wxes
21 Wxed 5 xel
2 4dd Eeb

23 60 Sxed

The goal is achieved — White's
menaciag centre s broken and
Black’s dangers are behind him.

24 Lxfel?

Only thus can one fight for the
imitrative. In the event of 24 $xed
Exed 25 4xfé would be the
strong reply 25 ... Re3.

24 ... 4 xf3
25 Exf3 Hael
26 43 rasid

27 EIS Zp6

28 4bd g4¥
Now the threat o the hé pawn
forces White to search for further
simplifications, on  which his
remaining positional pressure will
quickly fizzie cut.
29 Rafl e

The Taimanot System 127

3 xf6 nxfé
3 Exf6 &Hdd

32 <3 Df3+
33 @f2 Dest?

Black's counterplay now com-
pletely balances the chances and
the game nears a peaceful conclu-
sion,

34  adé Hd¥+
35 &il Bel+
Pxrawn,

Of course, on the basis of just a
few games it is impossible to draw
categoric conclusions, but, never-
theless, the impression is created
that White's plan, which involves
concessions of time and space for
the sake of the ‘compromised
knight on ¢7, should not be dan-
gerous for Black. But that does
not mean o say that the white
kanight stands better on d4 than
on b3

The Light and Shade of the
Kingside Fianchetto

Among the various problems
which must be solved in “he Sicil-
jan Defernce by both playerss,
surprisingly fand something to
which, in my opinion, theoretic-
ians do not pay enough attentiont),
the problem of choosing the opti-
mal square [or the development of
the light-squared bishop is never
simple for White, Indeed, one2 it
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possible transfer of the queen to
the kingside and the e-file for the
activation of the rook; on the d3
square, although solidly defending
the ed pawn, it s deprived of
mobifity and blocks the open d-
fite, along which White can often
organize notable pressure; the pos-
ition of the bishop on the ¢4 or b3
sguare would be clearly shaky and
only stimulate Black’s active oper-
ations on the queenside. In short,
an ideal square cannot be found
for the bishop on its *home’ diag-
onal f1-a6. So the idea arose to
develop it on the iong diagonal
h1-a8 by means of a fianchetto.
This method became highly popu-
far and obtained proper recogni-
tion as a legitimate idea in various
lines of the Sicilian formation. The
Taimanov system is one of these,
and the specific motifs inherent in
it, find their own original
interpretation,

A typical position arises after

the traditional  introductory
moves:
1 4 5
2 a3 Sieh
3 44 cd
4 Hxdd eb
5 Hiel 46
And now:
6 g3 Sigel

We should pause here, as the
fast moves merit commentary.
et us consider the positional

and negative sides of the idea of
the fianchetto of the bishop. It is
ciear that the bishop occupies a
highly comfortabie position on g2,
not hindering the activity of the
other pieces and solidly defending
the castled position. Moreover, i
defends the e4 pawn, which is
usually subjected to a siege by the
opponent, and increases pressure
on the ¢centre by at the same time
controlling the 48 point. Bui,
along with this, the function of the
fianchettoed bishop is limited by
its comparative immobility, and
its withdrawal from the fi-ab
diagonal determines a loss of
influence on the o4 square, which
usually serves a5 a main outpost
for the Black queenside offensive
in the Taimanov and Paulsen sys-
tems after the traditional transfer
of the knight from ¢6 via a8 to cd
So the ‘light and shade idea of a
fianchetto is tightly interlaced, not
displaying an advaniage over

other schemes of development, but
giving play an undoubted oniginal-
ity.

yOn Black's part, the move 6 ...
fHge’, which determines the switch
to the rails of the Taimanov system
{note that the Paulsen handling by
wayof 6 ... df6 or 6 ... Wc7 and
the Scheveningen — 6 ... d6 7
$g2 £4d7, are also worthy alter-
natives}, is the idea now familiar
to the rcader - Black plans to
unload in the centre by way of an
exchange on d4 with a subsequent
eiection of the white gueen *with
tempo’ by way of the move Hel-
¢6. Note that this standard moti
often occurs by different means —
6... &xxd4 7 wxdqd Hel, However,
on this order of moves one must
contend with the thrust 8 &%,
emphasizing the weakness of the
d6 square. As practice shows this
factor has a good deal of signifi-
cance. For example, 8 ... &b {or
8 ... 9p6 9 £d6 &xdb 10 Wxdb
We7 11 Who!? wd8 12 Had wxbb
13 &xb6 HbS 14 0-0-0; Khol
mov—Karpov, Riga 1970) 9 wd2

16 ¢if 9 ... bS then 10 &g2 &b7

Pt 00 BeR 12 ad! bd 13 HdH!
with an attack for White} 10 &d6
&xd6 11 wxd6 wel 12 wd2 bs
13 0.0-01 HeS 14 14 &7 15 4g2
Ra7 16 Ehel 00 17 He3d Ec?
18 Xd3 and Black is faced with
difficulties (Ciric-Krnic, Yugo-
siavia 1982).
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Let us return to the position of
the last diagram and examine
examples that are characteristic of
the possibilities in this original
opening scheme.

Mnatsakanian~Taimanov
Erevan 1986
7 &g2

In any event, the most natural
continuation, although as we shall
see later, more problems face
Black alter the retreat of the knight
from the centre, which prevents
simplifying exchanges.

Note, incidentally, that at-
tempts have also been made in
practice to depreciate Black's in-
tended idea by preparing & con-
venient retreat for the white queen
in the event of the exchange. Here
are a few examples:

{a} 7 f4 (by such means White
frees the {2 sguare and simuitane-
ously strengthens his position in
the centre. However the weaken-

a shady side) 7 ... ©xdd 8 Wxd4
h3 8 . Sch immediately then
9 wf2 fe? 10 4e3 with excellent
play for White} 9 &g2 &b7 10
0-0 Z¢8 (this s where the answer
ties!, threatening the thrusts 11 ...
&Hds or 11 ... &S, Black gains
time for his development) 11 W{2
Hgh 17 4e3 weT and in copnec-
tion with the prospective simpiify-
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ing thrust 13 &c5 Black
achieves equality;

(b 7 #&e3 (the aim of such
development is to prepare a diag-
onal ‘tandem’ in the event of an
exchange in the centre, directed
at the weakened b6 square and
attempting to blockade  his
opponent’s queenside. However,
the position of the bishop on ¢3
also has its dark side, which can
be exploited by Black for counter-
piayl 7 ... ©Dxdd 8 wxd4 b5I7 9
&g2 He6 10 wd2 (the thrust {0
Wbt would be inadvisable here}
10 ... &b7 11 0-0 Hies5t7 (the <4
point is generally weak m this
variation, and with the bishop on
ed this factor has special signifi-
cancel) 12 wdd 6 13 Zadl ge7
(13 HceBi?) id4 484 wel 15 &e2
Hd8 16 ¢3 0-0 and Black has
conveniently solved all of his open-
ing problems (Lirindzakis~Krnie,
Athens 1981)

e} 7 £14 éthis method of devel-
opment is directed at increasing
influence on the dé point, however
in the present siiuation this idea
does pot justify itsel{} 7 .., d31?7 8
aixco tor Bed Hxdy) 8 ... be 9
&gl Higd 10 fel was il 00
EH8!? 12 Zbl 4bd and Black
has active play.

Therefore it becomes clear that
it is hardly possible to devalue the
idea of unloading, which com-
prises one of the chief motifs in the

Taimanov system, by prophylactic
half-measures.

The text game also supports this
conciusion,

7 Syxd4
8 Wxd4 &6
9 wdl

The problem of choosing a
retreat square for the queen is not
simple and it determines one of
the chiel problems with White's
opening construction. On dtl the
white queen does not obstruct the
diagonal for the development of
the dark-squared bishop, but takes
the natural square away from the
rook. Let us examine other possi-
bilities:

{a) 9 Wd3 (the queen occupies
quite an active position here and,
importantly, does not hinder the
freedom of development. on the
queenside, However, the position
of the queen on d3 s shaky —
it finds #sel in Black’s zone of
range’ - and White must contend
with the possibility of the thrusts
o@ed or L. &ybd, facilitating the
creation of counterplay for Black)
9 ... e 10 &84 {or 10 $e3
we7 114 d6 12 6.0 0.0 13 Hadl
b3 14 ad ba 15 &ixad EbE with
equal chances; Kholmov-Lerner,
Tallinny 19833 10 ... d6 11 0-0-0
Sies 12 wdd we? 13 2300 14
Wbt Wwcé!” and, in association
with the threatsof 15 ... Hiedor 15
... Dgd, Black has a comfortable

game
1976);

{b} 9 Weld (with this retreat
White's strategic goal becomes the
fianchetto of the second bishop
also, which, incidentally. solves the
problem of control over the c4
square. But the release of the press-
ure on the d-hie and on the d6
sguare simplifies Black's defence)
g ... d6{alsogood s 9 ... §e7 10
0000 11 b3 4f6 12 §b2 2d4™
Nicevsky-Doda, Polanica Zdroj
19711 10 0.0 ge7 1] b3 00 12
£b2 &6 (12 ... Bb8 13 Hel, bS
14 Hacl WaSl is aiso possible, as
Karpov played against Hort
San Anionio 1972) 13 Hfdl wc7
14 Had {Keres recommended 14
421”1 14 .. &xb2 15 kb2 5
16 B4 40617 and Black has fully

{Diaz-Sangyinetti,  Bigl

1972y

{cy 9 wd2 (this is akin to the
exampie previously examined ——
White intends the flank develop-
ment of his queen’s bishop also,
but in this case maintaining press-
ure on the d-file. But Black may
use the a7-gt diagonal for
counierplay here} & ... B3 (9 ...
£e7 10 b3 00 11 00 b5 12
£52 4b7 13 Riel d6 i less
convincingt 10 -0 &b7 11 b3
£c517 12 £52 0.0 13 £e2 {on 13
Zadt notoaly 13...d6is possible,
but alse 13 ... wbh&) 13 . 5P
14 Zad! d6 15 &el ald 16 £d3
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&b6 and Black has an active
position  {Hamani-Razuvayev,
Caracas 1976}

S¢ cach of the queen retreats
has its positive and negative sides,
with not ong guaranteeing an
opening advantage.

9 ... $£e7
10 60 40
11 sel3

1t may be better to prevent the
development of a Black initiative
on the queenside by way of 11 a4,
but then also after 1 ... We7 12
we? £as Black has excellent play.

3 IS b5

i1 ... we7 is also possible, as |
plaved agaimst Cortlever at Witk
aan Zee in 1970, After 12 Se2 b3
13 Wd2 b7 14 ¢3 DeS 15 468
d6 16 bl Hd8 17 Hacl Macg,
Biack obtained an excellent pos-
1}ion.

12 14

The tactical blow 12 &d3Y is
also worth considering, although
after 12...ed 13 ed £b717 14 de
axch 15 8d4 M8 16 ¢3 He8 17
Met &18, it is hardiy possibie for
White 1o elicit an advantage [rom
his somewhat better pawn con-

Leningrad 1973),
17 .. 4b7
13 wWe2 HeB
The opening dispute may now
be summarized. As is usual in
the Taimanov system, outwardly
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White’s position looks highly
attractive — he has an active pos-
itton in the centre with harmoni-
ous development. But one cannot
help but notice that Black’s
dynamic resources in the current
situation are perhaps wider than
in traditional schemes with the
development of his opponent’s
light-squared bishop on the fi—aé
diagonal. The absence of necessary
control over the o4 point is telling
and facilitates the undertaking
of concrete queenside action by
Black.
4 w2

Now this is an inaccuracy, lead-
ing to serious consequences.
Mrnatsakanian hopes to prevent
Black from developing an initiat-
ive, particularly with the danger-
ous transfer of the knight from c6
via a5 to ¢4, But this pian does
not achieve its goal, and therefore
just turas out to be a loss of time,
which is particularly significant

in such a complex double-edged

situation. 14 Xadl $as5 15 $hi

Hed 16 4ol would be better,

maintaining a dynamic balance,
4 ... Hast?

The crux of the whole matter!
It is clear that White's intended
thrust 15 b6 would be g striking
at water’, In this event Black s left
with the pleasant choice between
transferring to a promising end-
game by way of 15 ... wxb6!? 16
Wxb6 2c54+ 17 wxcsd Bxes, or
developing an inftiative in the
middlegame by means of 15 ...
Wel!? with the subsequent 16 ...
&ed {16 &xad? is impossible due
to 16 ... £¢5)

However, White does not have
a sufficient antidote for the dan-
gerous transfer of the knight to ¢4,

i5 &di

Such defensive manoeuvres are
not brought about by positive fac-
tors. But what can be done?

15 ... Hed
6 $d4 f6!

This outwardly modest move,
which contains the positional
threat of the advance 17 ... e5,
is the most convincing way fo
emphasize  the disharmonious
piece  configuration in  the
opponeni's camp. The ‘proud’
centralized bishop on d4 suddenly
becomes an object of anxiety for

White,
| X

Of course, it hurts to acknow-
ledge the error of the 14th move
operation, but the chess battle
demands fortitude and therefore it
would now be logical to submit to
the neccssity of a switch to difficult
defence and continue 17 We? el
18 &2 in order to repair the
coordination of forces and secure
the important  dark-squared

bishop.
| A e5
I8 @ga7 w7
19  &hi

As before, the gi-a7 diagonal
tactical motifls play a significant
roke. White has to contend with
the threat of 19 ... Ha8and 20...
Hxa7. At the same time 19 23
doesn't suit in view of 19 .., & xed!

19 ... £.06!7

A tvpical ‘SicHian spring’
action, The dynamism of Black’s
picces permits him to modify his
offensive resources, Just now the
threats were felt along the dark
diagonal, now they arise along the
hght one. Biack plans to exert
perceptible pressure on the ¢4
pawn by way of 20 ... wb7.

20 del

A sad return, but there s
nothing better now. in the event
of 20 b3 thd6 21 Hel Wb7 22 Wel
ef 23 pf {5 White's position breaks

up.
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20 ... wh?
21 we2

21 ... 45!
A typical ploy. Having disunited
the hostile forces, Black opens up
the game with decisive effect.

22 od £.xdS
23 4xd5+ WxdS+
24 wg2 =411 11
25 fe?

This slip, of course, hastens the
inevitabie, but it is obvious that
matters are aiso lamentable for
Whiteafier 25 WxdS + Exd526 Rel
Hcds.

25 ... Wxg2+
26 dxpl Rxdl!

White resigns.

The “Taimanov’ mechanism,
typical of Black's flank activity,
worked perfectly in this game.
Black's opening plans did not turn
out so cheerfully in the next game,
where his opponent skilfuily and
opportunely placed difficult bar-
riers in his path.
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R, Byrme~Taimanov
Leningrad Interzongl 1973

i ed ¢S

2 AYR] AT
3 d4 ed

4 Hixd4 b

5 9e3 a6

6 g3 Hige?
7 b3

As the reader is now familiar
with the section, we move on to
the question ‘and if the unloading
ts hindered”. The withdrawal of
the knight from the centre, which
prevents the simplifying exchange
and emphasizes the disharmoni-
ous posttion of the knight on e7,
5 one of the most radical “anti-
Taimanov' motifs. In the current
situation of the planned fank
development of the bishop, it is
even more advisable, perhaps, as
the white queen is freed for an
eventual transfer to the kingside

onal, and the g3 pawn may limit

the black knight's radius of action
on its conventional {ransfer to the
£6 square.

Note, incidentaily, that another
form of this idea hasg been tried in
practice - - the retreat of the white
knight t0 ¢2, but this appears
ineffective. Here is @ characteristic
example:

7 &de2 Dgb (also possible is 7
... D38 £g2 b7 9 0-0 H1c8? 10
5 b4 1t Dad HHb6 12 ¢3 Hxad 13
Wxad whe+ 14 Shi ge7 15¢ch
Sixb4 16 Hdl 0-0, as was played

Vipkovei 19700 8 4g2 $c5 9
0-0 b5 10 814 ton 10 &hi then
10 ... Hpes? s good for Black)
... b7 1) &d3 Ab6 12 a4
b4 13 Had ad 14 ¢4 d6 15 b3
£.4477 16 4b2 Wb6 and Black
oblains a superior pesition

1971y
T .. b5
The ‘programmed’ flank activ-
ity — Black ntends to mobhilize
his forces according to the scheme

and prevenis the clamping thrust
8 ad. However, as practice has
shown i {8 not so simple o achieve
such a harmonious deployment
of forces, and the delay in the
mobilization of forces may tell,
therefore preference is given to the
continuation 7 ... d6 in the newest
interpretation of this scheme, to

which we shall return. To com.
plete the picture other deas must
also be considered, cach of which
has had their own adherenis at
various times but none surviving
the test of time!

{a} 7 ... g6 (this habitual
manocuvre is inadvisable in the
current situation. The knight has
few prospects here and Black runs
into difficulsies) 8 £¢2 (the more
resolute 8 h4!? also warrants con-
sideration, After 8., . d6 9 hS Higes
10 f4 &d7 11 $el3 White's game
is ciearly beiter: Szmetan—Zapata,
Buenos Aires 197818 ... b5 9 0-0
£e7 10 DdSY 457 {or 10 ... ed
1t ed £b7 12 dc dxch 13 Axco
de 14 W32 1 SHixe7 Wxe7 12 24
b4 13 a5 0-0 14 el d6 15 Hel
Diges 16 Wel and White's position
is ¢learly preferable {Short- Holm,
Plovdiv 1983y

(b} 7 ... &1a5 {the main aim of
this manoeuvee, which inciden-
tally, the altentive reader s
already familiar from similar pos-
tions - 1s to ‘concede’ the eb
square to its ‘coleague’, with the
knight relocating on c4. However
this idea involves a loss of time
and, moreover, with the fransfer
of the knight from the kingside to
the queenside - High-eT-cO -
the cover of the castied position
of the black king may turn out to
be insufficiently secure} & Wwhit?
{the most energetic riposte! On 8
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482 Hect 9 0-0 ge7 10 204 db,
or 8 414 Secd 9 £d46 £xd6 10
wxd6 We7 1 wcT wd8 Black’s
probiems are simplified} § ... Deco
(8 ... b3 may be more solid,
although here also after 9 @xal
wxas 10 &g2 &b7 11 0-0 &b
12 &4fd4 ge? 13 5dS ed 14 ed
0-017 — otherwise Black is sub-
jected to a dangesous attack —
15 dc¢ &xc6 16 ¢3, White has
a positional advantage: Timman-
Andersson, Heolland 1978) 9
&85 W7 10 L1817 d6 1] Hxals
S£xa5 120.0.0 Heb(on 12... &d7
comes the very strong 13 €5 and
if 13 ... d5 then 14 &xd5! ed 15
eby 13 wcs!h do 14 &xe? and
White’s advantage in the endgame
is obvious (Timman-Andersson,
Talinn 1973
8 ag? dé

Of course the immediate 8 ...
&b7 does not work in view of 9
&el tincidentally, one more argu-
ment in favour of White's opening
formation}.

9 4"

A highly energetic continuation.
White unequivocally makes it
clear that his advantage in the
centre, in conmection with the

f4-15 with 3 lead in development,
may become an important factor
in the struggie for the initiative
However, 9 0-0 is also a good plan,
as Estrinplayed against Talmanov
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{Albania 1974), After 9... 2b% (in
the event of & ... &d77 s the
strong 10 Wxd6! &d5 il ed $£xdb
12 det 10 £e3 g6 11 14 47, by
way of 12 wd2!? {12 ¢5 de 13
Wxd8-+ &Hxd8 14 Radi+ &t
15 fc3 15! 16 4d6+ b6 17
£xb8 Hixb8 I8 fe 4xe$ turns
out to be less convincing} 12 ...
Rb713 Kadl Rd7 14{5'a danger-
ous atiack can develop.
5 .. &b7
W feld g6
Black now senses the necessity
to achieve the mobilization of his
forces on the kingside and as a
result must rebuiid his plans. So
far as his intended manoeuvre 10
. &8 (with the idea of 11 ...
&7y is danperous due to the
strong reply 11 577 {11 Wel $e7
12 0-0-017 is also good), he strives
to strengthen his castled position
by the method of fanchettoing
his dark-squared bishop, although
now the d6 square is perceptibly
weakened.
o owd2 e
How difficult  development
becomes! The natural 1§ .., &g7
does not suit in view of 12 0-0-0
§1c8 13 e85!
12 wi2
This tempting manoeuvre gives
Black some respite. 12 0-0-017 is
more energetic and consistent and
only in the event of 12 .., Hd8 —
13 w2, White's opening advan-

tage wouild then become apparent
with even more effect.

| 2 Lg7

13 00 4-9

14 Dadl Efe8

The moment has arrived te sum
up the opening battle, Alas, this
time it is unfavourable for Biack,
Although he has completed his
development. the weakness of the
dé pawn and the dark sguares on
the queenside Himits his customary
counterplay. Without having
made any significant mistakes,
Black is keft in a difficult position,
and now the reliability of the entire
system is in guestion! Fortunately,
the case & not quite so dramatic
and, as we shall see in other
examples, a differens interpret-
ation of the variation fully re.
establishes its reputation, But here
the root of the troubile is deter-
mined by a backwardness in devel-
opment and the weaknesses of
the position, caused earficr by the

excessively optimistic advance 7
... b3, the root cause of subsequent
difficuities.
15 242
To blame Robert Byrne for
handling the position in the class-
ical spirit — doubling his reoks
on the open file for the siege of the
6 pawn — as they say, ‘does not
hold up’, but it is weil known {and
we are repeatedly convinced of
this?y, that Siclan constructions,
perhaps as no others, demand
dynamic and concrete decisions -~
time is particularly dear here. That
is why ‘explosive’ central oper-
ations -~ 15 ¢5, should be pre-
ferred to the slow development
of pressure, guaranteeing White a
significant positional advantage in
the event of the sacrifice being
accepted: 15 ... de 16 4b6 WcB
17 £3¢85' or declined — 15 ... d5
16 £b6 Wk 17 Hes
5 ... &8
Now, at last, Black can breathe
easily. On 16 ¢35 he has the
sufficiently solid reply 16 ... &d8
and, in the event of 1515, 15 ...
&es.
16 a3
All of this is of excessively
restrained style. In any event the
move 16 2fd) would be preferable

and more consisient.
16 ... R bR

The situation graduaily
changes - Black can now con-
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tempiate counterplay along the b-
file also,
17 Hfdl bal?

I8 ab &yxb4
19  ad4 & xd4
20 wxd4

The picture of battie has been
sharply transformed literally in a
few moves. White’s siowness has
lost him the initiative completely.
Three of his major pieces are set
against the d6 pawn, easily
defended by a single knight, and
the other pieces are now deprived
of their former prospects. Con-
versely, Black’s forces gain in
mobiklity and dynamism!

4| S 4a8
21 &fl

An invitation to peaceflul nego-
tiations, which would be possibie
after 21 ... &ixe2 22 Mxc2 Exb3
23 gxab wh6. However, this is
now :nsufficient for Black.

2 ... es!
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A typical SicHian counter-
attack. lis target is ciear — the ed
pawn.

22 fe Hxed
23w

Sensing that the scales are
beginning {o tip towards his
opponent, Byrne finds a chance to
set a concealed {rap, the craftingss
of which s strengthened by
impending time-trouble,

23 .. £ xed?

Surprising naivety! It would be
impossible to imagine that a
plaver could simply ‘et slip’ a
pawn. Fatigue apparently tells {as
it often does!} from previdus tense
duels and a loss of vigilance is
experienced regarding the happy
overcoming of diffigulties. Black’s
impulsive blunder s all the more
sifly as he has scveral attractive
methods of strengthening his pos-
ition at his disposal — 23 ... We7,
23 ... &g7 and even 23 ... hS

24 Hixed Zxed
25 ¢3 He6?

Played in that same state of
‘biissful -ignorance’. There were
~still possibilities of pulling back
from the edge of the precipice by
the tactical operation 25 ... &ic2!
26 5d3 (or 26 Hxc2 ¥Mxb} 27
Axab &) 26 ... Dl

26 2wl

A blow of fearful force!

As Chekhov said: ‘A gun,
hanging on the wall, must be

eventually fired". The knight, hav-
ing eyed the ¢5 square throughout
the entire game, gets there ali the
same and now its value decides
the fate of the battle.
26 ... de

There s no choice. Both rooks
are under fire — one directly, the
other indirectly (27 Dixab).

27 nd7 Wxd7
28 Exd? Re?
2% Rdl

All appears well ... But over-
tension and the nervousness of
the players, which the dramatic
contest has led to, make them-
selves felt

29 ... &\ 8a’7

Obiectively, 29 ... Ee5 30 &xab

&8e’ would be stronger.
30 &xab fied
3t &fr?

31 WxeS seerned impossible to
Byrne tyes, of course, and to me
aksol} in view of 31 ... BExb2 32
Wxe? HI3+ with a draw, but
the intermediary check 32 Rd8
changes the whole picture.

K J SN cd
32 ag2?

Staggering! 1t is as though
Byrne is inviting his opponent to
a new round of battie. By retaining
controt of the 43 square, he could
have realized his material advan-
tage without any particular prob.
lems.

k7 d3

33 wdd4 b5t
Apparently, this thrust had
escaped the attention of my

opponent.
34 wxed &Hixb2
33 w4 nbe8
b mm
120

o ... 2437

One more iHustration of the
ruke - ‘the one who makes the
last mistake loses!” Black still had
exceilent chances of saving this
long-suffering game by continuing
36 ... &xc3 37 Exb2 Hels 38
&t {38 &2 adi+) 38
S+ 39 Exe2 H8xe2 after which
it would be difficult for White (o
activate his forces. So, for example,
in the event of 40 Wod {the threats
of 40 ... Eb2 and 41 ... Ebbl
must he met), Black can probably
even transfer to an ending with an
unusuat correlation of forces by
way of 40 ... Hxft+ 4] &xfl
HExh2
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Now though it is afl over.

37 wd2 Hald
38 Ratl Bel+
3% Bxel Hixel
46 vwd? He?
41  4dS

Black resigns.

i succeeded in revenging the
expericnces of my opening dis-
appointments in this game (of
course, after significant analytical
work} the following year.

Romanishin-Taimanov
USSR Ch. 1974

I ed 5

2 HE3 eb

3 d4 ed

4 Hixd4 &icb

5 el a6

6 g3 Hgel

7 b3 d6l?

As practice has shown, it is
precisely this restrained method of
development that most answers
the demands of the complicated
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anti-Tamanov varation. Black
primarily ses his aims on building
a flexible defensive construction

HieT-cB8, £iR-e7 and (-0, so as
te enter into characteristic oper-
ations on the gqueenside only after
he has harmoniocusiy conciuded
the mobilization of his forces and
basically guaraateed the safety of
the approach to his camp.
8 Lg2

The immediate attempt to ham-
per Black on the queenside by way
of 8 a4 15 also worth considering,
aithough this usuaily leads to the
main variation by an insignificant
sransposition of moves. Note only
that on 8 ... b6 9 &g2 neither 9
... £d7, in view of 10 wxd6 Hd5
Fied fxd6 12dcinor9... &b7,
gue to 10 0-0 ©el 11 f4 ge7 12

should be played, the correct con-
tinuation is 9 ... We7.
8 ... &d7
90
9 Wxd6 is not of course possible
due to 9 ... &xd5. This tactical
subtlety also permits Black o
place his picces according to his
planned scheme.
9 Hed
This usual maneoeuvre immedi-
ately solves two major prob-
jems — it unblocks the kingside
for the completion of development
and allows the establishmenm of

control over the weakened d6 and
b6 points. Besides which, the
kaight can often be re-routed from
¢ for active operations on the
queenside via ¢8-bb—c4d.

10 ad

An important moment. Before
commencing characterisiic  for
this variation} action on the king-
side, it is advisable for White (o
spend a tempo on prophylactically
Hmiting his opponeat’s active
resources on the opposite side of
the board. In the game Roman.
ishin--Hartock {Amsterdam 1973),
Romanishin tried to do without
this idea. However after the direct
10 f4 &e7 1 2e3 0-0 12 We2 he
was forced to contend with the
counterplay -~ 12... b5 13 a4 hé
14 &Hdl w7 — and the struggie
immediately developed a double-
edged character.

0 ... &e7?

Black consistently carries out
his projected plan of quickly
mobilizing his forces, not fearing
the blockading of his queenside.
The alternative is the prophylactic
move 10... b6, with the probable
continuation 1t 8 ge7 12 £e3
0-0 13 Wd2 (or 13 Wwel WeT 14
Had! &66) 13 ... wc7 14 Radl
Hd8 15 g4 HbB, after which play
on the two flanks takes an

extremely  complicated  turn
{Rajna-Taimanov, Budapest
19731

it a$
White could hardly count on an
opening dividend if he were 10
decline this opportunity of increas-
ing his influence on the queenside.
For example, 11 we2 -0 12 4e3
Sad? 13 Hxald wWxald 14 4d4
£d8 15 XA §c6 and Black has
a comfortable game {De Firmian-
Zapata, Tunis 1983},
11 ... 1]
12 We2
The continuation 12 &e3 £16
13 wd2 is of approximately equal
valug,
12 .. w7
13 zdi
13 4e3 has also been tested.
After 13 ... &6 {13 ... &b4l?
14 Mfct bS5 is also interesting, as
piayed in the game Vogt-Jansa,
E. Germany 1976) 14 £iad Hes 15
&Hibb Hixb6 16 Gxb6 WhE Black’s
position appears constrained, but
in connection with the possibility
of the activation of forces on the
queenside {the c-filel} he does not
have bad prospects of developing
counterpiay {Bokhosian—Radev,
Buigaria 1976).
13 .. afe
A critical position, important
for the evalpation of the opening
achievements of either side. Tt is
clear that White has succeeded in
occupying space and, importantly,
stopped Black's characteristic
gueenside counterplay at its roots.
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But af the same time Black has
achieved much - he has success-
fully mobilized his pieces, fortified
the approach to his camp and has
assumed controf over g wide zone
of ‘neutral’ terrifory in the centre.
These factors provide the basis
to recognize that Black’s dynamic
potential in this complicated situ-
ations fuily compensates for his
concessions in space. The Sicilian
‘mainspring’ 1s ready for oper-
ation.
4 gedl

A significant error, which allows
Biack fo immediately enter into
concrete active operations.

14 £d2 is sharper, as Makar-
ichev played against Romanishin
at Sochi 1983, But also in this
case, after 14 ... He5 15 4fl bSY
16 ab xb6 17 HiaS Hic8, Black
obtains fully equal play. Therefore,
perhaps, 14 Wed is best of all for
White with mutual chances.

M. Axc3!

Breaking up  his opponent’s
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pawn  chain, Black  gaing
important outposts for his pieces,
and for this there is no regre! in
parting with his powerful bishop,
15 bk oies
i6 Ld4 Bed
This knight now takes the most
honourable role.
17 14
t7 £d2 obviously wiil not do
i view of 17 .., &ixal, and on 17
&1 there is the strong 17 ...
&bs.
17 .. e5
18 fe &xes
Yet another outpost has been
won and now White has to con-
tend with the thrusts 19 ... ggd
and 19 ... &b5 and his pawn
structire is oniy worsening ...
19 w2 Lp4
20 Rdbi aHe7
21 »d2 H7ch

22 k3 feb
23 ab6 wd’
24 dh2

What a striking metamorphosis
in comparison with the previous
diagram! White's position is com-
pietely disharmonious — his pawn
chais is smashed, his pieces
deprived of mobility and he has
simply no active prospects what-
soever. Meanwhile, Black domi-
nates the centre and his forces are
served by dynamism. It s not
surprising that new resources for
the development of the initiative
turn out at his disposal.

4 .. {5t

The "x-ray” of the black rook to

the white queen makes itself felt,
25 wel

There 18 nothing better now. On
25 of the simple 25 ... 2.x85 would
follow with decisive threats. But
the white gueen is not safe on it
new square cither.

25 ... Hael
26 2f

Here it is hard to give advice,
but couid 26 &£d4 have been more
solid?

... AT 1

There is no respite whatever for
the opposition!

27 &xed £&.xed
2. S § ¥ ds
29 =4 o

Black now achieves his firss
material  gain, and  very im-
portantly, does not part with the
initiative for this.

30 5

Otherwise 30 ... fe with even

more effect.
3 ... L xes
N w4 web
n M hé
33 4h3 we7

Unnecessarily  caatious. The
energetic 33 ... Hed is the quickest
route o victory. But even so,
Black’s advantage is indisputable.

34 &5 Hed
35 wd2 Hed
36 g2

36 ¢xi5 then 36 .., Hxf3 37
wxfs e+ decides.
% ... Hadt?
With opposite-coloured bishops
Black's attack becomes irresist-
ible.
37 axgd fg
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38 Zxf7 wxfr

39 el
There is now no way oul.
% ... wxhd
40 2c7 wfs
41 el dd4!
42  Hxed
Or 42 cd Wi+ 43 $h2 &d5!
442 .. wxed-

and Black forces victory.

Here 1 would like to bring the
section on my ‘stock’ sysiem to a
conclusion on an optimistic note.
I trust that the richness, depth and
variety of its strategic motifs and,
finally, its originality, providing a
wide sphere of creative fantasy,
wil guarantee the Taimanov sys-
tem a good reputation, interesting
analyses and long viability.




Postscript

Thus, | have shared with you, my
reader, my many complex experi-
ences of one of the most popular
and substantial openings of our
day — the Sicilian Defence. Nt
has taken decades to understand,
sense and evaluate the true worth
of the original, multi-varied and
complex ideas which lay in this
opening construction, to penetrate
its distinctive strategic principles
and to master its typical tactical
methods,

But npeither these decades of
analytical work, nor its practical
trials can suffice to deeply under-
stand the Sicilian Defence to s
full capacity. It is indeed inex-
haustible. On the fringes of com-
prehensive  knowledge  remain
such schemes as the ‘Scheveningen
variation’, the "Najdorf systemy,
the ‘Dragon variation” and several
others. Truly, ‘it is impossible to
grasp the immensity’, Neverthe-
less, having accumulated even part
of this incalculable theoretical
richness I, to the extent of the fong

exciting events of my chess life,
feel sufficiently equipped to boldly
enier into the creative dispute with
the most worthy opponents and
rivais, The fact is that comprehen-
sion of the strategic and tactical
content, even if hmited to the
sphere of the Sicilian Defence,
allows one to skilfully orienteer
and find acceptable solutions in
other Sicilian constructions, which
are both insufficiently explored
and not so well known. As with
all the multi-complexities and sub-
variations of this opening, the
fundamental conception of it as a
whole is the leitmotif of Black's
probiems, which is determined by
the asymmetric construction, the
principles of active flank counter-
piay and the maximum dynamism
of forces.

These principies should also
become “Artadne’s clue' for the
inquisitive reader in the intricate,
though fascinating labyrinth of
variations of the Sicilian Defence.

Index of Variations

1 ed ¢52 Df3 46 3 d4 cxdd 4 Hixd4

The Rauzer Attack

4 o6

5  &Hicl 46

6 &g5 eb

7 Wd2 &e7

T7...a6 80-0-0 £d7 974 HXc8 32
314 ge? 10 F3 32-36
16 {5 3639

9 f4 h6 10 4xi6 40

2 000 60
§...Oxd4 9 Wxd4 0-010¢5 /8
10 gxic 18

10 4 wald 23-25
2 &b3
9 Axf6 9
9 5db5 9
9 {4 26-30
9 ... Whe
W 3 j0-13
) §e3 10
W &#4 Jo

10 &xf6 14-17
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The Boleslavsky System

4 ... afe
4., a6 53-57
5 el dé
6 sel es
7 b3
7 D5 46
7 &Hdbs 46
7 £ixch 46
T a3 49-52
7T ... se7 49-48

The Paulsen Systemn

4 ... eb
5 Died
5 ¢4 60
5 &xeh 60
5 a6
6 Rel
6 Rel weT7 7 &d3 b3 76-80
7 4d3 &6 96-99
6 Wwe7
T 0-0
7 a3 6l
7 b8 £e3 61
8 a3 6l
8 &xchb Wxeé 90062
9 £13 £4b7 10 5 62-63

T fel 67-73
7 .. afe
... b574-75

8 Led

8 a3 §2-83

8 &hl 83-86
g8 .. ibd
9 a4

9 Gyxch 86

- &e? 97-93

.. @xed 94

... d5 87

.. b5 87

.. T 87

.. &db 87

.. 0-0 10 c4 BY
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4 .. eb

5 el ab

6 £e2

6 g3 Dge? 714 129

7 Kel 130
7 264 130
7 &2 129-133
7 de2 134

7 &xb3 Hgb 135
7 &b3 DHald 135
7 &b3 bS 134139
7 b3 d6 139-143
6 .. et
7 Led
T4 108-113
700 114-118
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